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				Schmalz Cup playoffs underway across the province
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By Brian Lockhart




The provincial Schmalz Cup playoffs are underway, with eight teams from the Provincial Junior Hockey League currently battling it out for Conference championships in the first round.




The final four teams still standing will go on to play this year’s Schmalz Cup Championship Tournament, to be held in Woodstock on May 11 to 14.




Four conference champions will compete in a round-robin format to determine rankings for the semi-finals, which will get underway on May 13.




The battle for the North Conference championship pits the Stayner Siskins against the Mount Forest Patriots.




Stayner won the North Carruthers Division championship with a win over the Alliston Hornets in a series that went five games.




Mount Forest came to the Conference championship after winning the North Pollock Division in a final series against the Hanover Barons. That series went five games.




That series got underway on April 21, with Stayner winning game one, 4-2. The Siskins followed up with a 4-3 win in overtime on home ice on April 23 to lead the series 2-0.




In the East Conference, the Clarington Eagles face the Port Hope Panthers.




Port Hope is a dark horse entry this year. The Panthers finished the regular season well back in fourth place but came alive during the playoffs to win the East Todd Division.




In game one of that series, Clarington left the ice with a 6-5 win.




The South Conference has the Glanbrook Rangers from the South Bloomfield Division facing the Wellesley Applejacks from the South Doherty Division.




That series was tied 1-1 after the first two games.




In the West Conference, the Lakeshore Canadiens are up against the Thamesford Trojans.




The Trojans are another dark horse entry. They finished the regular season in third place in the West Yeck Division, but managed to come out on top in the playoffs to win.




The Canadiens are the defending Schmalz Cup champions, having won the title in 2022.




Conference championships are scheduled to wrap up on May 2 if the Stayner versus Mount Forest and Clarington versus Port Hope series go seven games.




The remaining teams will then have 11 days to prepare for the Schmalz Cup championship tournament in Woodstock.
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Headline News
							
				Festival celebrates Black History Month

			By Brian Lockhart “Black History month is about everyone,” said Janet Othman, organizer of the Black History Month festival held at the Tottenham Community Centre ... 
		

						
				Occupancy imminent at New Tecumseth’s new admin centre

			By Brian Lockhart New Tecumseth Town Council has received the latest report on the progress of the new town administration centre. As of Feb. 26, ... 
		

						
				Nottawasaga OPP investigate shooting in Alliston

			By Brian Lockhart The Nottawasaga OPP is currently investigating a shooting incident that occurred in Alliston on Thursday, Feb. 22. Officers responded to a report ... 
		

						
				Little Girl Big Imagination series unveils new adventure

			By Brian Lockhart The Little Girl Big Imagination series by local teen author, dancer, and director, Andrea Matei, has released a new video that premiered ... 
		

						
				Toonies for New Tecumseth supports Food Bank and S.H.I.F.T.

			By Brian Lockhart Tottenham resident, Eva Bradley, has started her latest fundraiser – Toonies for New Tecumseth – with the goal of raising $10,000 for ... 
		

						
				Photo exhibit inspired by Hygge and life’s simple pleasures

			By Brian Lockhart Hygge is a word meaning a Danish way of living well by embracing the present and enjoying life’s simple pleasures. It is ... 
		

						
				One dead after Tottenham Road fire

			By Brian Lockhart One person is confirmed dead after a fire on Tottenham Road south of the town on Friday, Feb. 9. New Tecumseth fire ... 
		

						
				Tottenham resident with long history of fundraising continues her efforts

			By Brian Lockhart Tottenham resident, Eva Bradley is once again raising money for a good cause. Over the years, Eva has been involved in many ... 
		

						
				OPP charge New Tecumseth man with sexual assault

			By Brian Lockhart Nottawasaga OPP has arrested and charged a New Tecumseth man in relation to a sexual assault that took place in a local ... 
		

						
				Ministry-appointed investigator to examine Stevenson Memorial Hospital

			By Brian Lockhart The Ministry of Health has appointed an investigator to examine operations at Stevenson Memorial Hospital in Alliston. The appointment was announced on ... 
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