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A FRESH SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

ONTARIO LIVING

PREMIUM EGGS LETTUCE

Annual Smile Cookie Campaign launches

Tim Hortons is getting ready for its 2026 spring Smile Cookie Campaign, with proceeds this year going to the Stevenson Memorial
Hospital Foundation and the Matthews House Hospice Foundation (MHHF). The campaign kicked off at the Alliston Dunham
Drive location on Friday, April 17, with a large group in attendance. From left: Crystal Terranova (SMHF events and fundraising
coordinator), Kara Harris (SMHF community and corporate giving officer), lyla Kala, Mandy McCurdy (MHHF executive director),
Dave Cropper (Tim Hortons restaurant manager), Rayna Kala, Jason Holliday (special assistant to MPP Brian Saunderson),
Sylvia Biffis (Because of YOU Campaign chair), Stephanie MacLellan (deputy mayor of New Tecumseth), Fayaaz Kala (SMHF
board chair), Melody Craggs (SMHF director of development), Const. C. Hietanen (Nottawasaga OPP), Amit Seth (Tim Hortons
franchise owner), Senaa Zora (Tim Hortons restaurant manager), P. Kumar (Tim Hortons assistant manager) and Rajat Gupta

(Tim Hortons Area manager). BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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New Tecumseth council receives 2025 report on tax arrears

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth received a
report at the April 13 council meeting detailing
the status of property tax arrears as of Dec. 31,
2025, along with current collection efforts and
the number of properties eligible for tax sale
registration.

As of Jan. 1,2025, there were 255 properties
with two-plus years of tax arrears. As of Dec.
31,2025, 56 properties remained with over two
years of arrears.

Of the 56 remaining properties, 26 had been
formally registered in the tax sale process, while
the remaining 30 had either entered payment
arrangements with the town or had been issued
a final notice prior to tax sale registration.

The total arrears as of Dec. 31, 2025,
amounted to $6,548,584, inclusive of penalties
and interest, tax sale charges, and water/waste-
water arrear transfers.

The Town of New Tecumseth collects prop-
erty taxes for multiple entities, including its
own operations, the County of Simcoe and
local school boards.

The tax collection is based on assessment
values provided by the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation (MPAC).

These property taxes are critical for funding
essential services, including education, infra-
structure, and municipal operations. Outstand-
ing property tax receivables continue to be
monitored and acted upon in a timely manner.

Given that property taxes form a priority
lien on the property, the town’s tax receivables

are secure with minimal risk of uncollectable
taxes. MPAC assessments ensure property
taxes are distributed based on each property’s
current market value, providing a consistent
and equitable approach to funding local ser-
vices and education.

Taxes are billed twice a year through interim
and final billing, with each consisting of two
installments.

Unpaid utility arrears are transferred to the
tax accounts after three months of non-pay-
ment. This process is completed monthly by
staff in settlement areas, including Beeton, Tot-
tenham, and Alliston.

The town is obligated to remit levies billed
to the County of Simcoe and school boards,
irrespective of whether it has received payment
from taxpayers.

To encourage prompt payment, the town
imposes a penalty and interest rate of 1.25 per
cent on the first day of each month for prin-
cipal balances not paid by the designated due
date. The town aims to enhance cash flow by
reducing the amount of outstanding property
taxes.

As of Dec. 31, 2025, there were 56 proper-
ties in a position of tax sale.

Of these properties, 26 had already been
registered for tax sale, while the remaining
30 properties were either actively engaged in
arrears payment arrangements with the town,
which are expected to bring the accounts fully
up to date within 24 months through pre-autho-
rized payment agreements, or were in the pro-
cess of receiving final notice prior to registra-
tion.

Simcoe County council raises concerns over province’s plan to appoint warden

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County council will see the num-
ber of regional councillors reduced from 32
to 17 after the next municipal election.

Reducing the number of councillors was
seen, for the most part, as a favourable move
by the current county council. However, the
introduction of the Better Regional Gov-

ernment Act will also allow the province to
appoint the county warden, rather than the
warden being elected by the current council.

This has raised concerns from members of
county council that a provincially appointed
warden, especially someone from outside
of the region, will not have the experience
required to fulfil the position.

The new legislation will allow the province
to appoint a warden from anywhere in the
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province.

County councillors are pushing back
against the proposed overhaul of regional
governance. They say the legislation over-
rides the local decision-making process.

The Better Regional Governance Act,
2026, would significantly reshape how upper-
tier municipalities across Ontario are run.

The changes were up for discussion at the
Simcoe County Council meeting on Tuesday,
April 14.

“I do believe that members of council who
represent residents should always be elected,
but I think we are too far away from that
now,” said New Tecumseth Deputy Mayor
Stephanie MacLellan at Tuesday’s meeting.
“To me, this reeks of provincial political con-
trol. Strong mayors’ powers have resulted in
very few new houses, but it sure has got a lot
of CAOQO’s fired with big payouts from the tax-
payer. Democracy is dying, and this is what it
looks like. I don’t think the province has any
business appointing our head of council.”

Essa Mayor Sandie Macdonald is not the
only one on council with concerns about the
legislation.

Madonald said she researched the legisla-
tion.

“They want a centralized oversight for
provincial appointments to ensure alignment
with provincial policies, priorities and stan-
dards across the counties,” Macdonald said.

“I believe we have that already. They (provin-
cial government) also said consistency and
uniformly appointed Wardens can promote
consistent service, by-laws, implementation
and procedures between the counties — which
we already do.”

Macdonald also said the provincial appoint-
ments may be appointed from anywhere in
the province and may lack experience, hav-
ing not “lived and worked, and been a part of
the County of Simcoe.”

Innisfil mayor Lynn Dollin requested coun-
cil send a letter to the province outlining their
concerns.

“I think we should be advocating for
democracy,” Dollin said. “When the prov-
ince announces something they are going to
do, we either say, great, go ahead, or really
dumb idea, or sometimes we say, really
dumb idea, but if you insist on doing it any-
way, make sure you do A, B and C. I think
that’s where we should go with this. I think
we should go with, we don’t like the idea of
an appointed chair, but if you insist on going
down this road, make sure it’s someone who
knows Simcoe County, has lived in Simcoe
County, make sure it’s someone with gover-
nance experience.”

Dollin put forth a motion requesting that
county council send a letter to the province
detailing council’s concerns.

The motion was passed.




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston & District Humane Society is
celebrating the opening of a new addition that
doubles the facility’s space and provides the
needed room to accommodate the many ani-
mals that come to the shelter each year.

The shelter grew from 1,500 to 3,200
square feet with the new addition.

Shelter staff, dignitaries, and donors gath-
ered to cut the ribbon to officially open the

new building on Saturday, April 18.

With a growing population in the region,
the shelter has seen an increase in the number
of animals abandoned or surrendered at the
Humane Society location.

It has been operating at capacity for several
years and needs more space to accommodate
more animals, as well as room for support
services.

The new addition was made possible by a
private donation from an estate.

“We are having a private function this

RIBBON CUTTING - The Allison & District Humane Society held a ribbon-cutting to officially open
a new addition to the local animal shelter. The new addition doubles the facility’s size. Jane Lorimer,
whose late husband Brian was a long-time shelter volunteer and has the new addition being named
in his honour, and Jennifer Lorimer cut the ribbon to open the new building.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

PROGRESS CONTINUES - Construction on New Tecumseth Fire Station #4 is progress-
ing and is on budget and on schedule. The new fire station, located on the 14th Line near
the Briar Hill subdivision, will meet the need for expanded fire and rescue services as the
town grows. The facility is expected to open in the fall of 2026 with the completion of the
building and the arrival of the new fire trucks and apparatus.
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Alliston & District Humane Society celebrates opening of new addition

morning for our donors. These are people
who have purchased naming opportunities to
support the shelter and a lot of people who
support us over the year,” explained Sherri
Wilson, volunteer and vice-president of the
Alliston & District Humane Society, during
the April 18 gathering.

“We are having a ribbon cutting ceremony
because the new expansion is dedicated to
Brian Lorimer. He was a long-time volunteer
here, and he passed away. His cousin Susan
Robins left a legacy donation to build the
expansion in his name.”

Robins, who herself was terminally ill,
inquired about the services the shelter offers.

RECOGNIZING EXPANSION - The Alliston & District Humane Society held a ribbon-cutting to

After being satisfied that the Alliston & Dis-
trict Humane Society was a ‘no kill” shelter
that does valuable work, she left a sizable
donation to build the new addition.

“This new wing is for cats,” Wilson
explained. “We have moved all the cats out of
the old building and now we have been able to
expand our dog and small animals program.
We were at full capacity all the time. We just
didn’t have the room to take new animals in.
In just the past three weeks, we have had six
dogs that were just dumped in the area.”

The new addition will benefit both the ani-
mals and the shelter volunteers who donate
their time to care for them.

officially open a new addition to the local animal shelter. Simcoe-Grey MPP Brian Saunderson,
left, and Simcoe-Grey MP Terry Dowdall, present certifications of recognition to Alliston & Dis-
trict Humane Society President Jane Clarke during the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Rumours

There was a time when the year 2000
was considered a futuristic date. For
some reason, that number represented a
time when science and technology would
be so advanced that life would be very
much different.

After all, the Space Family Robinson
blasted off in the Jupiter Il in 1997, and
at the time, that date was considered well
into the future.

Pretty much none of what was expected
to happen ever happened. We don’t have
flying cars like the Jetsons, and no cities
are encased in a giant glass dome.

Televisions have become much larger,
thinner, and have better resolution, so
that’s a bonus.

Except for digital technology, life as we
know it is just about the same as it was.

However, as the year 2000 approached,
media reports started telling the pub-
lic that there was a looming threat that
computer scientists and engineers had
missed when designing and building all
this new digital technology.

Someone theorized that since comput-
ers were designed to recognize two num-
bers as a year, computers were going to
have an issue when the calendar moved
into the new millennium.

The theory was that computers would
recognize ‘98’ as ‘1998’, however, they
would not understand or recognize 00 as

a year, and possibly interpret those digits
as 1900.

The looming situation became known
as Y2K, and there was general concern
worldwide that anything with a computer
chip or digital clock would simply shut
down when the clock clicked over to 00.

Hey, doesn’'t your car have computer
chips? What about your TV, your digital
alarm clock, and some of your kitchen
appliances?

Will you wake up on January 1, 2000,
to find your computer has had a cata-
strophic failure and has lost all of your
valuable data? Maybe our car won't start
because the computer chips failed?

Companies with a reliance on com-
puter technology, especially banks,
began scrambling for a fix.

Alot of people were very worried.

Then — nothing. Somehow, the comput-
ers all knew that the number that comes
after 1999 is 2000.

Crisis averted. Everyone’s car started
in the morning, and automatic coffee
makers started brewing java at 7 a.m.

When the COVID pandemic became
well-known in 2020, no one really knew
what to expect at first.

The government, rather quickly,
announced that many businesses
must close. Many others were severely
restricted in how they could operate.

A story still being written

| don’t know what it says about me
that one of the most exciting days of my
life took place when | was just 11 years
old, but it’s a fact | can’t deny.

As a youngster with a budding inter-
est in the monarchy, Queen Elizabeth |
and the Duke of Edinburgh’s 1997 trip to
Toronto was a chance not to be missed.

After my mom agreed to take me
into Toronto to see them at St. James’
Cathedral as they attended Sunday ser-
vices, | devised a game plan. Wanting
to stand out from the crowd, | donned
a near-neon tie-dyed Tasmanian Deuvil
t-shirt and picked out flowers of a rela-
tively unusual colour — a pinky peach
somewhat incongruously labelled as
“Oceana” — in the hopes of leaving an
impression. Okay, that sartorial choice,
which [ still have nearly 30 years later,
is one | might regret just a little bit, but
you can’t argue with results!

The excitement in the air was pal-
pable when the couple arrived at the
church around 11 a.m. The Queen was
the first to emerge from the car, with

Prince Philip following just a few steps
behind. After greeting members of the
clergy, they made their way towards the
entrance of the cathedral, smiling at the
hundreds who were waiting to catch a
glimpse.

Unaware of the proper protocols, |
reached out as far as | could over the
crowd barrier to give the bouquet to our
Head of State. She glanced over in my
direction and made what | felt was eye
contact before turning back to the path
and entering the church.

My chance had passed. It was the
first time | felt truly deflated.

But the feeling was only temporary.

Moments later, a member of Her Maj-
esty’s entourage came back out of the
church, made a bee-line for me and
said in hushed tones that the Queen
had asked him to come out to assure
me she had seen me and promised she
would come my way after the service,
after meeting members of the choir.

| guess the deflation showed on my
face, but any such feelings evaporated

FROM THE SECOND ROW

It was quickly becoming a crisis situa-
tion — especially for people like restaurant
owners or business owners whose func-
tions included human contact.

Thankfully, thanks to the wisdom and
apparent reliance on alcohol by those
at Queen’s Park, liquor stores remained
open, and shelves were fully stocked.

For some reason, the pandemic
resulted in a rumour that there was going
to be a massive toilet paper shortage.

For those with common sense, they
thought, why would a pandemic cause a
toilet paper shortage?

It didn’t matter. Some people believed
the rumour and started buying as much
as they could.

| recall standing in the checkout line at
the grocery store, next to a woman who
had two full shopping carts of toilet paper.

She looked angry and refused to make
eye contact with anyone, because she
knew her selfishness meant someone
else could not buy the product, as she
had cleaned out the shelves.

There never was a toilet paper short-
age. Everyone got what they needed.

During the 1970s, several credible
media sources said scientists were pre-
dicting that the earth was heading for a
new ice age, and had the date to prove it.

That was a little worrying for people
who prefer beach weather.

instantly and was replaced with a nearly
unbearable excitement.

The Queen emerged once again
about an hour later to the toll of bells.
The entourage member was standing
beside the monarch as he gestured
with his arm for she and Prince Philip to
walk through the line of choristers and
then conduct a walkabout.

Without saying a word, | could see
The Queen frown ever so slightly and
firmly shake her head. The walkabout
was to begin immediately and she
walked directly over to my side of the
barricades.

The excitement was too much by the
time she got to me and | have no recol-
lection of any exchange we might have
had — but the feeling was unforgettable,
and | think it’s a testament to her char-
acter that she made the time to make
one little kid in the crowd feel just a little
bit special that day.

Over the subsequent years, | was
fortunate enough to meet The Queen
on three more occasions, each time

BRIAN LOCKHART

The
happen.

A couple of decades
later, it was predicted,
again using scientific
data, that due to global warming, coastal
cities like New York would be going
underwater by 2005.

Some people actually moved further
inland to avoid the coming catastrophic
floods.

Yet people have recently been posting
duplicate photos of cities and ocean-side
landmarks taken over 100 years apart,
showing that sea levels in 1900 were
exactly the same as they are now.

One religious denomination, over the
years, has predicted several times the
end of the world as we know it.

These predictions resulted in cult mem-
ber selling their possession, failing to
obtain insurance policies, and not pursu-
ing post-secondary education. After all,
why would you need a degree if you're
going to be in heaven by midnight next
Tuesday?

The predictions, of course, all failed.

There will always be rumours, and
rumours of rumours.

Sometimes you just have to let the
chips fall where they may, and get on with
life without worrying about what may or
may not happen.

ice age didn’t

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER

unique and special,
but that very first
time stands above
the others. And,
as they did in Sep-
tember 2022 when
the second so-called Elizabethan Age
came to an end with her death at the
age of 96, they did so again at the start
of this week when her memory was cel-
ebrated across the Commonwealth in a
variety of ways to mark the 100th anni-
versary of her birth.

Much was said about Queen Eliza-
beth Il during her lifetime, and much
more has been said in the years imme-
diately following her passing and the
seamless succession of King Charles
Il

As | wrote in this space the week
of the succession, Elizabeth Il never
struck me as a public servant who was
in it for herself or her own personal

glory.

Continued on Page 15
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Death rattle of a superpower?

“We're offering a very fair and reasonable DEAL, and
| hope they take it because, if they don’t, the United
States is going to knock out every single Power Plant,
and every single Bridge, in Iran.” Familiarly genocidal
threats from Donald Trump, with the trademark mobster-
style “NO MORE MR NICE GUY” at the end. Amazing
how fast you get used to it.

There may be another ceasefire by the time you read
this, or 92 million Iranians may be learning to live with
no electricity, little food and no water. (In other rants
he threatens Iran’s desalination plants and its bridges,
crucial for getting food to the cities.) In either case,
the regime’s leaders, all survivors of his assassination
attempts, remain unyielding.

Trump regularly has “good conversations” with the
civilian and Islamic Revolutionary Guard leaders, many
of them entirely imaginary. But just beneath the surface
he’s as frantic as a trapped rat, unable to understand
why the Iranians won’t give in although “they have no

cards”. (Wrong: they have weapons, patience, faith
and, above all, favourable geography.)

He can’t admit even to himself that Israel’s Prime Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu tricked him into this doomed
enterprise, because that would be to admit he has been
fooled. John Kennedy took the blame for the Bay of
Pigs disaster and walked away. Trump cannot do either
of those things, so he keeps reinforcing failure.

If this were just a personal and political disaster for
Donald Trump and his associates, few people outside
the United States would see it as a tragedy, and neither
would about half of the American population. However,
if it also involves a permanent decline in US power in
the world, most Americans and many people elsewhere
would see it as an unwelcome change.

The key word here is ‘permanent’. In fact, that collapse
has already occurred, as witness the almost unanimous
refusal of America’s erstwhile allies to get involved in
Trump and Netanyahu'’s ‘war of choice’ against Iran, but
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it is so recent that a recovery still
seems possible. Maybe it is, and
maybe not.

Economic strength was always
the key factor in any system of
states, with military power mainly
determined by a country’s industrial
production. By that traditional mea-
sure the United States has long
been in relative decline (it produced
more than half the manufactured
goods in the world in 1945, but only
16% now.)

However, the United States
has remained the foremost power
because it spends a lot on a very
high-tech military (eight times Chi-
na’s spending) and it continues to
lead in science, in finance and in
intellectual property. Those more
or less intangible assets are more
easily lost, however, and they are
what is currently at risk because of
Trump’s presidency.

In the past five centuries there
have been three transfers of domi-
nance in the European state system,
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which expanded over that period
to include the whole world: from
Spain to France in about 1620 (the
Thirty Years’ War); from France to
Britain in about 1800 (the Napoleonic Wars), and from
Britain to the United States around 1940 (peacefully).

On the current assumption that China is the next
obvious candidate, a hopefully gradual and non-violent
transfer should occur in the next half-century, which
would give both China and the rest of the world time to
get used to the idea. But what if the United States falls
out early?

Trump has already seriously damaged America’s
reputation as a potential ally or partner, and he’s not
finished yet. Several American experts are already talk-
ing about the possibility of a civil war, and Trump him-
self came close to endorsing a coup attempt in January
2021. Countries that are fighting civil wars automatically
lose the crown.

At the same time, China’s claim to be the inevitable
successor to the role of First Among Equals is rapidly
being undermined by the demographic collapse that is
already getting under way in the country. It will halve the
population by the end of the century, and the economic
damage will probably be as grave as the demographic
effects.

The dark horse in the race is India, whose population
will still be around 1.5 billion in 2070 when China’s has
already fallen below one billion, heading down towards
730 million by 2100. But that would only give India the
prig if it manages to duplicate China’s feat of 30 g ars of
high-speed economic
growth (10 per cent-
plus annually , which is
far from assured.
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No ome bas mone self-conflidence than the person whs does a crosswond puazle with a pen

CLUES ACROSS 33. Defunct CLUES DOWN 34. Green vegetable
1. Egyptian bull-god supercomputer 1. Bridge building 35. Pacific Standard
5. Romanian monetary  developer degree Time

unit

8. Will Ferrell holiday
film

11. “It Ain’t Half Hot
Mum” actor

13. Error-related
negativity

14. Volcanic crater
15. Boston Herald
columnist Margery

16. True market value
17. Italian term for
exchange rate

18. Informal loan clubs
20. Men’s fashion
accessory

21. Children’s craft
supply

22. Extra benefits
25.In an early way
30. A judge has one
31. Soviet Socialist
Republic

32. Tractor unit

38. Promotional
materials

41. A forgetful state
43. One who beheads
45. Photographers

48. Small, rich sponge
cake

49. Clergy’s vestment
50. Expressed pleasure
55.Abba __, Israeli
politician

56. Zero

57. Ancient Greek word
for “earless”

59. Nigerian
governmental area

60. Mild expression of
surprise

61. Places to hang
things

62. Keyboard key

63. Make a mistake
64. One-time president

of Republic of Korea

2. Expression of
SOITOW Or pity

3. Large, stocky lizard
. Romanian river
. Communication
. Stoats

. Showcases

(o e Y e

. Bird of prey

9. King of Thebes
10. Cleaving tool

12. Large African
antelope

14. Three are
particularly notable
19. Meet one’s needs
23. C. European river
24. Dictator

25. Indicates how much
out of 100 (abbr.)

26. The 17th letter of
the Greek alphabet
27. Consume food
28. Woman (French)

29. Scrape a surface

36. Capital of Brazilian
city

37. Paddle

39. Cause to become
insane

40. Drier and flakier
41. Mimic

42. ESPN personality
Kimes

44. One who moves
slowly

45. Secret political
clique

46. Behind the stern
of a ship

47. Supernatural force
48. Sanctuary

51. Swiss river

52. Grayish white

53. Engrave by coating
54. North Carolina
university

58. Midway between

south and southeast
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: Plant a tree, shelter a life with annual campaign through My Sister’s Place

Every year at My Sister’s Place, we run
our annual Trees for Shelter campaign. For
this fundraising campaign, we sell potted
trees. The program began as a volunteer-run
campaign under the skilled and knowledge-
able supervision of retired forester Doug
Skeates, selling Spruce seedlings. It has
since branched out and grown over the years
into a smoothly running operation providing
a variety of native species of trees and bush-
es for both rural and suburban planting. The
program is now run by former board mem-
ber and farmer Dave Johnson, who keeps
and cares for the trees on his farm in Egbert.

Each year, we gather our volunteers and
have a planting day at the farm to pot our
seedlings to grow for the next year’s sales,
keeping the cycle of growth going. For the
past several years, we have potted several
varieties of seedlings, preparing them for
sale. Dave then waters and cares for the
trees throughout the spring, summer and fall

months. Trees can be pur-
chased through Dave now
at the farm for $25 each by
calling 705 458 9076.
Last year, for the first
time in the program’s his-
tory, we added a second

sales location to make
buying a tree easier and
more convenient. Mur-

phy’s Farm Market and
Bakery had trees available
for purchase beginning in May and running
through October. This year, Murphy’s will
again have trees available for purchase start-
ing on May 8th. Murphy’s Farm Market is
located at 5141 County Road 10, Alliston.
For store hours or directions, log onto www.
murphysfarmmarket.com.

We are excited to announce that this year,
we will have a third location for buying our
trees! Sheldon Creek Dairy will also carry

My Sister's Place

Trees for Shelter trees for
the spring, summer and fall
months, beginning on May
8th. Sheldon Creek Dairy
is located at 4300 Conces-
sion Road 5, Loretto. For
store hours and directions,
log onto www.sheldon-
creekdairy.ca.

The species of trees
available this year through
Dave, Murphy’s Farm

Market, and Sheldon Creek Dairy will be
White Spruce, White Cedar, Red Maple and
Cranberry bushes and will be sold for $25
each. Cash only.

We are so grateful to both Murphy’s Farm
Market and Sheldon Creek Dairy for their
support with the fundraiser and for making
it more convenient for people to buy our
Trees for Shelter trees.

The Trees for Shelter fundraising cam-

paign is an important part of our annual
fundraising agenda. The funds raised from
the program go to supporting the costs of
the shelter, 2nd stage housing, our in-shelter
services and outreach programs.

We also feel good that running the Trees
for Shelter program is benefiting the envi-
ronment. When you buy a Trees for Shel-
ter tree, you are not only helping support
women and children in your community liv-
ing with the consequences of violence and
abuse, but you are also making a difference
by helping contribute to a healthier plant.

For more information on the Trees for
Shelter program, email fundraiser@mysis-
tersplace.ca or call Dave at 705 458 9076.
This season, starting May 8, if you stop by
Murphy’s Farm Market or Sheldon Creek
Dairy to buy some farm market items, con-
sider buying a tree and supporting My Sis-
ter’s Place, an important service in our com-
munity.

Tim Hortons launches 2026 Smile Cookie Campaign in support of Stevenson Memorial Hospital and Matthew’s House

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Everyone loves a chocolate chip cookie.

Tim Hortons will once again be hosting
its spring Smile Cookie Campaign, with
proceeds going to local charities chosen by
location owners.

This year, Tim Hortons in Alliston at
Dunham Drive, Young Street, and Highway
50 at Highway 89 locations will be sup-
porting the Stevenson Memorial Hospital
Foundation and Matthews House Hospice
Foundation in Alliston.

The campaign’s spring goal is to sell
25,000 cookies. The smile cookies are a
very popular treat and only cost $2 each.

“This is the second year they have done
it as a partnership with the Hospital Foun-
dation and Matthews House Hospice,”
explained Kara Harris, community and
corporate giving officer with the Stevenson
Memorial Hospital Foundation.

“They make the cookies, and we have
volunteers that decorate them. Every cookie
bought in this community serves the com-
munity through healthcare and hospice
care. The Stevenson Memorial Hospital has

their ‘Because of You’ campaign, which is
an $80 million campaign to provide equip-
ment, upgrades to new technology, and, of
course, to help support the build of the new
facility due to open in 2028.”

Tim Hortons holds two Smile Cookie
campaigns every year — one in the fall, and
one in the spring.

“We’ve been doing the Smile Cookie
campaign for the best part of 20 years,”
explained Dave Cropper, general manager
of the Young St. Tim Hortons location. “The
campaign is run twice each year. The one in
the spring is all local. In the fall, its sup-

ports Tim Hortons Foundation camps and a
local charity. In Alliston we split it between
charities in the spring, and this time it is
for the hospital and Matthews House. They
are important local charities. The goal we
are trying to hit this year, is 25,000 cookies
between the three locations.”

While Tim Hortons employees make the
cookies, the happy smile decoration is done
by volunteers who go into the store and
learn how to apply the signature iced happy
face.

The spring Smile Cookie Campaign runs
from Monday, April 27, to Sunday, May 3.

Answer the call.
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Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Volunteer with Ontario Corps.

Ontario @



BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Simcoe County Tri-Service Public
Safety Awards ceremony is marking its 15th
year of recognizing and celebrating the dedi-
cation of the region’s public safety commu-
nicators.

The ceremony took place at the County of
Simcoe Administration Centre on Thursday,
Apr. 16.

This annual event honours the call-takers,
dispatchers, supervisors and support staff
whose actions and expertise make an immea-
surable impact every day.

This year, the ceremony recognized two
young 911 callers whose actions saved lives
and helped emergency services obtain the
critical information when it was needed.

Public safety communicators are often the
calm voice during someone’s most difficult
moment, ensuring critical information is
relayed quickly and accurately to emergency
personnel.

“Public safety communicators are the
heroes who are on the other end of the line
when a person calls 9-1-1, ensuring that help
is within reach,” said Simcoe County War-
den Basil Clarke. “As we celebrate the 15th
year of this ceremony, we are proud to rec-
ognize their exceptional efforts and grateful
for the work they do each day to keep our
communities safe.”

Three awards were given to communica-
tors, and two youth awards were presented.

Communicator of the Year for Public
Safety Communications Award

Denise Horn, a communicator with the
Orillia Fire Department, is the recipient of
this award.

Denise consistently demonstrates strong
decision-making skills in complex situations
and when determining required next steps,
often thinking ahead and asking the right
questions.

She is calm and clear on the phone or radio,
no matter what the severity of the incident is,
or how many incidents she is handling.

Support Staff for Public Safety Award

This award went to Melissa Soule, a valu-
able member of the emergency services team
from Midland Fire Services.

Melissa demonstrates sustained excellence
over time, not just during isolated events.
She maintains professionalism under pres-
sure, particularly during high-stress or time-
sensitive situations and is trusted by both
leadership and staff to manage confidential
and critical information appropriately.

Her exceptional attention to detail,
accountability, and dedication reflect the
core values and professionalism expected of
emergency services support staff.

Simcoe County Public Safety Communi-
cations Team Award

This award was presented to Barrie Fire

communicators Tracey Hyder, Ashlee Heb-
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County honouring 911 heroes at Tri-Service Public Safety Awards ceremony

ner, Benoit Osborne, Kirsten Heard, and
Amanda Balch for their actions during a
severe winter storm, which created danger-
ous travel conditions across Simcoe County.

The storm left more than 200 motorists
stranded on roadways in Springwater.

During the height of this incident, the
Communications Centre experienced a CAD
system outage, requiring the team to imme-
diately transition to a fully manual, paper-
based operation.

The team coordinated responses for
stranded motorists, supported fire operations
on severely congested roadways, and main-
tained situational awareness without auto-
mated tools.

This response highlighted the team’s abil-
ity to collaborate, innovate, and maintain ser-
vice continuity during system failures, ensur-
ing public safety even when conditions were
at their worst.

2026 Youth Awards
Youth awards were nominated by Wasaga
Beach Fire and Georgian CACC.

Charlotte Bieniek

On the afternoon of July 4, 2025, eight-
year-old Charlotte Bieniek demonstrated
extraordinary courage and composure during
a life-threatening emergency on the Notta-
wasaga River.

While paddleboarding with her mother,
Charlotte noticed her mother stop paddling
and was struggling to respond.

Recognizing the danger, Charlotte tied
her board to her mother’s, stabilized her,
and paddled against the current for approxi-
mately 500 meters to reach the boat slip.

Charlotte pulled the board up as far as she
could, climbed the bank, and called for help.
When her mother lost consciousness, Char-
lotte returned to the water, placed her in the
recovery position, secured the boat, and ran
to alert her grandparents.

She retrieved critical medical information,
including transplant history and medications.

Charlotte’s calm, logical actions saved her
mother’s life.

Hannah

Hannah called 911 and identified herself as
a young teenager.

She reported that a vehicle had pulled into
her driveway and the driver knocked on her
door, asking her to call an ambulance. The
person at the door said their mother was hav-
ing a heart attack.

Despite her young age and chaotic circum-
stances, Hannah remained calm, answered
all questions clearly, and followed instruc-
tions while on the phone with 911.

Hannah demonstrated exceptional com-
posure, accurately following instructions
and assisting with life-saving measures until
EMS arrived.

Her bravery, maturity, and ability to follow
and relay critical instructions were instru-
mental in the care provided before EMS
arrived.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times?
Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com.
Be sure to include your name and town.

Vinces

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham
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in effect Apr16-May 6 -

ONTARIO LIVING
LETTUCE
ASSORTED VARIETIES

299

pk of 2

CALIFORNIA
STRAWBERRIES

e
SWEET

v

1%
g

GREEN
ZUCCHINI
PROD OF MEXICO

&.“i& e it"';:a :

TULIPS,
HYACINTHS
OR DAFFODILS

149,

3.28/kg

6

BONELESS
SCHNEIDERS SKINLESS TRIPLE CROWN LAROCCA VINCE’S OWN
RED HOTS CHICKEN FROZEN SALAD DOMED CAKES FRENCH
NEW SPICY FLAVOUR! BREAST SHRIMP ASSORTED VARIETIES BAGUETTE

R\N RD _ g&g;"‘g PRICING)
: EXTRA VIRGIN
OLIVE OIL
FROMITALY
S 24
BLACK

DUTCH EDAM m FOREST HAM ITALPASTA

CHEESE 1009 - DELFRESH cold PASTA

DELISLICED SLICED OR PACKAGED pressed save 4.00 ASSORTED VARIETIES save 1.50

oo}

6" pots

I MEMBER
Rovant<c RO NLY
REW _ PK PRICING)

N T

GRAY RIDGE
PREMIUM EGGS
WHITE ONLY

ea

MEMBER
ONLY,
PRICING; -

=l .\a-,?.* J




8 THE NEW TECUMETH TIMES | THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

The countdown is on as Tottenham pre-
pares for one of its most anticipated events
of the year — the Tottenham C.R.I.C.
Draw & Dance returning to the Tottenham
Community and Fitness Centre on Satur-
day, May 2. This beloved community tradi-
tion promises an unforgettable evening of
entertainment, excitement and giving back.

For more than four decades, Tottenham
C.R.I.C. (Community Recreation Improve-
ment Committee) has been investing in our
community — and the impact is undeni-
able. Since 1979, close to $1 million has
been reinvested into local recreation and
cultural initiatives, supporting projects and
organizations that enrich the lives of resi-
dents across Tottenham.

From Coventry Park lighting and the
CRI.C. Idea Lab at the Pam Kirkpatrick
Branch Library, to local sports teams,
Music in the Park, Next Step Literacy, Our
Town Food Bank, TNT Disc Golf Course,
Tottenham Community Week, and the Tot-
tenham Legion — the reach of C.RI.C.’s
support can be seen throughout the com-
munity.

Declared a Municipally Significant
Event by the Town of New Tecumseth, the
Draw & Dance is C.R.I.C.’s signature fun-
draiser. The evening features an exciting
elimination draw with close to $50,000 in
prizes, building anticipation all night until
the grand-prize winner drives away with a
brand-new Honda Civic LX.

But the excitement doesn’t stop there.

Scan the QR code to buy tickets

Guests will enjoy a full night of live enter-
tainment with popular band Your New
Neighbors, plus a DJ to keep the dance
floor packed. With a buffet available all
night, a photobooth, and a vibrant atmo-
sphere filled with friends and neighbours,
it all comes together for an unforgettable
night out.

Get Your Tickets — and Be Part of the
Impact

Tickets are $75 and admit two guests,
offering incredible value for an evening
of dinner, live entertainment, prizes, and
community spirit. Attendees must be 19
years of age or older.

CRIC. is also calling on commu-
nity members to get involved behind the
scenes. Volunteers are needed to help make
the event a success, particularly those with
up-to-date Smart Serve certification for bar

ROCKIN’ TOTTENHAM - Your New Neighbors will be back at the Tottenham Community and
Fitness Centre on May 2 to rock the annual C.R.1.C Draw & Dance. The band plays covers of
popular music through the decades. Fund raised through the event support local charities and

community-based initiatives.

service. Students are welcome and can earn
valuable community volunteer hours while
being part of this signature event.

Tickets and event information is avail-
able at www.tottenhamcric.ca.

Whether you come for the prizes, the

FILE PHOTO

music, the food, or the cause, one thing is
certain — the Tottenham C.R.I.C. Draw &
Dance is more than just a night out. It’s a
celebration of generosity, connection, and
community pride.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of it.

Explore in-demand careers at upcoming Simcoe County Skilled Trades Fair

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you have considered a job in the
trades, there is an opportunity to learn

about rewarding career opportunities at the
Simcoe County Skilled Trades Fair, taking

place today (April 23), at Georgian Col-
lege’s Midland Campus.

The community-focused event is free and
open to the public.

The Skilled Trades Fair highlights career
opportunities across construction, manu-
facturing, transportation, electrical, and

industrial sectors.

This interactive event is designed for job
seekers, career changers, parents, and any-
one curious about skilled trades pathways.

Attendees will have the opportunity to
connect directly with employers, training
organizations, and industry professionals
working in high-demand trades.

There will be the opportunity to sit in on
live discussions exploring pathways into
the skilled trades, including a live podcast
hosted by SM Skillforce featuring inter-

views with industry experts on apprentice-
ship and certification in Ontario. There will
be a discussion with employers about what
they look for when hiring and candid con-
versations with skilled trades professionals
who will share their career experiences and
insights.

The Simcoe County Skilled Trades Fair
will take place at the Georgian College
Midland Campus, located at 649 Prospect
Blvd., Midland, on April 23 from 3 p.m. to
7 p.m.

Heritage Fair returning to Simcoe County Museum

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

What happens when curiosity meets Cana-
dian history? You get the Simcoe County Heri-
tage Fair at the Simcoe County Museum.

The fair is a place where stories of Canada’s
past will be shared by students from across
Simcoe County.

From fascinating historical figures to unique
cultural stories, these projects showcase
months of creativity, research, and passion.

The public is invited to wander through

the projects and explore Canadian heritage
through fresh eyes.

With nearly 700 students participating at the
school level last year, this regional fair repre-
sents the best of local stories.

The Simcoe County Heritage Fair will take
place on Wednesday, April 29, at the Simcoe
County Museum (1151 ON-26, Minesing),
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Admission is $8 for adults (21-64), $6 for
seniors (65+), $6 for youth (12-20), $4 for
children (4-11) and free for preschoolers and
museum members.



BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE
REPORTER

Local volunteers - The heart of the community

Many organizations that exist to
help others in the community rely
on volunteers to ensure their valu-
able work is completed.

Volunteers are the heart of the
community, donating their time and
skills to make life better for others.

Whether teaching others a skill,
running a program, driving a bus,
or using their talents to help work
on a project, their contributions
are a huge part of keeping these
programs and organizations run-
ning.

“Our volunteers really are the
foundation of our organization,”
said Brenda Pufek, CONTACT
Community Services manager of
community engagement and de-
velopment, about the importance
of volunteers to CONTACT. “We
couldn’t do what we do, without

NTPL sincerely thanks all of our Friends of the
Library for their help in enhancing our
collections and services!

our volunteers. They do everything
from run the Clothesline store to
help facilitate seniors’ programs
and helping people in need.”

Marcia Breedon has been volun-
teering at CONTACT for six years,
after originally being on staff. She
retired after being injured and re-
turned to help out through volun-
teering at CONTACT’s clothing
store, The Clothesline.

“The reason we volunteer is to
give back to the community,” Mar-
cia explained. “Everything that
comes into the store — all the money
goes to help people find jobs, and
housing, and we help the home-
less.”

Maria does a lot of the merchan-
dising at the store and goes through
the clothes to make sure they are
okay to be sold.

“I’'m retired so I’ve got a lot of
time. I feel good doing it, and I've
made a lot of friends,” Marcia said
of why she likes volunteering.

Christine Wodchis has been vol-
unteering at CONTACT for a year
and a half and said she does it so
she can give back to the community.

“I love giving back to the com-
munity,” Christine said. “I facilitate
the seniors program. I like to get all
these seniors out to try new things
they haven’t tried before. It gets
them out and socializing. I helped
with the birdhouse program and
the pickleball program. We did the
aquafit, and it’s great to see them
get out, and it’s all free for them.
Through volunteering I get a sense
of fulfillment. It makes me feel
good.”

Many local volunteers have been
giving their time for many years,
with some seeing decades of volun-
teering behind them.

They all agree that it gives them
a sense of purpose, a sense of ful-
fillment and an opportunity to give
back to the community they live
in.

v

of
the

New Tecumseth
Public Library

THANK
YOU

We are actively looking for more Friends,
please visit our website at
www.ntpl.ca

to learn more.

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026 9

—
(=]

National
Volunteer
Week

VOLUNTEERS - As part of national Volunteer Week, volunteers across the
country are being celebrated for their selfless contributions to their com-
munities. CONTACT Community Services Manager of Community Engage-
ment & Development, Brenda Pufek, is joined by volunteers Marcia Breedon
and Christine Wodchis at a volunteer appreciation dinner held at the Alliston
BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Lions Club hall on Monday, Apr.20.
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Local man planning long-distance cycling-running journey in support of autism

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A local man is planning a long-distance
run/bike trip from Windsor to Ottawa to
raise funds and awareness for autism.

Adam McEachern, an Alliston resident,
York Region Police officer, and father of
two neurodiverse children,, will be leaving
Windsor on April 30, with plans to arrive in
Ottawa on May 17.

The funds raised will support Kerry’s
Place Autism Services in Toronto.

Local singer/songwriter Grant Boyer is
providing support by allowing one of his
songs to be part of the run and promotional
videos.

During the run, McEachern will stop at
the Adjala-Tosorontio Municipal Office on
May 5, before heading into Alliston. This
will provide him with one night during the
run when he can lay his head on his own
bed.

There will be a special fundraising din-
ner — Carbboost 2026 — a spaghetti dinner
which is being organized by the Kiwanis

Club of South Simcoe with the support of
many community groups, organizations, and
businesses, that will take place on May 5.

The bike run will be a 989-kilometre jour-
ney, during which Adam will run 20 to 25
kilometres and cycle 35 to 55 kilometres
each day. The trip will end near the Terry
Fox statue in Ottawa.

Since 2020, Adam has completed three
24-hour events and one 12-hour endurance
event, raising approximately $100,000 for
Kerry’s Place Autism Services, Autism
Ontario, and Special Olympics Ontario.

Kerry’s Place Autism Services supports
around 8,000 neurodiverse individuals
across Ontario, with locations in Oran-
geville, Guelph, Barrie, Newmarket, and
Brampton.

LONG DISTANCE - A local man is planning a
long-distance run and bike trip from Windsor
to Ottawa to raise awareness and support for
autism. Alliston resident Adam McEachern will
be making the journey starting on April 30, with
the trip expected to take around 18 days.
BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

County of Simcoe approves 54 Partnership Fund applications for tourism and culture initiatives

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe has approved 54 suc-
cessful applications totalling $400,370 through
the 2026 Experience Simcoe County Partner-
ship Fund.

The program will fund tourism-focused and
culture-driven initiatives that focus on attract-
ing visitors to the region.

A total of 60 applications requesting nearly

$400,000 in financial support were submitted
for the fund in 2026.

“These investments reflect our commitment
to supporting the people, organizations, and
communities that bring Simcoe County’s sto-
ries, culture, and experiences to life,” said Sim-
coe County Warden Basil Clarke. “This Part-
nership Fund helps ensure that residents and
visitors alike can enjoy inclusive, engaging,
and memorable activities across our region.”

The Experience Simcoe County Partnership

44

-

VENDOR APPLICATIONS

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLYF

shopping experience

Fund supports and enhances tourism offerings
in the County by investing in initiatives that
increase awareness and appreciation of Simcoe
County’s diverse tourism, cultural, and recre-
ation offerings.

It also fosters partnerships and collaboration
among tourism stakeholders, municipalities,
and organizations to strengthen the regional
tourism ecosystem, while supporting innova-
tive, inclusive, and accessible programming

that improves the quality and appeal of visitor
experiences.

It also aligns funded projects with the Expe-
rience Simcoe County work plan and strategic
priorities, including destination marketing,
product development and workforce develop-
ment.

The full list of 54 successful applicants
can be found online at experience.simcoe.ca/
resources/grant.

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join
us in making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible
inaugural event, we're excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing
Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you're ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, join a
festive tradition in the making, we'd love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

i !(ﬁ

Magic is 7 years old and head of the greeting

committee. He loves to get his pets and runs to

meet the volunteers. Magic is very playful and

: will spend hours with a wand toy. This handsome

. W stud has a best buddy Rufus, who although isn‘t
SR as outgoing, also loves his pets (yes you can

adopt both!).

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds,
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono .

o

P

Magic is neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
flea treated and vaccinated.
Adoption price: $275

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

orangevillehollyfest.ca

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code, visit our
website or email shows@Ipcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.

Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early
acceptance on June 26.
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How seniors can build their social networks in retirement

Social isolation and loneliness can have a notably adverse effect on a person’s overall health.
According to the World Health Organization, roughly 12 percent of older individuals experience loneliness,
which can have a negative impact on their physical and mental health, quality of life, and even their life expectancy.

eniors have much to gain when they take
S successful steps to avoid social isolation. Se-
niors who are concerned about the prospect
of social isolation or loneliness or those already
experiencing such feelings can try these strategies

to build their social networks in retirement.

* RECONNECT WITH OLD FRIENDS

It’s easy for adults to lose touch with old friends.
By the time many adults reach middle age, pro-
fessional and personal obligations can leave little
time for a thriving social life. Successful profes-
sionals may be preoccupied with work projects,
and while parents may be juggling their own
hectic schedules with their children’s obligations.
Come retirement, much of those responsibilities
have ended, making this a perfect time to recon-
nect with old friends who also might have extra

free time on their hands. Reach out through social
media, text message or even a phone call, and let
the situation unfold organically from there.

* TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

COMMUNITY OFFERINGS

Many communities sponsor events for seniors,
like bus trips to local museums or stadiums, in an
effort to encourage seniors to get out of the house.
Retirees can take advantage of these opportuni-
ties, which tend to attract like-minded individuals
with the same interests. A bus trip to a theater pro-
duction will attract fellow arts lovers, and shared
interests are a solid foundation for friendship.

¢ START A LOCAL CLUB OR GROUP
Starting a local club based on a particular activity
is another great way for seniors to build a social

Dr. Matthew Lim
Optometrist

New Patients Welcome

« Comprehensive Eye Care

* Direct Billing Available

* Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available

905-936-3112

13 Queen Street S.,
Tottenham, Ontario

network in retirement. Take to social media and
express your interest in starting a local book club
or walking group. Like community-sponsored bus
trips, clubs and groups tend to attract like-mind-
ed individuals, providing a built-in pathway to
friendship.

* RECONNECT WITH YOUR FAITH

Houses of worship also offer a great way to meet
locals and build relationships based on a shared
identity. Faith-based communities provide a sense
of belonging that can help retirees overcome so-
cial isolation and loneliness.

* OPEN YOURSELF TO NEW EXPERIENCES
Trying something new is another great way to
make new friends. Many local agencies like parks
departments or community recreation offices of-

fer seniors in-person workshops covering a wide
range of activities. These offerings are a great way
to discover a new pastime and meet new people
along the way.

Good Samaritan

Seniors'Living

I Retirement Lodge -

Long Term Care Hom . 48

Come Home
to a warm and friendly place

Good Samaritan |-

Seniors’Living

Retirement Lodge - Long Term Care Home
481 Victoria Street East, Alliston - 705-435-5722
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How seniors can find a suitable volunteering o

Seniors may not be able to handle a volunteering op- /

olunteering is a rewarding experience that
\/engages people from all walks of life. While

young adults and adults in middle age may
find it hard to squeeze volunteering into their sched-
ules, retirees are free of many of the professional and
personal obligations that prevent younger adults
from volunteering.

Retirees can reap some unique benefits from volun-
teering. Volunteering can provide retirees new op-
portunities to socialize, which can help them avoid
feelings of social isolation and loneliness that many
seniors confront after retiring. Volunteering also can
provide an opportunity for seniors to utilize their
professional expertise to the benefit of others.

With so much to gain from volunteering, retirees can
start looking for opportunities in their communities.
Many such opportunities exist, and the following tips

can help retirees find the most suitable one for them.

IDENTIFY YOUR MOTIVATION TO VOLUNTEER
Identifying why you want to volunteer can be a
great first step. Many retirees who had long and dis-
tinguished careers in the professional arena aspire
to give back by employing their expertise in new
ways. For example, retired attorneys may want to
volunteer with a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides free legal advice to those who cannot afford
to hire their own legal representatives. Once retir-
ees have identified why they want to volunteer, they
can then look for opportunities that align with that
motivation.

CONSIDER ANY POTENTIAL
LIMITATIONS YOU HAVE

Some volunteering opportunities are physically de-
manding, which makes them difficult for retirees.

portunity that requires heavy lifting or one that asks
volunteers to spend hours on their feet. Be honest
about any physical limitations, and discuss any un-
certainty you might have with your health care pro-
vider before committing to a volunteering gig.

DECIDE HOW MUCH TIME YOU

CAN VOLUNTEER

Volunteering is often characterized as a rewarding
experience that offers homebound seniors a chance
to get up and go. But some retirees already have
active social lives, so it's imperative that prospective
volunteers identify how much time they have to
volunteer. Many organizations allow volunteers to
determine how much time they spend volunteer-
ing, but others may ask more of volunteers in regard
to a time commitment. For example, volunteering
to organize community events may require a sig-

nificant time commitment that some retirees do
not necessarily want to make.

There are many great reasons to volunteer. Retirees
considering volunteering can give the prospect am-
ple consideration before they begin searching for
the right opportunity to give back.

AGING AND CHANGE GO HAND IN HAND.
Physical changes associated with aging,
such as graying hair or reduced muscle
mass, may garner the most attention. But
personal relationships also can change as
people age.

It is important to have a solid group of
friends. Psychology Today reports that a
strong social network reduces the risk of
early death by around 45 percent. Recent
data even indicates that loneliness is as
great a health risk as smoking half a pack
of cigarettes per day. Starting fresh and
making friends at 50 or older might seem
challenging. Although making new friends

after 5o may take more effort than it did
when you were younger, it is certainly not
impossible. Here are some tips for making
friends after 5o.

* JOIN A NETWORKING GROUP
Networking isn't just for advancing your
career. Networking groups that focus on
friendships can help individuals meet one
another. Perhaps there is a neighborhood
group in which people from a particular
housing development or several streets in
town get together? Shared interests can in-
clude the place where you live.

* ORGANIZE A GET-TOGETHER
Sometimes making friends involves effort

MAKING FRIENDS IN YOUR GOLDEN YEARS

on your part. You might need to step out of
your comfort zone and initiate first contact
with others. Maybe there is a person at a
store you run into frequently, or someone
whose path you cross regularly that can be
asked out to a get-together?

e GET INVOLVED WITH ACTIVITIES

A church group or a volunteer activity can
be a great place to meet new people. In fact,
volunteers often get involved for the express
purpose of getting to know others and to be
integral members of the community.

* CONSIDER OTHER GENERATIONS
Friends need not be the same age and from

the same generation. Keep an open mind
that friends can come in all ages and from
all walks of life.

Making friends after 50 requires some ef-
fort, but a sizable social network can benefit
individual well-being into one’s golden years.

A (ONHDENT SMILE
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Everyone is eligible for the
Canadian Dental Care Plan!

Call them TODAY at 1-833-537-4342 to see if you are eligible,
then call us to book your next appointment!

CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN covers

EXAMS AND X RAYS ¢ 1 CLEANING A YEAR ° FILLINGS *« EXTRACTIONS
ROOT CANALS & OTHER BASIC DENTAL NEEDS

Don’t assume you don’t qualify, call them and find out!

@eefcn FAMILY

DENTAL

we=CENTR E =

905-729-7272

Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates
29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON LOG 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com

FUNERAL CENTRE

LTD

Family Owned & Operated
« Spacious, Modern Facility with Ample Parking
o Burial, Cremation & Celebration of Life Options
« Extensive Aftercare Estate Document Package
« Prearraning & Preneed

519 Victoria Street East, Alliston 705-435-3535




Cetebraiioy SENIORS

THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | CELEBRATING SENIORS | THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026 1 3

health problems an
eye exam can catch

no) They say that the eyes are the window to the soul.

ut theyre also your window to the world
B around you, which is why its important to

have your eyes tested regularly. Beyond issues
with your vision, an eye exam can also help detect
other health issues that you should investigate fur-
ther. Particularly if your eye exam includes an opti-
cal coherence tomography (OCT) scan, then it may
help detect some eye conditions at earlier stages.

Here are five health issues that may be seen during
an eye exam.

BRAIN TUMOURS
Some types of tumours can increase pressure on the
brain, which in turn can impact your eyes. An op-

tometrist can see if you have swollen optic nerves,
which can be caused by a brain tumour.

SKIN CANCER

Your optometrist will examine your eyes for indica-
tions of skin cancer on the eyelids, around the eyes
or within the eye as part of the exam.

DIABETES

Your optometrist might be able to detect diabetes even
before you've been diagnosed with it, by spotting a
yellow fluid or bleeding in your retina. An OCT scan
can also help optometrists detect early or subtle diabet-
ic changes. Early detection of diabetes can help avoid
long-term vision loss or other serious complications.

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

An eye exam provides a non-invasive way for op-
tometrists to view the actions of blood vessels and
nerves. Changes in the retina such as bleeding or
changes to blood vessels at the back of the eye can
indicate high blood pressure, which is one of the risk
factors for developing glaucoma.

HEART DISEASE

An OCT scan can also help your optometrist look
for signs of eye strokes which could indicate heart
disease. Eye strokes happen when cells have died be-

cause they were deprived of blood or oxygen, or a

vein is blocked causing blood to pool up in the eye.

Optometrists who operate the independent clinics
at Specsavers include OCT scans as a standard part
of all their eye exams at no additional cost to the

patient.

Learn more about the benefits of regular eye exams
at specsavers.ca.

www.newscanada.com

What seniors can do to safeguard their mental health

Mental health has increasingly been noted as a key ingredient to an individual health regimen.

THE STIGMA once assigned to mental health
issues has largely dissipated, and many peo-
ple now recognize that mental health should
be just as big a priority as physical health.
Recognition of the importance of mental
health is a step in the right direction, and se-
niors also can consider these strategies to
safeguard their mental health.

* RECOGNIZE YOUR VULNERABILITY

Mental health is shaped by numerous vari-
ables, including earlier life experiences and
some notable stressors related to aging,
such as a decline in functional ability that

can cause psychological distress. Seniors
also are more likely than others to experi-
ence adverse events like the loss of a loved
one or even aloss of purpose, which can af-
fect anyone upon retirement. Recognition
of this vulnerability may be enough to com-
pel seniors to seek advice and assistance
on how to safeguard their mental health
from age-related stressors.

e TAKE TIME OUT IF YOU’RE A CAREGIVER
The Alzheimer’s Association reports that
studies have found that 70 percent of care-
givers report feeling stress related to co-

ordination of care, while two in three care-
givers have difficulty finding resources and
support for their needs. Seniors who have
taken on caregiving duties for a loved one
must protect their own mental health by
taking time out to care for themselves as
well. Work with family members to share re-
sponsibilities when caring for a loved one. If
family members cannot pitch in, then work
with local government agencies to alleviate
some of the stress of caregiving.

* MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SOCIALIZE
Social connection can significantly improve

mental health and provide a sense of life
satisfaction while improving quality of life.
Seniors are urged to prioritize socialization.
Many community-based groups, includ-
ing government offices, run programs de-
signed specifically to facilitate socialization
among older residents. Take advantage of
such programs whenever possible. Seniors
living alone also may want to consider re-
locating to communities exclusive to peo-
ple age 55 and over, as such developments
typically offer an array of socialization op-
portunities to residents.

With flexible scheduling and personalized service,
MOLLY MAID helps seniors live independently with
confidence while enjoying the lifestyle they love.

Dependable Cleaning

from the Professionals you can Trust!

MOLLY MAID is ideal for seniors, providing reliable,
professional support that helps maintain a clean,
safe and comfortable home without physical strain.
Their trusted, insured teams take care of routine
cleaning tasks, offering peace of mind and more
time to enjoy doing what matters to you the most.

705.881.9698

rhonda-millsap@mollymaid.ca

o,
MOLLY MAID
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A different kind of
multigenerational escape

Ccon

(NC) For many families, finding meaningful
time together can be a challenge. Work,
distance and the pace of everyday life often
pull family members in different directions.
One way an increasing number of families
are choosing to reconnect is luxury yacht
cruising.

It's a travel experience that blends explora-
tion, ease and togetherness, which can give
every generation space to enjoy the journey
in their own way. Here are four reasons why
more families are trying it:

1. Experiences that suit every pace. Mod-
ern yacht cruising is all about choice. Some
family members might want to dive into
local culture on a guided tour or food tast-
ing, while others prefer a slower day—snor-
kelling in clear waters, lounging on deck or
unwinding in the spa. With onboard ameni-
ties like pools, gyms and libraries, everyone
can find their own rhythm, whether that’s
active adventure or quiet downtime.

2. Travel made simple. Unlike traditional
cruise ships that can carry thousands, bou-
tique yachts like those from Emerald Cruis-
es &amp; Tours host just over 100 guests.
This smaller scale means a less crowded
and more relaxed atmosphere, perfect for

.o"; o --""

,

families who want both togetherness and
personal space.

3. Adventures that bring everyone togeth-
er. By day, everyone can choose their own
adventure, such as a coastal hike, a market
visit or simply soaking up sunshine at sea.
Come evening, the family can gather again
to share the stories of what they experi-
enced, over dinner or cocktails on deck. It’s
travel that keeps everyone engaged without
ever feeling rushed or confined.

4. New destinations, no repacking. One
benefit, especially for older travellers, is that
passengers unpack once, and the ship does
the rest. Passengers experience a variety of
sights, from famous destinations to hidden
harbours, without the stress of repacking
and moving accommodations each time.

At its heart, luxury yacht cruising isn't just
about where you go, it's about the time
spent together along the way. It offers fami-
lies a chance to slow down, share experienc-
es across generations and create memories
that last long after the voyage ends.

Learn more about creating a multigenera-

tional escape at emeraldcruises.ca/yacht.
www.newscanada.com

Hearing Well, Living Fully:

Supporting Seniors in Alliston
S R

There is something spe-
cial about the way seniors
shape a community. In Allis-
ton, their stories are part of
everyday life. They are the
neighbours who built local
businesses, raised families,
volunteered their time, and
continue to show up with
quiet strength and resil-
ience.

As we celebrate seniors, it
is important to recognize
that staying connected
plays a big role in maintaining independence and quality of life. Conversa-
tions with family, laughter with friends, and simply hearing the sounds of
daily life all contribute to a sense of belonging. When hearing becomes more
challenging, many people begin to withdraw without even realizing it.

Hearing care is not about perfection. It is about making everyday moments
easier and more enjoyable. Small steps, like a hearing check, can help people
stay engaged in the conversations and activities they value most. This is es-
pecially important as hearing changes are a natural part of aging.

At Hear Right Canada, the focus is on providing clear, supportive guidance in
a comfortable setting. Every individual has different needs, and care should
always reflect that. The goal is to help people feel confident, informed, and
supported at every stage.

If you or someone you care about has noticed changes in hearing, consider
booking a hearing test.
It is a simple step that can make a meaningful difference.

Come visit our caring Hear Right Canada team at 106 Victoria Street West,
Unit 300 or call (705) 250 8884.
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Wear reliable aids, hear better, save money
and support local! Payment plans available.

hearrightcanada.ca

106 Victoria Street West, Unit 300,
Alliston, ON L9R 1Y7

(705) 250 8884

Locally owned. Free hearing tests. No referral needed. Devices to fit different budgets and needs.
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Many of her closest friends and acquain-
tances underscored the point that she
much rather would have spent her life qui-
etly on a farm with her beloved horses and
dogs, far away from the pomp and circum-
stance that defined her life. But fate had
other plans.

She had a destiny to fulfil, and that des-
tiny was a role she felt duty-bound to take
anything but lightly. She was conscious of
her role as monarch, yes, and took the role
extremely seriously, but there was also the
fact that she was, above and beyond being
Queen, a custodian of the Crown and a
representation of something much larger
than herself: a public servant like no other.

The subsequent three-and-a-half years
since her death have left plenty of time for
reflection, and in that time, a fuller picture
of the woman continues to emerge as

more people within her circle feel more
respectful in sharing their perspective.

Historian Anna Keay has been tasked
by the King in penning his mother’s official
biography, it was announced last week.
As is the case with official biographies
of any public leader, the author will have
access to a trove of private papers, dia-
ries, and more to get further beneath the
surface than any writer has before. Espe-
cially interesting to me is that the chosen
author is a person who can view one of
the most remarkable female leaders of
our time through anything but a male lens.
A generation or two removed from the
monarch’s more prominent female biog-
raphers, she will undoubtedly have very
different questions than her predecessors
had in searching for answers and a differ-
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Brock’s Banter: A story still being written

ent view on which key moments of her life
are in need of greater evaluation.

“| said to a Private Secretary, ‘I've spent
some time with the Queen. She seems not
quite the conservative do-as-you’ve-done-
it-before restrained person she always
appears to be in public. She seems quite
radical at times,” said another biographer,
Gyles Brandreth, a personal friend of the
Queen and Duke, who also served as a
Conservative MP in the 1990s. “He said,
‘That’s deliberate.’ | said, ‘What do you
mean that’s deliberate?’ ‘She feels she
ought to be conservative with a small C
because her philosophy is that she should
only go at the pace of the slowest person
in the kingdom so that nobody in the king-
dom should ever feel left behind.”

Evidently it was a winning formula, but
what other factors were part of that equa-

tion?

Perhaps it's a question on the mind of
another woman wearing a crown.

“It must have been so difficult being sur-
rounded by much older men,” said Queen
Camilla in a BBC documentary that aired
Sunday night, watching newsreel footage
of her young mother-in-law returning from
Kenya as monarch aged just 25. “There
weren’'t women prime ministers or women
presidents. She was the only one, so |
think she carved her own role.”

Queen Elizabeth II's role as a female
trailblazer is not one often explored, per-
haps because the trail she blazed was the
only one that was laid out before her, and
perhaps because she did not view herself
in those terms, but what an exciting facet
to explore and help add to a remarkable
chapter in a remarkable woman'’s story.

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit cautions well owners during flood season

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With recent warnings of flooding in the
region, the Simcoe Muskoka District Health
Unit is reminding citizens to take precautions
to keep food and drinking water safe.

This is especially important for residents
who get their drinking water from a well.

Private wells are at a higher risk of con-
tamination during floods, and any well can
become unsafe. A prolonged power outage
can cause your well pump and any treatment
devices to stop working.

If flood water reaches or covers your well
head, you should assume the water is not safe

to drink.

Follow all drinking water advisories and
use only safe water sources until your well
has been properly tested and confirmed safe.

If you experience a power outage, flush
the lines by running water for five minutes,
and check the treatment devices once power
is restored to ensure everything is running
properly.

You should then test your water. Private
well owners can test their water free of
charge. Sample bottles can be picked up and
dropped off at many health offices.

Drink commercially bottled water until the
safety of your drinking water is confirmed
through testing.

If bottled water is unavailable, boil water
for at least one minute before using it for
drinking, cooking, or cleaning.

Use only safe drinking water for making
drinks or infant formula, cooking, wash-
ing fruits and vegetables, brushing teeth and
washing hands, and washing dishes.

Municipal drinking water is safe, treated,
and continuously monitored, even during
power outages or flooding. You will be noti-
fied immediately if there is a concern about
water quality.

When it comes to food safety, floodwater
can carry silt, sewage, oil, and chemicals,
making food and water unsafe.

Any food that comes into contact with con-

Need help growing
your business to the
next level?

® NewTecumseth

TheTimes

taminated flood water should be thrown out.
Even packages that look dry may be unsafe
if they come in contact with contaminated
water.

A power outage can also cause refrigerated
and frozen foods to spoil. All food should be
checked carefully before using it.

Perishable foods such as meat, poultry,
dairy, fish, and eggs must be thrown out if
stored above 4°C for more than two hours.

A full chest freezer will keep food frozen
for up to 48 hours without power. A half-full
freezer will keep food frozen for approxi-
mately 24 hours.

If you are in doubt about a food item, err on
the side of caution and throw it out.

Reach your target
audience by advertising in
the New Tecumseth Times.

Email Vicki Meisner at vicki@lpcmedia.ca
to discuss your marketing needs today
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As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building mines to unlock
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North Dufferin Baseball League getting ready for 2026 season

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The boys of summer are getting into train-
ing mode as they prepare for the upcoming
2026 baseball season.

The North Dufferin Baseball League
(NBDL) senior season will get underway on
Saturday, May 2, with the first game of the
year between the Midland Mariners and the
New Lowell Knights in Midland.

In the Junior Division, the Caledon Nation-
als will meet the Cremore Padres for the start
of that division’s regular season on Monday,
May 4, in Creemore.

The Senior Division defending champions
are the New Lowell Knights.

Returning for this season in the Junior
Division, the Creemore Padres will be look-
ing for their third straight championship year.

The NDBL has a full lineup of teams this sea-
son, with the regular season running through
July 26 before heading into the playoffs.

This year’s senior team line-up includes 12
teams — all returning teams from last season.

The line-up includes the Creemore Padres,
Midland Mariners, New Lowell Knights,
Bolton Brewers, Lisle Astros, Orillia Majors,
Mansfield Cubs, Barrie Angels, Ivy Rangers,
Clarksburg Blues, Owen Sound Baysox, and
the Caledon Cardinals.

The junior team lineup includes the Barrie
Baycats, Orillia Royals, Creemore Padres,
and Innisfil Cardinals.

There are three new teams in the junior
loop this season. These teams include the
Caledon Nationals, Aurora King Jays, and
the Owen Sound Baysox.

The North Dufferin Baseball League is
one of the longest-running sports leagues in
the country.

Beginning in 1930, the League will soon
be celebrating its 100th season.

SEASON STARTER - The North Dufferin Baseball League is getting ready for the 2026 season. The Senior Division has a full lineup of 12
teams. The Junior Division has seven teams, including two new entries for this year. FILE PHOTO

The only interruption in play was during  The first league championship took place  It’s going to be an exciting season, and
World War 1II, and 2020, when the COVID in 1930 between Shelburne and a team from teams are now getting out on the diamonds
pandemic put a temporary stop to all sports Horning’s Mills. However, the results of that to shake off the winter rest and get into play-
across the country. game have been lost to history. ing mode for this summer.
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FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

— Family Owned Business
Established In 1987

SALES * SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

6048 HIGHWAY 9,
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM
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OUTDOOR WOOD FIREPLACES

Create a meeting place outdoors where you can enjoy yourself when the weather is cool, or barbecue with family for an evening outside.

rAsk us about
FREE DELIVERY
FREE ASSEMBLY

One vehicle stopped by police twice in one day, license plates seized

South Simcoe Police officers conducted a
traffic stop on April 15 after observing a vehi-
cle operating with an expired 10-day permit
that was several months overdue.

Around 6:50 a.m., officers saw the vehicle
was travelling from County Road 88 onto
Highway 400 southbound and stopped it north
of Canal Road in Bradford West Gwillimbury.

Through the investigation, officers identified
that the male driver held a G1 licence and was
in contravention of G1 driving conditions by
not being accompanied by a qualified driver
and driving on a 400 series highway.

“The vehicle was also found to be uninsured,

and the driver was unable to produce a valid
permit. The vehicle was guided off the high-
way for safety during the morning commute,”
reads a press release from the South Simcoe
Police Service (SSPS).

A couple of hours later, at approximately
9:40 a.m., officers observed the same vehicle
at 10 Sideroad and County Road 89 in Innis-
fil. A female was driving the vehicle, with the
accused from the earlier incident seated in the
front passenger seat. The vehicle remained
uninsured and continued to display the expired
permit. Police seized the licence plates and had
the vehicle towed from the roadway.

As aresult, a 36-year-old male, and 40-year-
old female both from Barrie were charged with
multiple offences, including:

* Drive motor vehicle — no currently vali-
dated permit

e GI1 licence holder — unaccompanied by
qualified driver

* G1 licence holder — driving on a prohibited
highway

* Operate motor vehicle without insurance

¢ Fail to surrender permit for motor vehicle

* Fail to notify of a change of address (owner)

* Owner permit operation — no insurance

e Owner operate motor vehicle — no cur-

rently validated permit

* Permit operation of motor vehicle no insur-
ance

“South Simcoe Police remind all motor-
ists that driving without insurance is a seri-
ous offence,” said SSPS. “Vehicle insurance
is mandatory under Ontario law and serves as
critical protection not only for the driver but
also for passengers, pedestrians, and all other
road users.”

SSPS added, “This incident serves as a
reminder of the importance of complying with
driver’s licence, vehicle validation, and insur-
ance requirements.

Six year old boy pronounced dead, two hospitalized following pickup truck collision in Mulmur

Provincial police say a boy is dead and a

Officers were called to the intersection of

They say in a news release that a vehicle

pital where he was pronounced dead, while

toddler is fighting for their life in hospital County Road 17 and County Road 19 in the carrying six people got into a crash with a a 30-year-old man and a two-year-old child
after a motor vehicle collision in southern Township of Mulmur, northwest of Toronto, pickup truck.

Ontario.

earlier Sunday.

A six-year-old boy was taken to a local hos-

were airlifted to a Toronto area trauma centre
with life-threatening injuries.

Commercial motor vehicle driver faces 11 charges after being stopped for speeding 40km over limit

Dufferin Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers continue to conduct enforcement ini-
tiatives targeting commercial motor vehicle
compliance at all hours of the day.

Officers conducted a traffic stop on Airport
Road in Mono after observing a commercial
motor vehicle travelling at 121 km/h in a
posted 80 km/h zone. During the stop, offi-
cers conducted a commercial motor vehicle
inspection.

As aresult of the investigation, a total of 11

Provincial Offence Notices were issued.

Charges included:

* Speeding 1-49 km/h over the posted limi

* Exceeding 13 hours of driving time in a
day

e Fail to accurately complete daily inspec-
tion report

* Drive commercial motor vehicle with air
brake - no endorsement

“The Ontario Provincial Police remind
all commercial motor vehicle operators that

compliance with traffic laws and regula-
tions is essential to ensure the safety of all
road users,” said Dufferin OPP. “Due to their
size and weight, commercial motor vehicles
require greater stopping distances and have
larger blind spots. Drivers are reminded to
ensure they are properly licensed, adhere to
hours-of-service regulations, and complete
accurate daily inspections to help prevent
collisions.”

Dufferin OPP said the public needs to drive

safely around commercial vehicles by main-
taining a safe following distance, avoiding
blind spots, and allowing extra space for turn-
ing and stopping.

While the majority of drivers operate safely
and responsibly, enforcement will continue to
focus on those who choose not to comply.

Anyone with information regarding unsafe
driving is asked to contact the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or report anonymously through
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

OPP investigate two fires deemed suspicious in Caledon area, seeks public heIp in |dent|fy|ng suspects

Caledon Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
officers are investigating two suspicious fires
within Caledon that occurred within one day of
each other.

On April 14, at approximately 1:40 a.m.,
Caledon OPP responded to a report of two
vehicles on fire at a private business in the area
of Highway 50 and George Bolton Parkway,
in Caledon. Police responded alongside mem-
bers of Caledon Fire and Emergency Services.
The fire was extinguished and no injuries were
reported.

On April 15, at approximately 2:45 a.m.,

Caledon OPP responded to a report of a vehicle
fire at a private residence in the area of Old
Church Road and Henry Wilson Drive, in Cale-
don. Police responded alongside members of
Caledon Fire and Emergency Services. The fire
was extinguished and no injuries were reported.

During the April 15 incident, two masked
suspects were observed setting fire to a vehicle
and leaving the area in a white Honda sports
utility vehicle.

At this time, the fires have been deemed sus-
picious and are being investigated as instances
of arson.

These investigations are ongoing. Anyone
who may have information regarding these
incidents is asked to contact Caledon OPP at
1-888-310-1122. You can also provide infor-
mation anonymously by contacting Peel Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at
www.peelcrimestoppers.ca. When you contact
Crime Stoppers you stay anonymous, and you
never have to testify.

SUSPECT VEHICLE - Caledon police are
looking to identify the pictured vehicle.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Don’t go fishing for your news, community highlights, current events and more'
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU

TheTimes

If you have a story idea or upcoming
event you’d like to share with us, email
newtectimeseditorial @gmail.com

COVERED ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM
AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY.
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ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
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advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the

right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.
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p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
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‘ANTED
WAL <

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

I WANT YOUR F CAR! DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Porsche 356/911/912. e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across

Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, Call David . o

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 160 Dok O it v BTOw(ng tear; dleueloping e "?’T”a's and
Whether it's been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 41 6_802_9999 supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH. EXPECTATIONS:

e Have a positive attitude

WE PAYh.(fASH for 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED o Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
;czrea.p \\,'\?e 'C:i:o' szz e Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
e Sales Driven

N OW * Great Personal Skills

® Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

HIRING willing to train the right candidate

L * Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
Cold Web Offset Printing e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge

Positions available at MASTER WEB located of Microsoft Excel

in Mississauga Ontario.

COMPENSATION:
EXPERIENCED Base + Commission
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time ’
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months Let s Ta I k
EXPERIENCED .
Bindery Stitcher Operator s
Wages starting at $24-828 per hour, EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:
- il Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months Zach Shoub
y Please email resumes to: 416_803_9940_
ADVERTISING LOCALLY s mestemibiivon zach@Ipcmedia.ca

WORKS!
Please recycle this newspaper

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

/._

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE
7 \

A

\

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp.

601 ARTICLES WANTED 601 ARTICLES WANTED

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian Il - 1] 1]
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian (AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and BUYING VINYL RE(?ORDS ne WANTED ner
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of STEREO -45’s. WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally above average cut and clarity. Measures just Cash for antiques and Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs . . Year Round! Pick-up Available
rare collectible. Asking $1,200. 10 grams. Asking $1,800. coIIectlbles—stamps-coms. 416-889-9365 pPeter
\\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com /f \\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com /F Call James at 416-569-9976. NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES

Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p-m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 610 ';'EEI‘E’VSOOD/ 804 SERVICES 804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

Grass fed/finished Angus SEASONED | RAVREE|1]]4
freezer beef for sale. Sides, FIREWOOD REMOVAL
BASEMENTS » YARDS
quarters and bundles. GARAGES * GENERAL CLEAN-UPS
647-237-5537 SHALL VS + 00D J0BS
ery Reasonable Rates
Valleybrook Farm Face Cord $170 (y)all to enquire:
905-460-4662, Bush Cord $500 9O°rste)?g§uggf5
blackcow@sympatico.ca Smaller amounts also available. 416-876-2219
We deliver.
Please recycle this 1153 Canal Rd
Wpape" Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

P

LIVE AUCTION SALE

Spring Equipment Consignment
Saturday May 23rd, 9:30am

554447 Mono-Amaranth TLine, Mono, ON  Go west through Orangeville on Hwy 9 to County Rd 16
(Veterans Way at Greenwood Cemetery), turn north 5 miles to farm on East side. OR From Shelburne go
east on Hwy 89 for 2 miles to Mono-Amaranth Townline, turn south & go 5 miles to farm on East side.

Note: Please contact auctioneer if you are wanting to consign any equipment/items
**Watch the website as items will be added regularly**

Auctioneers: Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264 Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083
Email: mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

5% BUYER’S PREMIUM W/ $400 CAP

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

APRIL 24TH SPRING TOOLS & EQUIPMENT SALE
ON-LINE AUCTION WITH LOTS STARTING TO CLOSE AT 5PM.

COME PREVIEW NOW! 519-288-2228

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business

Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

SHERWOOD

— MAINTENANCE GROUP —

* Arborist Reports & Plans
+ Tree & Shrub Appraisal
+ Urban Tree Removal

+ Storm Debris Clean-Up

* Aerial Pruning

+ Canopy Maintenance

* Planting & Fertilizing

+ Storm Risk Prevention
Fully trained & insured with leading

B techniques & equipment ”u
647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

HOME RENOVATIONS
Kitchen/ bathrooms, tiles/ wood/ vinyl
floors; plumbing; painting/ stain;

drywall; outdoor repairs; fences; decks.

Call Alex at: 519-938-7727

STORAGE

AVAILABLE:
20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.
Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

If Drinking Has Become
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
www.aatoronto.org

910 VENDING MACHINES

FREE VENDING MACHINE FOR
YOUR BUSINESS

INSTALLED AT ZERO COST TO YOU

* Popular Snacks & Cold Drinks
+ Cashless & Contactless Payments
* No Charge for Service, Maintenance
& Restocking
+ Keep Staff and Customers Happy
Perfect for Offices, Workshops, Gyms
and Waiting Rooms
CONTACT US TODAY
Phone: 705-440-9360

Remember yaur loved
ones (n a %ma/ zm% .

IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST

Sniff Out a Great Deal

in the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for
the Classifieds

In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything
from cars to canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or
find the items you want, and it’s used by hundreds of area

shoppers every day.

Go with your instincts and
use the Classifieds today!

call 1-888-557-6626
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

*129

+ HST WITH COUPON

+ Furniture Moving
+ Deodorizing
+ Colour Brightening

(Max. 150 sq ft.
per room)

C
* Pre-Spotting 8
P
(o)
\|

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

| TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 :

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

| CHAIN LINK FENCE .1_
m.l 4 &5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, >
ALWAYS IN STOCK .

E“EE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE  BOBCAT SERVICE
RESIDENTAL * FARM DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
GCOMMERGCIAL

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(705) 250-7711 o (416) 993-0711

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ |

ALLISTONFENCE > ]

CONCRETE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

“We raise sunken concrete”

DO NOT REPLACE

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost
Of Replacement

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

SIN CON @5

Construction & Concrete

YEARS

EXPERIENCE
CONCRETE - WATERPROOFING - DECKS - FENCES
SOD - INTERLOCK/FLAGSTONE - ASPHALT - SEALING

CALL FRANK TODAY
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

416-27/2-0343

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS NEW
:CONDITION!

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED

POT HOLES FIXED
NOT JUST FILLED

SCULVERT INSTALLATION
TURAL STONEWORK
RETAINING WALLS

PECIALTY GRADING
AND EXCAVATING

"NEW PARKING AREAS
DITCHING

LSRR

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

SKID STEER/EXCAVATOR
SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN RECYCLED ASPHALT

Contact us today for a free quote 416 931 3358
northterrain.ca northterrain@gmail.com northterraingraveldriveways

EAVESTROUGH / SIDING |

'I'EMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

40 @m@ QD/ C(/)ﬂqmue/zce
05_'770'2290

Sutlsfactlon

416-889-0807

[PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES)]
* RESIDENTIAL e s
— pane Inc.'
* COMMERCIAL (=St
¢ INDUSTRIAL :_' 1. 866-952-0146 {

INSTALLATIONS @_f‘ 1 ?"@ =)

SERVICE e DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

IP SOLUTIONS LTD.

T

LENNOX )

©2026 Lennox Industries Inc.

l..eﬂuelenee Landscapil
- Servlees

35 Years of Customer Servlee Extellenee.
Today!

641.393 1551

3 landscw ~ prinslrall Cleanup_
Lawn Fertil MIockins one~Lawn Aerating/Ri olling

-—‘I'r!!'/sm'uB'Plantinsll'.r.uﬁnlalravél Driveways &-Ilepalr.sn-;-- :
Lapni = Sodding/Seeding-~Shid Steer. Loader:Service_ . &

MASONRY

_Semi:Retiredi~: 50MYe:
Specializ ng in Chlmney Repalrs &
Window Sills, Porches, Stairs,
Walkways, Natural & Cultured Stone,
5 Tuckpointing-Parging
/  We also do New Home Masonry, Brick & Stone «4

/  Call or Text Henry - 705-331-4641 ﬁ

LANDSCAPING

Zonta
Landscaping

& Renovating

Fencing
Decking
Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb

Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms

N\

If you are
reading this ad,
our advertising

works!

7’

Kitchens

519-278-1700

Michael Speck

MORTAGE AGENT LEVEL 1
M26000213

TO ADVERTISE CALL

Michael@mortgageville.ca

905 586 1371
www.mortgageville.ca

M Mortgageville

FSRA 13693 Independently Owned and Operated
MORTGAGE P
BROKERS / \

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group

FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated \ /

CAROL FREEMAN N~ o
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 H H

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thI.S _ad’

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
|
www.carolfreeman.ca works!

PAVING

SPRING @@@@D&&.
Save $ 2 O O Valid on Jobs over $2500

" SPANO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,
Parking Lots & Repairs

spanopavingltd.com
COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

O05-303-5503 ¢ 1-877-308-8503

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA




SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile * Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

Stress-free home renovations g
built on honesty, reliability
and trust

Kitchens | Bathrooms | Decks |
Fences | Permitted apartments
* Daniel Calovini, P.Eng
647-228-0671
catalano.renovations@gmail.com
@catalano.renovations

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring - Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
* Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
* Fully Licensed and Insured

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION
> SAVE UP TO
85%
OVER THE COST
~ OF ANEWROOF

1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

NEED A NEW ROOF? CALL .'I'Oll)AYf!
905-757-17663

FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED
LOCALLY FOR
OVER 50 YEARS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL
FREE ESTIMATES  FULLY INSURED - REFERENCES AVAILABLE

« s Malarkey Certaiileed 55,
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Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

Professional Services

Interior / Exterior

« Exterior Eavestrough /
Window Cleaning

Soffits / Fascia Cleaning
v siding Cleaning + Eavestrough Gutting
+ Construction Cleans + Pressure Washing

Cell: 705-241-7861 Eﬁ
[

Email: info@scenic-cleaning.ca
Free Estimates

SCENIC

Website: scenic-cleaning.ca

5+ Years of Professional Experience
Fully Insured

ALL AXCESS

ROOFING

We’re “BEETON” the competition

905 748 0128 www.allaxcessroofing.ca

Support:the)L.ocal/Businesses
Who Help Support

Owe Commmityl!

WORKS!

I
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v w w

-
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TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

WEAVYIFOOD MARKET G

¥ BACK TO OUR
=OMERLESCE OF THE YEAR® - [ QWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR'

*Lowest price of the year matches the lowest price of 2026 todate.

INCREDIBLE § : %
PRICE - e INCREDIBLE

Fall Off the Bone“ Back Ribs

1 FULL RACK OF RIBS 510 ¢ 680 ¢ SCHOOSE FRO

—

INCREDIBLE [ :
PRICE :
Chi f

- Parmesan - Swiss

Chicken Strips

27-33 PIECES 1.36 kg

| Bistro Chicken
1148 : \1

= Choose from:

2558 - 400 mL

Other varieties available, s \ i . o - Pk . r 1« P |ta||an St |e
- Loaded Potato 4 . S . ; ' s '/

- Broccoli Cheddar A - tis ; v elpi ; BEEf Meatba"s
« Tomato and GrilledCheese 907, . - . 89-95 PIECES 307¢

'.: '~ Sauce
- SN included
Ead

17° @

B 2

\A;'r;;:ed - : , > e Hadduck Tenders'i'
Chicken Wrapped 1 Y 8-12 PIECES 454 ¢ sty s

4 PIECES Chicken Flllets | T :

1428/501

MM
of o

&, L,
G

3 Wrapped Scallop | UGl : N L : e A
Salmon Medallions ‘ TN _ “"Asian PartyPack
2 PIECES 284 ¢ 9-13 PIECES 300 ¢ - = gy NS 1 g : ‘_"’;3’5/_45 PIECES 632 g

e,

Bacon Wrapped g "8 Beef Top S G \
Jalapeiio Shooters® " = . Sirloin Steaks - = -Indlan Party Pa
12 PIECES 255 ¢ g 4 STEAKS x142 g/5=uz : A @32 PIECES 7:0%

*MULTI BUY > Buy2for®8 e

Chickeni’[ﬁriyaki

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code RGOS AN EN DD
mmfoodmarket.com

for your weekly personalized offers and more.

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, APRIL 23 TO WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market Express
and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©2026 M&W Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

or go to mmfoodmarket.com
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