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By Brian Lockhart




Forests Ontario held its 9th annual conference in Alliston on Feb. 16 and 17.




The conference was held a the Nottawasaga Resort, with a virtual presence available as well.




This annual event is the largest forestry conference of its kind in the province and featured 37 forest sector leaders and government officials and more than 750 registrants, speakers, moderators, sponsors, and exhibitors.




The conference also included an awards ceremony which recognized important contributors to forestry and the environment.




Mulmur resident Ken Jewett was honoured with the Susan Wiecek Forestry Education Award.




Mr. Jewett started in business with the Abitibi Paper Company in 1950 before leaving to work with Marsan Foods in 1970.




Mr. Jewett’s passion is maple trees. In 2000 he established ‘Maple Leaves Forever.’




Maple Leaves Forever’s mandate is to promote and support the planting of native maple trees.




To date, it has supported the planting of over 130,000 native maples – all through Mr. Jewett’s personal financial contributions of almost $750,000.




Other award winners include:




Dr. Jan Oudenes and Dr. Isobel Ralson – Forest Stewardship Award for outstanding activities in private land forest management and strong support of forestry promotion and education.




Megan Thomson – The White Pine Award for student contributions to forest education and awareness.




Bass Pro Shops & Cabalas – Green Legacy Award celebrates a visionary corporate partner that has been instrumental in promoting a healthy environment.




Cheyene Brunet – Most Valuable Planter Award for an outstanding individual or organization for contributions to restoring ecosystem health through tree planting initiatives.




Art Marvin, Bill Newell, Glenn McLeod, and Laird Nelson – Most Valuable Planter Award recognizes an outstanding individual or organization for their contribution to restoring ecosystem health through tree planting initiatives.




Brian Swaile – The Forests Ontario Award for outstanding achievements and contributions to forestry education in Canada and beyond.
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Headline News
							
				Festival celebrates Black History Month

			By Brian Lockhart “Black History month is about everyone,” said Janet Othman, organizer of the Black History Month festival held at the Tottenham Community Centre ... 
		

						
				Occupancy imminent at New Tecumseth’s new admin centre

			By Brian Lockhart New Tecumseth Town Council has received the latest report on the progress of the new town administration centre. As of Feb. 26, ... 
		

						
				Nottawasaga OPP investigate shooting in Alliston

			By Brian Lockhart The Nottawasaga OPP is currently investigating a shooting incident that occurred in Alliston on Thursday, Feb. 22. Officers responded to a report ... 
		

						
				Little Girl Big Imagination series unveils new adventure

			By Brian Lockhart The Little Girl Big Imagination series by local teen author, dancer, and director, Andrea Matei, has released a new video that premiered ... 
		

						
				Toonies for New Tecumseth supports Food Bank and S.H.I.F.T.

			By Brian Lockhart Tottenham resident, Eva Bradley, has started her latest fundraiser – Toonies for New Tecumseth – with the goal of raising $10,000 for ... 
		

						
				Photo exhibit inspired by Hygge and life’s simple pleasures

			By Brian Lockhart Hygge is a word meaning a Danish way of living well by embracing the present and enjoying life’s simple pleasures. It is ... 
		

						
				One dead after Tottenham Road fire

			By Brian Lockhart One person is confirmed dead after a fire on Tottenham Road south of the town on Friday, Feb. 9. New Tecumseth fire ... 
		

						
				Tottenham resident with long history of fundraising continues her efforts

			By Brian Lockhart Tottenham resident, Eva Bradley is once again raising money for a good cause. Over the years, Eva has been involved in many ... 
		

						
				OPP charge New Tecumseth man with sexual assault

			By Brian Lockhart Nottawasaga OPP has arrested and charged a New Tecumseth man in relation to a sexual assault that took place in a local ... 
		

						
				Ministry-appointed investigator to examine Stevenson Memorial Hospital

			By Brian Lockhart The Ministry of Health has appointed an investigator to examine operations at Stevenson Memorial Hospital in Alliston. The appointment was announced on ... 
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