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• Auto, Home & Business Insurance
• Life, Disability & Critical Illness Insurance
• Travel Insurance

Call us for answers, it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 221

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS, CEA, EPC, RIS

Financial Advisor & Estate Planner

6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON

Financial Services Including
Estate & Retirement Planning

Providing Peace of mind
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FOR DETAILS

L I V E  AT  T H E  G I B S O N  C E N T R E

BRITISH LEGENDS
DAVID BOWIE, ELTON JOHN, FREDDIE MERCURY, MICK JAGGER & ROD STEWART

Tickets 
$55

Enjoy all the hits that made these artists known all over the world.

ONTARIO
AMBROSIA APPLES

299
ea

3lb bag

SAKURA MAPLE 
SYRUP

SCHNEIDERS 
BACON 

799
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save $3.00
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REG OR LOW SALT
375ml

affordable optical

13 Queen St. S,
Tottenham
905-936-3112KEN PRATT

Sales Representative
705.796.6753 Ken.Pratt@century21.ca

Welcome to 32 Michaelis St., Alliston
2,500 sq. ft. home with lower-level, custom 1-bdrm apt, w/sep 
entrance patio door & private deck. Bright, open-concept layout. 
Spectacular chef’s kitchen and formal dining room. Oversized 
sliding doors to spacious west-facing deck. Grand primary suite 
with Spa-like ensuite bathroom. Basement apt has lrg above-grade 
windows, eat-in kitchen, 1 bedroom, & w/o sliding doors to covered 
24x5 deck. The Treetops community offers an unbeatable lifestyle 
rich in amenities: playgrounds, splash pads, & scenic nature trails 
all within walking distance. Easy access to Hwy 400, Honda, shop-
ping, golf courses & Stevenson Memorial Hospital. $1,249,999

BROKERAGE

Each offi ce is independently
owned and operated.

®

Gold Services in 
Real Estate from 
an award winning 
Centurion Agent

• Standard Service

• Wheelchair
Accessible

• Airport Transfers

• Pre-booked Rides

lumataxicab@gmail.com
705-434-9797
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New Tecumseth opens applications for 2026 Senior of the Year Award
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth recognizes the 
remarkable contributions of older adults in our 
community through the annual Senior of the 
Year Award.

This prestigious award honours one out-
standing resident aged 65 or older who has 
siJnifiFantly enriFhed the soFial, Fultural, or 
civic life of New Tecumseth.This can include 
notaEle FontriEutions in areas suFh as arts, lit-
erature, Fommunity serviFe, voluntarism, edu-
Fation, fitness and sport, reFreation, or human-
itarian work.

“Our seniors are the heart of our commu-
nity,µ said 1eZ 7eFumseth 0ayor 5iFhard 
Norcross. 

“7heir Zisdom, Jenerosity, and Fommit-
ment have shaped New Tecumseth into the 

vibrant town we know today. The Senior of 
the Year Award is our way of saying thank you 
and celebrating those who continue to make a 
lastinJ impaFt.µ

Applications for the Senior of the Year 
Award can be submitted at the New Tecums-
eth Administration Centre in Alliston or com-
pleted online at: newtecumseth.ca/en/living-
in-our-community/senior-of-the-year-award.
aspx

Submissions will be forwarded to New 
Tecumseth council. Council then selects the 
inductees for that year.

Awards presentations will be held at a future 
council meeting or at an event to be deter-
mined by council.

The deadline for nominations is 4:30 p.m. 
on Friday, 0arFh �, ����. 

For more information, email� aZards#neZ-
tecumseth.ca

Beeton-based Procyon Wildlife calls on the community to support animals by volunteering
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you like animals and have an interest 
in helpinJ siFk or inMured Zildlife, 3roFyon 
Wildlife is looking for volunteers to help with 
the upcoming baby season.

$s sprinJ approaFhes, it Zill Ee the season 
for neZ life in the forests. 8nfortunately, ani-
mals Fan EeFome inMured, siFk, or orphaned 
and require human intervention for their care.

<ou Fan help Fare for raFFoons, raEEits, 
sTuirrels, porFupines, and many other ani-
mals that are ErouJht to 3roFyon.

Spring is an especially busy time of year 
for 3roFyon :ildlife as animals are JivinJ 
birth and becoming more active.

You don’t need much knowledge of ani-

mals; all training is provided.
Volunteers are typically scheduled for one 

five-hour shift per Zeek, so volunteerinJ 
doesn’t have to take up a lot of your time. 
Although some volunteers request more 
hours, as they really enMoy EeinJ around the 
animals.

“OffiFially, Ze start EaEy season on $pril �, 
but we try to get all of our volunteers trained 
startinJ in 0arFh,µ e[plained 'eEra Spilar, 
e[eFutive direFtor of 3roFyon :ildlife. “7hat 
Zay, as the EaEies Fome in, volunteers have 
already been with us for a couple of weeks 
to Jet familiar Zith Zhere everythinJ is, to 
knoZ hoZ to folloZ our protoFols, make 
formulas, and knoZ all aEout or nurseries. 
:e provide all the neFessary traininJ, all the 
eTuipment, and all the 33(.µ

OnFe trained, volunteers Zill handle many 
different animals.

“We show them how to feed a baby rac-
Foon, hoZ to handle skunks Zithout Jet-
tinJ sprayed, Ze teaFh them all that stuff,µ 
'eEra e[plained. “:e Jet all sorts of animals 
inFludinJ raFFoons, skunks, sTuirrels, fo[es, 
Foyotes, deer, and porFupines. :e have five 
snakes that have Fome in and �� Eats, and 
they are still coming in. A lot of times the 
babies are orphaned. Sometimes the mother 
is out foraging for food and gets hit by a car. 
Sometimes babies can fall out of trees during 
storms.µ

0ost of the animals that arrive at the shel-
ter are brought in by members of the public. 
If someone doesn’t drive or can’t bring an 
animal in, 3roFyon :ildlife Zill Zork Zith 
them to find a Zay to Jet the animal to the 
shelter.

3roFyon :ildlife Zorks only Zith Zildlife 
and doesn·t take in domestiFated pets, suFh as 
cats and dogs. The shelter only accepts spe-
cies that are native to Ontario.

“:e do have an eduFation proJram,µ 'eEra 
said. “:e have *irl *uides, SFouts, and 
Brownies. They come to the centre and we 
educate them on all wildlife. We go to fairs 
and community events to share the knowl-
edJe.µ

0any younJer people enMoy ZorkinJ Zith 
animals, and teenaJers are ZelFome to apply 
for a volunteer position.

$nyone under the aJe of �� isn·t alloZed 
to handle the animals, Eut they Fan help Zith 
everything else and make sure the animals are 
well taken care of.

If you are interested in volunteering and 
ZorkinJ Zith Zildlife, visit the ZeEsite at 
www.procyonwildlife.com.

There is a section about volunteering.
OnFe you fill out the appliFation, 3roFyon 

Wildlife will contact you and let you know 
when the next training date is scheduled.

9olunteerinJ Zith 3roFyon is a terrifiF 
opportunity to work with wildlife and help 
during a time of year when many young ani-
mals are at risk. 

2 0 2 5  WINNER – Carla 
L ea B eckett ( right)  was 
nominated by the Town of 
New Tecumseth in 2025  
to receive the O ntario 
S enior of the Y ear Award. 
S imcoe– G rey M P P  B rian 
S aunderson provided 
B eckett with the award 
last J uly. The award Is 
provided to local seniors, 
over 65, who have signifi-
cant contributions to their 
communities’  social, cul-
tural and civic well-being. 
Nominations are now 
open for the 2026 O n-
tario S enior of the Y ear 
Award. The nomination 
period closes on M arch 6 
at 4 : 3 0 p.m.             
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For information please contact Susan Iacoucci
905.936.3424 or email info@btbia.ca

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Beeton Tottenham Business Improvement
Association will hold our annual general meeting to
review 2025 and present our 2026 budget.
The meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 26, 2026 at 6:30 pm.
at the Tottenham Community Fitness Centre
139 Queen St. N., Tottenham. RSVP to attend.



Town of New Tecumseth seeks nominations for Virtual Wall of Honour
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth celebrates 
individuals who have made a lasting impact 
on the community by honouring them on the 
Virtual Wall of Honour.

This initiative recognizes residents who 
have demonstrated exceptional dedication, 
leadership, and service.

The Town is now accepting nominations for 
this honour.

This is an opportunity to honour those who 
have gone above and beyond, whether through 
volunteerism, philanthropy, advocacy, or other 
meaningful contributions that strengthen the 
fabric of the town.

“The Virtual Wall of Honour is a meaning-

ful way to recognized the individuals who 
inspire us through their commitment and gen-
erosity,” said New Tecumseth Mayor Richard 
Norcross. “These honourees represent the very 
best of New Tecumseth, and their efforts make 
our community strong and more vibrant.”

To be eligible for nomination, candi-
dates must be a resident of the Town of New 
Tecumseth or an individual who volunteers or 
has siJnifiFantly FontriEuted to the life of the 
town.

Nominees can be submitted posthumously. 
In such instances, the family of the nominee 
must, where possible, consent to the nomina-
tion.

No activities or achievements related to 
political appointments are eligible. No Town 
staff member in connection with their employ-

ment position or sitting politician is eligible.
Previous recipients of the Virtual Wall of 

Honour are not eligible. Individuals may not 
nominate themselves or family members.

To nominate someone, you must use the 
prescribed Virtual Wall of Honour Nomina-
tion Form, which can be completed online or 
manually by picking up a copy at the Town 
administration centre.

To be eligible for nomination, a nomi-
nee must have a distinguished, well-rounded 
record of community service demonstrated 
through participation and leadership in and for 
various community organizations and institu-
tions that have had a positive impact on the 
lives of the citizens of New Tecumseth.

A limited number of attachments providing 
evidence of the nominee’s accomplishments 

will be accepted.
When nominating a person, consider news-

paper articles, no more than two letters of sup-
port, peer commentaries, and supporting pho-
tographs.

The nomination should also include a biog-
raphy of the nominee, including the nominee’s 
contributions to the Town through participa-
tion and leadership of community organiza-
tions, and the nominee’s volunteer contribu-
tions, ZhiFh siJnifiFantly FontriEuted to the 
life of the Town.

Also include a professional-quality colour 
or black-and-white 8x10-inch photograph of 
the nominee.

Nominations for the Virtual Wall of Honour 
must be submitted by March 31, 2026, for this 
year’s consideration.

Matthews House Hospice in Alliston receives Ontario Trillium Grant to replace �ooring
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Matthews House Hospice (MHH) in Allis-
ton received a $107,000 capital grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation that enabled the 
HospiFe to make neFessary ÁoorinJ updates 
to the main and lower levels of the building.

Simcoe-Grey MPP Brian Saunderson 
dropped by the Hospice on Thursday, Feb. 5, 
to see how they had used the funds to improve 
the facility.

“Strong communities are built on compas-
sion, and the staff and volunteers at Mat-
thews House Hospice exemplify that every 
day,” said MPP Saunderson. “This provincial 
investment supports practical improvements 
that will make a meaningful difference for 
everyone who walks through the door. I want 
to thank Margaret Bachle and the entire Mat-
thews House team for their dedication and 
for the incredible work they do in supporting 
clients and families with dignity and care.”

Some areas of the hospice posed mobility 

challenges. Repairs to the main-level rooms 
have enhanced safety and made it easier for 
clients and visitors who use mobility aids to 
navigate the space.

“We are so appreciative and grateful to 
have the opportunity to receive this support 
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. These 
projects will help the hospice enhance the 
care and service to our clients, their family, 
and friends,” said Margaret Bachle, CEO of 
MHH.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation’s Capital 
Grant streams help organizations improve 
their infrastructure so they can continue 
delivering programs and services that Ontar-
ians need to thrive.

Whether it is purchasing equipment, build-
ing a new space or completing renovations, 
retrofits or repairs, these Jrants support proM-
ects that are making a difference.

“Whether it’s providing compassionate 
end-of-life care, supporting families through 
diffiFult moments, or FreatinJ a Fomfort-
inJ and diJnified environment, orJani]a-
tions like Matthews House Hospice deliver 
services that truly make a difference,” said 
Stan Cho, Ontario Minister of Tourism, Cul-
ture and Gaming. “That’s why grant support 
through the Ontario Trillium Foundation is so 
important. This funding will help ensure that 
it remains at the heart of the community for 
decades to come.”

Last year, the Ontario Trillium Fund 
invested nearly $105M into 732 community 
projects and multi-sector partnerships.

Projects aim to enhance economic well-
being, foster more active lifestyles, support 
child and youth development, provide spaces 
for people to come together and connect, and 
create a more sustainable environment.

F U NDING  BOOST – S imcoe-G rey M P P  B rian S aunderson and New Tecumseth M ayor Richard 
Norcross visited M atthews H ouse H ospice on Thursday, Feb. 5 , to see how the hospice ben-
efited from a �1��,��� capital grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The hospice used the 
funds to replace Àooring and make the building safer for clients and visitors.   
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Wendy Small
Sa l e s  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e
w e n d y s m a l l @ r o y a l l e p a g e . c a
w w w . w e n d y s m a l l . c o m
Di r e c t  l i n e  9 0 5 - 7 2 4 - 0 7 1 7

It’ s the Small things that make the difference

Green Briar or
Briar Hill ~

•  M ove in ready -  completely renovated/ updated
  top to bottom, including new windows and
  sliding doors 
•  B eautiful back split with 2 walkouts
•  B acks onto the golf course

•  B eautiful B riar H ill bungalow offering a spacious
  main Àoor primary bedroom with ensuite
•  S pectacular open concept kitchen/ dining/ living
  area overlooking the large deck
� Professionally finished lower level with a
  family room and space for guests
•  D irect entry from the garage into the home

•  G orgeous B riar H ill bungaloft
� Tastefully updated featuring main Àoor living
  with a spacious primary bedroom, a full ensuite,
  main Àoor laundry, and more
•  S pacious lower level family room with a walk out to a patio
•  O verlooking the serenity of the ravine
•  Accessibility friendly home featuring an ex ternal
  ramp and walk in elevator

It’s not just a home,
it’s a lifestyle

1 1 4  G r e e n  Br i a r  Rd .
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 7 0 7 , 7 0 0

4 5  Hi l l c r e s t  Dr i v e
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 8 3 9 , 0 0 0

4 3  Be l l a  V i s t a  Tr a i l
Of f e r e d  a t  $ 1 , 1 9 0 , 0 0 0

Contact me today for your personal tour through any of these beautiful homes.

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton  |  905-729-7272  |  www.beetonfamilydentist.com

LOVE
ALL YOU NEED IS

AND A DENTIST
THAT CARES

Book Your Appointment Today!

We Welcome
New Patients

In-Offi ceDenturist

Book Your Appointment Today!
The Plan covers Exams & X-Rays, 1 Cleaning per year,

Fillings, Extractions, Root Canals & other basic Dental needs.
Call the CDCP at 1-833-537-4342 TODAY to sign up!

EVERYONE is
Eligible for the

Canadian Dental
Care Plan!
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I have always thought that if everyone 
had spoken the same language, the 
First World War might have turned out 
very differently.

If you were in a trench and saw an 
enemy soldier approaching and yelling, 
“ Nicht schieben. Wir sind unbewaffnet. 
Wir wollen nicht kä mpfem,”  most likely 
that soldier would have ended up dead, 
and rather q uickly.

H owever, if the same soldier 
approached and in perfect E nglish said, 
“ D on’ t shoot. We are unarmed. We 
don’t want to fi ght,´ that same soldier 
who would have shot him likely would 
have eased up on the trigger fi nger.

Communication is an important tool in 
life. It allows you to stay in touch with 
others and share your thoughts.

It can be the difference between life 
and death in ex treme circumstances.

I was working at a large company in 
Toronto when I went to the cafeteria for 
a break and a cup of coffee.

A man was holding a piece of paper 
and speaking to the cafeteria lady.

S he saw me and waved me over.
“ Y ou’ re a manager,”  she said. “ This 

man would like to apply for a job. Can 
you help him? ”

I don’ t know how the man managed 

to get to the cafeteria in a rather large 
secure building, but I offered to help. 
We sat down at one of the tables, and 
he showed me the work application.

It was not a complicated document. 
All you had to do was fi ll in the required 
information and hand it in to the H R 
department.

He was having a real problem fi guring 
out how to complete the document.

It fi nally occurred to me that the man 
could not read.

I didn’ t ask him about that. Instead, 
I took the pen, read out the q uestions, 
and fi lled in the application for him. He 
was grateful for the help.

I wondered what struggles this man 
faced in life if he couldn’t even fi ll out a 
job application?

Without the ability to read, a newspa-
per would be useless to him. H ow would 
he get a driver’ s license if he couldn’ t 
read and pass the written test?

E ven if he did drive, how could he 
read the street signs to know where 
he was?  H e couldn’ t even appreciate a 
birthday card if one was given to him.

When I was a kid, I received a radio 
with a tape deck for my birthday.

This unit was unusual as it was able 
to pick up shortwave radio. I spent 

many late nights tuning in to Radio Free 
E urope and Voice of America just to 
hear what was being broadcast.

Those stations were designed to 
counter propaganda put out by coun-
tries behind the Iron Curtain.

I always found the news on those sta-
tions to be fair, accurate, and honest.                      

It was fascinating to think that some 
people in a communist country could 
tune into these stations and fi nd out 
what was really happening in the world, 
rather than believe the lies they were 
told by their communist governments.

M ost people already knew they were 
being lied to. E specially when the gov-
ernment reports the economy was 
doing great, yet grocery store shelves 
were empty, and fi nding necessities like 
a pair of shoes was a major challenge.

The way people communicate will 
have a major impact on their lives.

In Afghanistan, possibly the most 
backward country on the planet, the 
government, if you can call it that, has 
pretty much shut the doors of education 
to all females.

D epending on where they live, some 
girls can go to school –  but only until 
around G rade 5 . After that, they cannot 
continue their education.

E ven then, edu-
cation in an Afghan 
school is mostly reli-
gious indoctrination.

There is an entire 
generation of girls who will be barely 
literate, if at all, and have no knowl-
edge of real history, math, geography, 
or language. They will not be able to 
aspire to have any kind of meaningful 
career.

They will not be able to communi-
cate effectively.

There have been interviews with 
some of the girls, who spoke out, albeit 
nervously, because they knew it could 
mean trouble for them.

They are a generation that wants to 
attend secondary school and univer-
sity, but now sees nothing but a black 
cloud hanging over their future.

Where is the outrage?  International 
human rights groups have been very 
q uiet about this situation.

In North America, if a prominent per-
son uses a politically incorrect word –  
a single word –  it makes headlines.

Y et an entire generation is being 
denied what should be a human right, 
and no groups are even addressing 
the situation.

Communication BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

Feb. 1 4  is just around the corner and 
love is in the air!

At least, that’ s what Valentine’ s D ay 
enthusiasts will have you believe.

D on’ t get me wrong, I have no objec-
tion to Valentine’ s D ay in and of itself –  
it’ s a chance to celebrate the individuals 
you love, however you defi ne the feeling.

It might be romantic love, familial love, 
or even the bond that ex ists between a 
human and their pet –  and all that is to 
be celebrated.

To borrow a phrase from the iconic 
theme to The M ary Tyler M oore S how, 
love is all around and celebrating it 
shouldn’ t be concentrated to one day 
in the year like so much froz en orange 
juice they’ re promising to pry from our 
cold, parched hands.

P ersonally, I’ d be happy if people 
spread the effort they put into Valentine’ s 
D ay out a little bit more liberally through-
out the remaining 3 64  days a year.

Nearly 4 5  years on since the infamous 
engagement interview between the 
then P rince of Wales and L ady D iana 
S pencer when the now-K ing Charles 

III responded to the concept of being 
in love with the famous three words, 
“ Whatever ‘ in love’  means,”  I think it’ s a 
valid q uestion in our current contex t.

Love can be defi ned in many different 
ways, whether it’ s spelled out by a dic-
tionary or a very personal and individual 
defi nition you hold close to your heart.

The M erriam-Webster D ictionary has 
no less than 1� defi nitions of ³love´ ± 
and that’ s strictly its use as a noun;  the 
list is far longer when we add verbiage 
into the eq uation. S o, in the sake of 
brevity, among the nouns are as follows:  
S trong affection for another rising out of 
kinship or personal ties;  attraction based 
on sex ual desire, or affection and ten-
derness felt by lovers;  affection based 
on admiration, benevolence, or common 
interests;  an assurance of affection;  
warm attachment, enthusiasm, or devo-
tion;  the object of attachment, devotion 
or admiration;  a beloved person ( S E E :  
D arling) ;  an informal term of address;  
unselfi sh, loyal and benevolent concern 
for the good of another, such as the con-
cern of G od for humankind –  empath, 

concern or care for others;  a god ( such 
as Cupid or (ros� or personifi cation  of 
love;  an amorous episode;  sex ual inter-
course;  and a score of z ero ( S E E :  Ten-
nis) .”

When it comes to the strict defi nition of 
love, it really can be a Choose Y our O wn 
Adventure, but it’s one defi nition above, 
succinctly boiled down by the unlikely 
source of dictionary.com on which I’ d 
like to z ero in on this week:  “ active, self-
giving concern for others.”

While we’ re fortunate to live in com-
munities where active, self-giving con-
cern for others is e[emplifi ed every day 
by active and engaged neighbours, it’ s 
something that feels to be in increas-
ingly short supply in the wider world.

S adly, we’ re seeing ex amples of this 
every day, whether it’ s the systemic 
denial of basic human rights ongoing in 
some parts of this world, the ex clusion 
of certain individuals or groups from the 
table of public discourse for reasons 
as numerous as they are nonsensical, 
and e[amples enough that could fi ll this 
entire column space.

But suffi ce it to 
say that M innesota’ s 
M ary Richards might 
have had a different 
reception today had 
she stood in the mid-
dle of a busy crosswalk throwing her hat 
in the air with joyous, reckless abandon.

One e[ample I fi nd particularly galling 
is the lack of love for one’ s country, a 
very different thing from hyper patriotism 
and nationalism. S ure, the ongoing trade 
wars between Canada and the U nited 
S tates, plus several other factors south 
of our border, have seen a renewed 
wave of patriotism. Y et, in our alarm-
ingly hyper-partisan world, it seems that 
all too many are rooting for our current 
leaders to fail in the face of these chal-
lenges simply for validation and the abil-
ity to say, “ I told you so”  rather than help-
ing move the dial forward in a positive 
direction.

Rooting against the country in the 
interests of partisanship benefi ts no one.

Whatever love means BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Breezed through

5. Consumer 

protection agency

8. Criminal syndicate

 11. Moves back from

13. Satisfaction

14. Feel concern or 

interest

15. Monetary units

16. Congressman 

(abbr.)

17. Israeli city

18. Restaurants

20. 2,000 lbs.

21. Grandmother

22. North, South and 

Central

25. In an early way

30. Foes

31. Social networking 

platform

32. Early term for 

basketball player

 33. Another name for 

sesame plant

38. Disallow

41. Provide greater 

detail

43. Inaccessible

45. Evoke emotions

 47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea

49. Celtic punk rockers

 50. A fencing sword

 55. Actor Idris

 56. Affirmative (slang)

 57. Afflicted in mind 

or body

59. One point north of 

northeast

60. Born  of

61. Social media hand 

gesture

62. Hong Kong food 

stall __ pai dong

63. Opposite of 

beginning

64. Email function

CLUES DOWN

1. Sign language

2. Fashionable

3. Borough in Helsinki

4. Inability to hear

5. More quickly

6. An idea accepted as 

a demonstrable truth

7. Shrewdly

8. Rooney and Kate 

are two

9. Mediterranean port

10. Benedictine monk

12. Midway between 

south and southeast

 14. Town in Galilee

19. Satisfy

23. Mice genus

24. Brass instrument

25. Chest muscle 

(slang)

 26. Transmits genetic 

information from DNA 

27. Records electric 

currents generated by 

the brain

 28. Woman (French)

 29. Short route aircraft

 34. Pitching statistic

 35. Pointed end of 

a pen

 36. Popular sports 

league

 37. Body part

 39. Inoffensive

 40. Yellowish cotton 

cloth

 41. Feline

 42. Does not tell the 

truth

 44. Seduced

 45. Spiritual leader

 46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician

 47. Repair

 48. Olive genus

 51. Swiss river

 52. Prejudice

 53. C. European river

 54. Keep under control

 58. Father

Puzzle No. 262210 • Solution in CLASSIFIEDS

Armies can be used against both foreigners abroad 
and citiz ens at home, but the two roles req uire q uite 
different eq uipment and tactics. The same applies to 
their commanders:  you need a different kind of general 
if you think that the primary task of their troops will be 
controlling dissent at home.

With that in mind, what has been happening in China 
is quite interesting. Slowly at fi rst, but now in a rush, 
the senior command of the P eople’ s L iberation Army 
( P L A)  has been purged of its highest-ranking gener-
als.

It’ s not like S talin’ s great purge of S oviet generals in 
1 9 3 7-3 8 , just before the S econd World War, when at 
least 78 0 generals were shot. The Chinese generals 
are not being ex ecuted, although many are ending up 
in jail. Nobody outside the intelligence services knows 
what is happening to lower-ranking generals, but at 
the highest level, it is almost a clean sweep. 

China’ s highest military body, the Central M ilitary 
Commission ( CM C) , normally has seven members, 
with P resident X i J inping himself in the chair in his par-
allel role as general secretary of the Chinese Commu-
nist P arty. ( It is the P arty, not the S tate, that controls 
the armed forces.)  

These six  men should be loyal to X i because he 
appointed each of them after the 20th P arty Congress 
four years ago. Y et last week, all six  were dismissed 
on suspicion of corruption, including the CM C’ s vice-
chair, Z hang Y oux ia, one of X i’ s oldest friends. 

X i and Z hang were childhood friends whose fathers 
had served together under M ao in the L iberation War, 
and they regarded each other as H onorary B rothers. 
Moreover, =hang was the last serving PLA offi cer to 
have seen actual combat ( in border clashes with Viet-
nam in 1 9 79  and 1 9 8 4 ) .

Now they have all been accused of “ serious viola-
tions of discipline and law”  ( the standard phrase for 
corruption)  and removed from the CM C. Why?

The accusation of corruption is probably true for 
some of them, as it is for many or most PLA offi cers, 
but that would have been true already when they were 
appointed to the jobs. S omething else must have 
changed.

In most dictatorships, the fi rst suspects are those 
who control the troops and might try to stage a military 
coup. H owever, that really seems unlikely in a country 
where the Communist P arty has been in power for 77 

years, and almost every military offi cer is also a Party 
member.

It’ s not that the P arty can never be overthrown. The 
Communist P arty of the S oviet U nion ( Russia)  was 
removed from power by a nonviolent popular revolt 
after 74  years in 1 9 9 1 , so you could speculate that 
China is in the same situation now. B ut that’ s probably 
much too simplistic:  history may rhyme, but it rarely 
repeats q uite that accurately.

H owever, this is precisely the historical analogy lurk-
ing at the bottom of the psyche of most true-believing 
Communists ( a rare breed)  whom I have known in 
China. This rarely admitted spectre even drives a good 
deal of state policy in China –  including, perhaps, this 
stunning reshufÀ e. 

We know that the Chinese economy is in big long-
term trouble and that many young people are disaf-
fected with the state �³lie À at´�. Maybe China’s rul-
ers know more than we do about growing dissent, 
or maybe they are just imagining it –  but if domestic 
repression is going to be necessary, then they need 
different people on the CM C.

It’ s only a hypothesis, but 
it is one possible ex planation 
for why the real military people 
have been removed from the 
ex isting CM C. The Chinese 
Communist P arty could do as 
thorough a job of suppressing 
dissent in the streets as Iran’ s 
Revolutionary G uard, no doubt, 

but it would probably req uire a 
change in China’ s current military 
leadership.

S peaking of which, have you 
noticed how many senior American generals have 
been removed from offi ce in the past year" President 
Trump has fi red or otherwise relieved at least 15 very 
senior offi cers, most of them 3-stars and �-stars and 
replaced them with men ( all men)  he considers more 
aligned with his values. 

This happens a little bit in most administrations, but 
never on the scale seen in the last year. M oreover, 
Trump has said that in future he will personally inter-
view all prospective four-star nominees in every ser-
vice.

It doesn’ t necessarily mean he’ s putting in the right 
people in case he needs to use the army to suppress 
large-scale domestic dissent at home in future, but an 
unfriendly observer could certainly construe it that way. 
There are defi nitely people around him who think that 
far ahead, although at this stage it would be just one 
contingency among many in their forward planning.

The curious case of 
disappearing generals

GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

Promo!

15%
OFF

Any Doner Wrap
or Sandwich

PALA Doner & Kebab
705-250-9556 - 214 Victoria St. E.

• Specializing in Farms 
• All Styles of Fencing  
• Installed & Repaired

705-435-2770
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

McGUIRE
FENCING
LIMITED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN PROOFED

WITHIN AN HOUR OF
RECEIPT,

THANK YOU
Proofed and
approved by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Date: Aug 30/04     

Date of insertion 

Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29/04

Sales Rep.: Annette

BRTT � KTS � IS �
CC � OC �     SFP � GVS �

Set by: JRC

McGuire Fencing

1x30

705-435-2770
www.mcguirefencing.com
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

• All Styles of Fencing
• Installed & Repaired
• We Also Paint Fences
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COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: Volunteers are CONTACT Community Services’ superpower 

For close to 50 years, CONTACT Commu-
nity Services has been a beacon of stability 
in the communities of South Simcoe by pro-
viding full, wraparound services to our most 
vulnerable friends and neighbours. From our 
Housing Supports team to our award-winning 
Employment Services staff, our Clothes Line 
community thrift stores, and our free Seniors 
Programs, CONTACT has been the go-to or-
ganization in South Simcoe to help families 
and individuals when they need it most. 

In 2024, CONTACT, with the support of the 
County of SimFoe, opened our first ���� se-
niors’ Supportive Rapid Rehousing Program, 
providing homeless seniors with a warm place 
to land and the tools they need to find a plaFe 
to call home.

At the core of CONTACT Community Ser-
vices is a dedicated group of volunteers whose 
compassion, commitment, and quiet strength 
make a meaningful difference in countless 
lives. Our volunteers are the heartbeat of 
CONTACT, offering support, understanding, 
and hope to community members during mo-
ments of vulnerability, uncertainty, and crisis.

CONTACT Community Services exists to 
ensure that no one has to face life’s challenges 
alone. CONTACT’s volunteer team may work 
directly with local families and individuals at 
our Clothes Line thrift stores, provide vital 
support at our free seniors’ programming, be 
an ambassador at numerous events and local 
fairs, or assist in the background, providing 
much-needed admin support. They may be 
board members, helping to guide and support 
our organization. Our volunteers represent 
more than a service — they represent human 
connection at a time when it is needed most.

CONTACT volunteers come from many 
walks of life. They are students working to 
obtain much-needed volunteer hours, local re-
tirees, professionals, parents, and community 
members who share a common desire: to help 
people in need and bring our community to-
gether. This diversity strengthens CONTACT, 
allowing volunteers to provide compassionate 
support through a wide range of backgrounds 
and life experiences.

Despite their differences, volunteers are 
united by a sense of purpose. Every interac-
tion is guided by the belief that every indi-
vidual deserves to be heard without judgment.

Through the generous support of the On-
tario Trillium Foundation, CONTACT has had 
the opportunity to provide valuable free train-
ing for our volunteers.  

CONTACT understands that supporting 
others can be emotionally demanding, and we 
prioritize volunteer well being through ongo-
ing support and continued education. We have 
been fortunate to offer valuable learning op-
portunities with local community partners, 
including Uplift Black, The Gilbert Centre, 
and Parents Against Racism, as well as impor-
tant self-Fare proJrams and first-aid traininJ.  
These sessions have given our volunteers the 
opportunity to learn, to grow and to provide an 
even more compassionate approach to helping 
people in need in our communities.

The impact of CONTACT volunteers is 
profound. A calm voice during a moment of 

crisis, a compassionate listener for a senior ex-
periencing isolation, or a timely referral to es-
sential services can change the course of a per-
son’s life. For many families and individuals 
reaching out for support, volunteers can make 
a remarkable difference in their day.  Our vol-
unteers help to build a more connected, resil-
ient, and caring community.

While volunteers give generously of their 
time and energy, many describe the experi-
ence as deeply rewarding. Volunteering with 
CONTACT often leads to personal growth, 
lifelong friendships, and a valuable sense of 
purpose.

For some, volunteering becomes a calling; 
for others, it is a meaningful way to give back. 
CONTACT has been honoured to have vol-
unteers who have served as long as 35 years!  
This year, we are thrilled to celebrate three 
people from our volunteer family who are cel-
ebrating 20 years with our organization! Re-
gardless of how long they serve, every volun-
teer leaves a lasting imprint 
on the organization and the 
lives they touch.

CONTACT Community 
Services recognizes that its 
success would not be pos-
sible without its volunteers. 
Their dedication — often 
given quietly and behind the 
scenes — deserves recogni-
tion and gratitude. Every 
hour volunteered represents 
a commitment to compas-
sion and community care.

As CONTACT continues 
to evolve and respond to 

growing community needs, volunteers remain 
our strongest asset. Their willingness to show 
up, listen, and care ensures that, as a team, 
we can continue to provide enthusiastic and 
empathetic support to families, individuals, 
youth, and seniors in need in our communi-
ties.

If you are looking to give back to your com-
munity, make some new friends and make 
use of your valuable skills, we would love to 
speak with you. Whether you are interested 
in donating a few hours a week at one of our 
Clothes Line stores, jumping into our fun and 
creative seniors’ programs or sharing your 
much sought-after administrative skills, we 
have a great place in our organization for you.

To learn more about volunteering at CON-
TACT Community Services, visit our website 
at FontaFtFommunityserviFes.Fa�volunteer�
volunteer-Zith-FontaFt� or Fall our 9olunteer 
Coordinator, /inda, at ���-���-����.

We look forward to welcoming you.
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#1
GRADE IN
CANADA

DON’T
FORGET
FEB 14!

SWEET CARA 
CARA ORANGES

PRODUCT OF CALIFORNIA
I49

/lb

3.28/kg

FRESH 
STRAWBERRIES

MEXICO OR FLORIDA
399

ea

454g

ONTARIO 
AMBROSIA 

APPLES

PREMIUM 
FLORIST 
QUALITY

ROSES

VINCE’S OWN 
ROSE SAUCE
MADE FRESH IN OUR 

COMMISSARY
799

ea

save 3.00

DELFRESH 
BLACKFOREST 

HAM
SLICED OR PACKAGED

I49
/100g

save 35%

PLANET BREAD 
ORIGINAL 

SOURDOUGH
579

ea

FRESH 
STRIPLOIN 

STEAK
PRIME GRADE

GREEN 
SEAFOODS 

MUSSELS
IN GARLIC BUTTER

749
ea

454g

CHAPMAN’S 
CANADIAN 

COLLECTION 
BARS

499
ea

8pk

SAKURA
MAPLE SYRUP

FOR SHROVE TUESDAY!
799

ea

save 3.00

SCHNEIDERS 
BACON

REGULAR OR LOW SALT

VINCE’S OWN 
TURNOVERS

ASSORTED VARIETIES
349

ea

save 1.50

UNICO DICED 
TOMATOES

ASSORTED VARIETIES
I49

ea

save 2.00

in effect February 12-25    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

299
ea

3lb bag

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

599
ea

save 4.00

MIN

4pk

3999
ea

dozen

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

900ml

279
/100g

packaged     
/sliced

SAN DANIELE 
MORTADELLA

REGULAR / HOT / LIGHT

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

2299
/lb

50.68/kg

MIN

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

MIN

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

ASSORTED VARIETIES 375ml 796ml

OPP cautions the public on increasing reports of police impersonation scams 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario Provincial Police is alerting 
residents across the region about an emerging 
sFam in ZhiFh suspeFts pose as poliFe offi -
cers to defraud victims of substantial sums of 
money.

In recent reports, fraudsters have contacted 
victims by phone, claiming to be members of 
the OPP.

In each case, the suspect used fabricated 
names, titles, and badge information to gain 
credibility.

Victims were instructed to withdraw large 
sums of money and either send the funds 
through cryptocurrency platforms or hand 
over cash directly.

7hese taFtiFs have resulted in siJnifi Fant 
fi nanFial losses, inFludinJ inFidents Zhere 
victims paid between $6,000 and $13,000 to 
individuals falsely FlaiminJ to Ee poliFe offi -

cers.
3oliFe Fonfi rm that the names and ranks 

provided by the scammers do not correspond 
with any OPP members.

Fraudsters used urgency, intimidation, and 
fear to pressure victims into complying with 
their demands.

7o proteFt yourself aJainst poliFe imper-
sonation scams, the OPP is reminding the 
public of the following fraud prevention 
strategies:

� 3oliFe Zill never reTuest money, Frypto-
FurrenFy, Jift Fards or fi nanFial transfers over 
the phone.

� 3oliFe Zill never demand immediate pay-
ment, threaten arrest, or pressure you to act 
urgently.

• Do not provide personal information, 
EankinJ details, 3I1s, or identifi Fation num-
bers to unsolicited callers.

� 3ause and talk to a trusted family memEer 
or friend Eefore makinJ any fi nanFial deFi-

sion under pressure.
If you reFeive a Fall from someone Flaim-

inJ to Ee an O33 offi Fer and you are unsure of 
its leJitimaFy, you Fan FontaFt the O33 non-
emerJenFy line at �-���-���-����.

This number can be used to:
� Confi rm Zhether an offi Fer has attempted 

to contact you.
• Report suspicious calls or attempted 

fraud.
� Speak direFtly Zith the poliFe aEout 

fraud-related FonFerns.
5esidents Zho have Eeen tarJeted or viF-

timized by fraud are encouraged to contact 
poliFe and report the inFident to the Cana-
dian $nti-Fraud Centre at �-���-���-����, 
or online at ZZZ.antifraudFentre-Fentreanti-
fraude.ca.

Police continue to monitor fraud trends and 
remind community members that awareness 
is one of the stronJest tools aJainst fi nanFial 
victimization.

County of Simcoe releases highlights from January meetings
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

7he County of SimFoe has released hiJh-
lights from recent council meetings during 
January.

County council reviewed several reports, 
discussed items, and presented to motions. 

Age-friendly initiative update
7he Founty·s aJe-friendly initiatives Fon-

tinued to advanFe Zith the $Je-Friendly 
HousinJ *rant approvinJ �� appliFations 
supportinJ ��� aFFessiEility-foFused proMeFts.

The Municipal Grant Program approved 
three suEmissions totallinJ ���,���.

The Business and Individual Recognition 
Program honoured 13 businesses and seven 
community champions.

Ongoing collaboration with municipal and 
community partners continues to strengthen 
these initiatives, and preparations are under-
Zay for the ���� proJram FyFles.

Review recycling collection for small 
businesses and organizations

County council supported a motion calling 
on the province to expand recycling collection 
to include small businesses and community 
organizations in the County.

Council directed the county’s Solid Waste 
0anaJement staff to report EaFk on Zhether 

the Founty Fould independently provide reFy-
FlinJ FolleFtion to these users, aFknoZledJ-
ing that doing so would require the county to 
Fover potentially hiJh Fosts for transfer, haul-
age, and processing.

2026 Borrowing by-law
County council authorized the Borrowing 

%y-laZ that permits the County to temporar-
ily borrow on its line of credit throughout 
the year as needed to meet current payment 
obligations until taxes and other revenues are 
received.

As allowed under the Municipal Act, this 
%y-laZ enaEles the County to seFure short-
term EorroZinJ for operatinJ Fash Á oZ and 

is also reTuired for any additional deEt neFes-
sary to support infrastruFture proMeFts.

Paramedic Services honour guard update
'urinJ ����, the Honour *uard partiFi-

pated in �� events ranJinJ from loFal FeleEra-
tions and memorial ceremonies to national 
and international responses honouring fallen 
emergency service personnel.

Supported through volunteer fundraising 
and a modest annual County contribution, 
the Honour Guard continues to strengthen 
its organizational structure while serving as 
an important amEassador for 3aramediF Ser-
vices, the County, and the broader emergency 
services community. 
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Arts
Local Events&

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

Put on your blue suede shoes, Elvis is coming to the Alliston Legion
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If your ears perk up when “Love Me 
Tender” or “Suspicious Minds” is played 
on your favourite radio station, you will 
enjoy A Night with Elvis, presented by the 
Alliston Legion.

Elvis impersonator Terry Chisholm, a 
two-time Canadian National Elvis Cham-
pion, will be performing at the Legion on 
Feb. 14 and bringing a full line-up of Elvis 
songs to the stage.

“It’s not the original Elvis. We asked 

Graceland, but the people running it now 
said ‘no’,” joked Legion member Scott 
Cooke. “Our entertainer, Terry Chisholm, 
has performed with a lot of well-known 
people over the years, like Ronnie Hawkins, 
Bobby Curtola, The Good Brothers, Anita 
Parras, The Duprees, Gary Reynolds and 
his Orchestra, the Brampton Symphony 
Orchestra, and Faron Young. He played 
the Calgary Stampede, the Medicine Hat 
Stampede, the Onion Festival in Innisfi l, 
and the Potato Festival in Alliston.”

Mr. Chisholm is celebrating 52 years 
as an entertainer, singer, and musician. 

He performs tributes to over 160 artists, 
including Roy Orbison, Vince Gill, Engel-
bert Humperdinck, the Righteous Brothers, 
Conway Twitty, and Wilson Pickett.

This will be a special Valentine’s Day 
performance, so couples who are feeling 
a ‘Burning Love’ can enjoy the music and 
spend an evening together.

“He’s performed all over Canada and 
in Long Island New York, and Florida,” 
Cooke said. “He plays fi ve different instru-
ments and has played in bands all over 
Canada.”

This sold-out show is a fundraiser for the 

Alliston Legion Branch to replace its park-
ing lot.

The event runs from 7 p.m. to midnight. 
Next up for the Alliston Legion is the 

Down East Kitchen Party and Jiggs Dinner.
This event will feature local performers 

from the MacMurchy School of Highland 
Dance, local piper Terry Cleland, and a DJ.

There will be a Mummers competition, 
lots of prizes, and a traditional jiggs dinner.

The Kitchen Party will take place on Sat-
urday, March 21.

Tickets are $30 per person and doors 
open at 5:30 p.m.

WINTER WONDERLAND – It was a celebration of the season at Winterfest 2026, hosted 
at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Feb. 7. Although it was one of the cold-
est days of the year, everyone still had fun. Visitors had fun in the parking lot, meeting the 
vendors, enjoying rides on the train or a horse-drawn carriage, and playing various games. 
To warm up, attendees went to the recreation centre and participated in additional activities. 
Winterfest is put on by the Town of New Tecumseth each year.     BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS
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AUTOSHOW 
IS BACK!

*For full contest rules and regulations, please visit AutoShow.ca.

A support person necessary for the attendance 
of a person with disability is admitted free.
Please report to the Accessibility Ticket Booth, 
Level 200, North Building

BUY TICKETS ONLINE 
AT AUTOSHOW.CA

THE CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW

1961 Chevrolet Mako Shark I Corvette
*Vehicle may not be exactly as shown.

1961 Chevrolet Mako Shark I Corvette

IS BACK!IS BACK!IS BACK!

1961 Chevrolet Mako Shark I Corvette
*Vehicle may not be exactly as shown.
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FROM

106 Victoria Street West, Unit 300,
Alliston, ON L9R 1Y7

(705) 250 8884
HAPPY FAMILY DAY!

from

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca  |  Follow us on Facebook!

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com

We are a family run music school,
providing a fun, positive, creative place
for training in vocals, guitar, piano,
ukulele, drums and more!

1

5

43

2

February 23, 2017

Final (Called In)

–--

Beeton Dental - Porreta Branding - Logo Design

Foon Duong

1:10

6

Beeton 

FamilyDENTALCentre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
DENTAL

Beeton 
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DENTAL

Beeton 
Beeton 

Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DENTAL

DENTAL

DENTAL
Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

D R .  R O S A N N A  P O R R E TA

B  lton
Family Dental Centre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beet  n
Family Dental Centre
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beeton 

FAMILY  &  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY
DENTALBeeton FAMILY

DENTAL
C E N T R E

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton

905-729-7272
Email info@beetonfamilydental.com

Follow us on

Family Day
February 16

Have a
Wonderful Weekend!

10 Mill St. East, Tottenham ON L0G 1W0     905-936-3441     info@mcgoeyinsurance.com

AUTO. HOME. FARM. COMMERCIAL. 
GENERAL INSURANCE

“Servicing this community since 1900”

Wishing everyone a 
fun & safe Family Day 

weekend!

Have a safe
& happy

Family Day!

13 Queen St. S., Tottenham 905-936-3112

29  K i n g  St r e e t  So u t h , Al l i s t o n  705-434-1061 Mo n d a y  t o  Fr i d a y  8 a m  t o  5 p m
www.ripleysauto.ca

Drive safe this 
Family Day

Maintenance & Repairs
for All Makes & Models

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732

Fireplacestop.com

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS... THANK-YOU!

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

ESTABLISHED IN 1987

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES                BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732

Fireplacestop.com

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS... THANK-YOU!

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

ESTABLISHED IN 1987

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS STOVES AND FIREPLACES                BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

From Our Family to 
Yours, Have a Warm

& Wonderful
Family Day weekend!
HUNDREDS OF WOOD AND GAS 

STOVES AND FIREPLACE
BBQS, A/C UNITS, FURNACES, HEAT PUMPS, 

ELECTRIC FIREPLACES AND MORE!

Because �me with 
love ones is priceless 
Leave the cleaning to us! 

705-735-2664 
rhonda-millsap@mollymaid.ca 

The CIBC logo is a trademark of CIBC.

Mario Francone
Mobile Mortgage Advisor
647 272-5572
1 866 791-1808 
mario.francone@cibc.com

Introducing your local CIBC 
Mobile Mortgage Advisor

Happy Family Day!

HAPPY

FAMILY
  DAY!

HAPPY

FAMILY
  DAY!

Limit one entry per person. One winner will be 
randomly drawn on Monday, February 23rd, 2026. 

The winner will be contacted on Monday, February 23rd, 2026, 
by phone or email and have their name shown in the 

Thursday, February 26th, 2026 issue of the The New Tecumseth Times. 
Must be12 years old or younger to enter. 

Employees and relatives of London Publishing Corp. 
are not eligible to win.

SCAN HERE
TO ENTER

HAPPY FAMILY DAY

COLOURING CONTEST!

HAPPY 
FAMILY DAY
COLOURING 
CONTEST!

A PRIZE PACK 
WORTH OVER $60 VALUE

YOU COULD 

WIN

or email vicki@lpcmedia.ca 
with your name, address, email 
& phone # and a pic of your art.
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Alliston Hornets in second place with three games remaining
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After winning both games over the past 
week, the Alliston Hornets remain in second 
place in the North Carruthers Division of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League.

The Penetang Kings were in town on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, for a game at the New 
Tecumseth Recreation Centre.

$fter a sForeless fi rst period, the Hornets 
blasted into the second period, scoring six 
unanswered goals.

Alliston’s goals came from Nick Lamont, 
Ben Smith, Duncan Grube, Gunner Kirk, and 
Tristen Pitt for two.

That was all the scoring for the night.
Neither team could hit the back of the net in 

the third period, and the game ended with a 6-0 
Alliston shutout.

The Hornets were back on home ice on Fri-
day, FeE. �, to host the Innisfi l Spartans.

$lliston opened the sForinJ in the fi rst period 
on goals from Gunner Kirk and Nick Lamont.

Duncan Grube got the only goal of the sec-
ond period at 10:14 into the frame to give the 
Hornets a 3-0 lead with one period remaining.

Grube scored again at just 36 seconds into 
the third period.

The Spartans avoided the shutout when they 
scored at 3:11 into the third period.

Grube got the hat-trick for the night when 
he scored his third goal at 15:52 into the third 
period.

1oah /armon sFored the fi nal Joal of the 
game to give the Hornets a 6-1 win.

With three games remaining on the regular 
season schedule, the Hornets are in second 
place with 58 points – one point behind the 
Stayner Siskins.

The Siskins also have three games left, so 
fi rst plaFe this season Fould Fome doZn to one 
of these teams taking a single loss.

In third place, the Orillia Terriers have a 
26-12 record, including one shoot-out loss and 
one overtime loss.

The Penetang Kings are in the middle with 
50 points.

All of the top four teams will be major con-
tenders going into the playoffs.

7he 0idland Flyers are in fi fth plaFe, fol-
loZed Ey the 0uskoka %ears, the Innisfi l 
Spartans, and the Huntsville Otters.

The Hornets will play three games over 
three days at home to fi nish the reJular sea-
son.

On Saturday, Feb. 14, they will host the 
Midland Flyers, starting at 7:30 p.m. They will 

be back on home ice on Sunday, Feb. 15, to 
host the Penetang Kings with a 7:30 p.m. start.

7he fi nal Jame of the reJular season Zill Jet 

underway on Monday, Feb. 16, with the Stayer 
Siskins arriving for a 2:30 p.m. start on Fam-
ily Day. 

STAY ING  STRONG  IN SECOND – The Alliston Hornets take on the Innisfi l Spartans on the ice 
at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Feb. 6. The Hornets left the ice with a 6-1 
win. The Hornets remain in second place in the North Carruthers Division of the PJHL with three 
games remaining on the regular season schedule.                      BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

St. Thomas Aquinas Stingers junior boys maintain � rst place in basketball standings
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The St. Thomas Aquinas Stingers junior 
boys’ basketball team is having a hot season, 
Furrently in fi rst plaFe in the CS$SC stand-
ings.

The Stingers have a 5-2 record and ten 
points. The team has averaged just over 58 
points per game this season.

St. Thomas hosted the St. Theresa’s Catho-
lic High School Thunder in the gym at STA on 
Thursday, May 5.

It was a very competitive game with St. 
Theresa’s taking a 30-28 lead at the halfway 
mark.

The third quarter saw the Stingers really 
buckle down and put out a huge effort.

At the end of the quarter, the Stingers were 
leading 50-33.

STA kept up the pressure for the remainder 
of the game and left the court with a 65-53 
win.

“I think we’re doing well, our team is very 
good,” said Stingers’ player Kingston McCaf-
frey after the game. “We just have to play as 

a team – as a unit... that’s were our success is. 
We work together as a team and do a lot of 
practice and help each other grow as a team.”

Teammate Zikorah Mbonu said the team re-
Jrouped after the fi rst half to put on a stronJ 
effort going into the third quarter.

“In today’s game, I think it was pretty good 
but we could have played better,” Zikorah 
said after 7hursday·s Jame. “In the fi rst Tuar-
ter they (St. Theres’s) had a lead and we had 
to pick things up. We kept going and got the 
lead, and I think we did pretty good. We seem 

to be a second-half kind of team, it’s the third 
quarter when we usually start picking things 
up. I like how we started scoring and talking 
to each other and talking on defence. We had a 
Fhat in the loFker room after the fi rst half ² Ze 
had to pick it up and play a better defence.”

The chat at half-time worked, and the team 
came out strong and steady for the remainder 
of the game.

It Zas the StinJers· fi nal reJular-season 
game, and they will now get ready for the 
playoffs.

STING ING  SU CCESS – The St. Thomas Aquinas Stingers junior boys’ basketball team take 
on the St. Theresa’s Catholic High School Thunder in the gym at STA on Thursday, Feb. 5. The 
Stingers won the game 65-53 and have clinched fi rst place going into the playoffs.   

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

ON THE ICE – The Banting Memorial High School Marauders boys varsity curling team 
play a match against the Bear Creek Secondary School at the Alliston Curling Club on 
Monday, Feb. 2. The team of Will Werenich, Dean Bailey, Ryan Bedford, Owen Jarvis, and 
Rohan Carter have been enjoying a good season on the ice sheets. High School curling is 
now going into the playoffs.                                             BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO



CONTACT Community Services to launch birdhouse decorating session
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With spring just around the corner, CON-
TACT Community Services has announced 
its free March seniors program.

This program features Mini Log Cabin 
Birdhouse Decorating sessions.

If you enjoy having birds visit your back-
yard, this is an opportunity to make a home 

for a family of feathered friends to nest.
This class offers a hands-on creative expe-

rience where participants transform simple 
little wooden birdhouses into charming, rus-
tic ‘log cabins’ for birds to call home.

Please note that registration for these ses-
sions is limited to 10 participants.

There will be six sessions at six different 
locations.

• Tuesday, March 10. 1 p.m. – Beeton 

Legion (55 Tecumseth St. N., Beeton)
• Monday, March 16. 1 p.m. – Everett 

Legion (6190 County Rd. 13, Everett)
� 7uesday, 0arFh ��. � p.m. ² Innisfi l 

Legion (1017 Robinson St., Belle Ewart)
• Wednesday, March 18, 1 p.m. – Alliston 

Legion (111 Dufferin St. S., Alliston)
• Tuesday, March 24. 1 p.m. – Bradford 

Legion (115 Back St. Bradford)
• Wednesday, March 25. 1 p.m. – Totten-

ham Legion (25 Richmond St. E., Tottenham)
To register and save a program location 

that is best for you, email: programs@con-
tactcommunityservices.ca

Awaken Aurora builds on inaugural success with focus on International Women’s Day
BY BROCK WEIR

More than 65 women came together at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre last month for 
the inaugural Awaken Aurora – The Dawn 
Within, a new program spearheaded by three 
local residents to “give women in the com-
munity a dedicated space to pause and feel 
supported and connected” while focusing on 
their health and wellbeing.

*iven the tremendous suFFess of the fi rst 
session, which included yoga, mindfulness, 
guest speakers, and a bevy of local vendors, 

Awaken Aurora founders Lauren Hanna, 
a health policymaker, digital marketer and 
mental health advocate Skai Spooner, and 
realtor Krista Hall, are looking to build on 
their success just in time for International 
Women’s Day.

“I had a feeling that women in Aurora were 
kind of craving more opportunities to come 
together as a community, connect with each 
other, and also spend a little bit more time 
focusing on their health,” says Hanna. “That 
said, I think there’s still a degree of pressure 
that comes with organizing an event, and you 

put money and time into it, so certainly we 
were relieved to see that ticket sales were 
positive and that we sold out.

“We wanted to donate $500 to the CMHA 
(Canadian Mental Health Association of 
York Region and South Simcoe), so selling 
out also meant that we were able to do that, 
which was really special and a key measure 
of success.”

Being able to support the CMHA and their 
local mental health services was a key pri-
ority for the trio behind Awaken Aurora and 
with the January success, they aim to raise 
$2,000 for the organization through their 
four signature events, the next of which is 
set for March at Royal Rose Gallery to align 
with International Women’s Day, sponsored 
by realtor Krista Hall.

Ticket sales for the event went on sale last 
week and were already more than 25 per cent 
sold out by press time this week.

“It’s really nice that people were watching 
and keen for details on the next event,” says 
Hanna.  This time around, we’re hosting it 
at Royal Rose Gallery, so it is a nice chance 
to support other local businesses and event 

facilities.”
Newmarket-based author Carly Ottaway, 

she adds, will be a keynote speaker at the 
event with a talk focused on “coming back to 
and celebrating your authentic self.”

/ookinJ EaFk at the suFFess of the fi rst 
event, Hanna says one participant described 
the experience as “life-changing,” a piece of 
feedback that has put a lot of wind in the sails 
propelling them forward.

“It was pretty incredible to receive that 
email,” says Hanna. “We had a feeling that 
something a bit magical was happening – the 
vibe, if I can call it that, when people were 
coming in was very electric and special, hav-
ing people connect with each other, just carv-
ing out the space to focus on their health and 
then hearing from two incredible speakers.

“We had a feeling there was something 
really special transpiring, but the feedback 
after the event, on the day of, that we received 
by email, and then in post-event survey was 
all extremely positive.”

For further information and to keep track 
of upcoming events, follow them on Insta-
gram @AwakenAurora.ca.

Simcoe County Museum will host Skate and 
Sweets outdoor event on Valentine’s Day
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Bring your sweetheart and celebrate Val-
entine’s Day on the ice at the Simcoe County 
Museum’s Skate and Sweets outdoor event.

You can enjoy a winter evening with a 
skate along the beautiful skate trail that winds 
through the museum’s forested grounds.

Warm up at the hot chocolate bar, play 

some fun games, enjoy candy, and take part 
in the festive photo opportunity, perfect for 
capturing a special moment.

Registration is required. Visit online at 
museum.simcoe.ca to register.

Skate and Sweets will take place on Sat-
urday, Feb. 14, 2026, at the Simcoe County 
Museum at 1151 ON-26, in Minesing, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Special event admission is $15.
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519.925.2832
deb.freeman@hotmail.com 

debbie@lpcmedia.ca
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Looking to showcase 
your business in the 

Shelburne community?
To reserve your spot in the Shelburne  

Recreation Guide Spring/Summer 2026 Edition,
please contact Debbie Freeman.

128 Main Street East, Shelburne, L9V 3K5
519-925-1215

*CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HEARING TEST

Hearing Loss 
Is Making 
You Tired
(Don’t Blame The Season)



Tottenham resident charged in illegal gambling investigation 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A Tottenham man was arrested after a 
multi-jurisdictional police investigation 
dubbed Project Scala that resulted in charges 
being laid against nine suspects.

Police seized gaming machines, illicit 
tobacco and alcohol, controlled substances, 
and proceeds of crime following a two-year 
investigation.

%eJinninJ in ����, offiFers launFhed an 

investigation into illegal gambling operations 
in the cities of Vaughan and Toronto.

Member of the York Regional Police Tra-
ditional Organized Task Force, in collabora-
tion with the South Simcoe Police Service, 
identified suspeFts responsiEle for FolleFtinJ 
money from these illegal gambling establish-
ments.

Search warrants were executed at a resi-
dence and gaming house in Vaughan, as well 
as two residences and two gaming houses in 
Toronto.

Additional warrants were executed at a 
business and a storage locker in Toronto, 
along with two motor vehicles.

As a result of these warrants, investigators 
seized video gaming machines and related 
accessories, illicit tobacco and alcohol, a 
large quantity of bulk currency, a crypto wal-
let, silver bars and coins, two vehicles, and a 
quantity of controlled substances.

As a result of this investigation, Salvatore 
Blanda, 50, of Tottenham, was charged with: 
Found in a Gaming/Betting House.

Eight others from Toronto, Vaughan, Cam-
EridJe, and Innisfil have Eeen FharJed Zith 
various offences.

These charges include: Possess Property 
OEtained Ey Crime over ��,���, 7raffiF in 
Proceeds obtained by Crime over $5,000, 
Keep Common Gaming/Betting House, Pos-
session for the 3urpose of 7raffiFkinJ, and 
Possession of a Controlled Substance.

Anyone with information is asked to con-
tact the York Regional Police Major Projects 
Unit by calling 1-866-876-5423, ext. 6970.

Nottawasaga OPP charges three people with impaired driving over the weekend 
Members of the Nottawasaga Detachment 

of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have 
arrested and charged three more impaired 
drivers in three separate occurrences this 
weekend after conducting R.I.D.E programs 
and responding to a motor vehicle collision.

On February 8th, 2026, shortly after 4:30 
p.m., police were conducting a R.I.D.E pro-
gram on County Road 13 in Adjala-Tosoron-
tio Township when a driver at the R.I.D.E was 
suspected of being impaired. An impaired 
investigation began and the driver was 
arrested for impaired operation.

On February 9th, 2026, shortly before 
12:30 a.m. the Nottawasaga OPP received a 
call for service reporting that a south bound 
vehicle on Sideroad 10 in New Tecumseth 
had ended up in the ditch, and the driver had 
walked away from the vehicle. The driver was 
located and arrested for impaired operation.

On February 9th, 2026, at approximately 
1:00 a.m., police were conducting a R.I.D.E 
program on Sideroad 10 in New Tecumseth 
when a driver at the R.I.D.E was asked to pull 
over to the side of the road. The driver began 
to continue driving through the R.I.D.E. The 
driver was stopped and was suspected of 
being impaired. An impaired investigation 
began and the driver was arrested for impaired 
operation.

$s a result of the investiJations, the first 
driver, Kenneth BALL, a 40-year-old of Eto-
bicoke has been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

• Having care or control of a motor vehicle 
with liquor readily available

The driver of the second investigation, Jef-
frey Da Silva, a 39-year-old of New Tecums-
eth has been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - blood alcohol 
concentration (80 plus)

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs

The driver of the third investigation, Daniel 
Beauchemin, a 39-year-old of New Tecums-
eth has been charged with:

• Operation while impaired - alcohol and 
drugs

• Failure or refusal to comply with demand
• Having care or control of a motor vehicle 

with liquor readily available
• Have care or control of vehicle or boat 

with cannabis readily available
� 'isoEey offiFer direFtinJ traffiF
• Drive motor vehicle, no currently vali-

dated permit
All three accused parties had their drivers 

licence suspended for 90 days, had their vehi-
cles impounded for 7 days and were released 
on a Form 10 Undertaking with a future court 
date at the Ontario Court of Justice in Brad-
ford to answer to the charges.

None of the listed charges have been proven 
in court.

If you suspect someone is driving while 

impaired, please call 9-1-1 immediately. You 
can also provide information anonymously by 
contacting Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 

(8477). When you contact Crime Stoppers, 
you stay anonymous, and you never have to 
testify.

Man charged with impaired driving after attempting to �ee from police 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A man has been arrested and charged after 
an impaired driving investigation that began 
in Essa and concluded in Clearview on Feb. 4.

Shortly after 8:30 a.m., police received a 
report of a possible impaired driver in a white 
Honda CiviF in (ssa. 1ottaZasaJa O33 offi-
cers located the vehicle a short time later as it 
attempted to leave the area.

3oliFe attempted to stop the driver Zho Áed 

at a high rate of speed.
$round ���� a.m., poliFe Zere notified that 

the vehicle had arrived at a construction site 
in Clearview Township.

Four oFFupants Áed the vehiFle.
OffiFers loFated the driver hidinJ Eehind a 

EuildinJ. 7he person attempted to Áee on foot 
but was arrested after a brief foot pursuit.

Three passengers were later located and 
found to not be involved in the driving 
offences.

As a result of the investigation, Bruce 

Churchill, 45, of Barrie, has been charged 
with:

• Operation while impaired – alcohol and 
drugs

• Operation while impaired – blood drug 
concentration

• Operation while prohibited under the 
Criminal Code

� FliJht from a peaFe offiFer
• Fail to comply with probation order
The accused was held for a bail hearing 

and had their driver’s license suspended for 

90 days and their vehicle impounded for 45 
days.

None of the listed charges have been 
proven in court.
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Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and 
playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are 
great pals and would do great in a home 
together. They love to greet people, play with 
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic 
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are 
volunteer - favourites.
Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed, 
vaccinated, � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Rufus and 
Magic

adopt
a cat

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT MAKES “CENTS”
IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS



ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. :e aFFept responsiEility for only one in-
ForreFt insertion unless notifi ed immediately after puEliFation. (rrors ZhiFh do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement Eeyond the amount paid for suFh advertisement. :e reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. :hen there is a holiday 0onday, the deadlines Zill Ee Friday at ���� 

p.m. $ll ads must Ee paid in advanFe Ey deadline or the ad Zill not run. :( 
$CC(37 9IS$, 0$S7(5C$5', $1' $0(5IC$1 (;35(SS 3$<-

0(17S O9(5 7H( 3HO1(

Classifi eds
3hone ���-���-���� or �-���-���-����

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Thanks to Our
Newspaper 
Carriers

KIDS, ADULTS, SENIORS
EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY!
Deliver THE KING WEEKLY 
SENTINEL. Routes available in 
your area. Email your name and 
address to denise@lpcmedia.ca

ATTENTION 
CARRIERS 
WANTED
 Apply Today!

We appreciate your dedicated 
service to our publication and 
our community.

THE KING 
WEEKLY 

SENTINEL

In Print & Online
www.KingSentinel.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an oɉ  ce� ����� 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

Beautiful Walk-out 
Basement Apartment

Spacious 1,300 sq. ft. 
apartment located in the 
heart of King City. Fea-
tures include: One bed-
room, 3-piece bathroom, 
In-unit washer and dryer. 
Free parking for one car. 
All utilities are included 
(except Wi-Fi). Conve-
niently close to ameni-
ties, within walking dis-
tance to the GO Station, 
anK oɈ ers easy access 
to Highway 400. Single 
occuWant� Rent: �������
month. Call 289-383-
3121 for inquiries.

406 VEHICLES WANTED

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

115 3  Ca n a l  Rd ,
Br a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent reXuireK� Positions oɈ ereK are WerTanent Mull 
tiTe anK salary is �������Or Mor ���� Ors a ^eeR� 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

WANTED:
Full-Time Accountant / Bookkeeper
A medium-sized construction company 
located in Bolton is seeking a full-time 

Accountant/Bookkeeper.
Responsibilities include:
• Accounts Receivable

• Accounts Payable
• Payroll

Please call: 416-677-7850

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale.
Featuring a large selection of new, used and antique �rearms by makers 
like Winchester, Cooper, Kimber, Savage, En�eld, Mossberg, Remington, 
Husqvarna, Marlin, Browning, Ruger and more. In addition to �rearms, 
this auction offers a large qty of Hunting Gear, Militaria & Collectibles, 
Vintage Publications, Ammo, Brass & Bullets, Edged Weapons, Gun Parts, 
Reloading Tools, etc.

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising 
Collectibles.

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Had�eld Estate Auction for Militaria and 
Firearms.

APR 10TH – The Antiques, Collectibles and Quality Household Items Sale.

APR 17TH – The Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes Sale - Art & Jewelry.

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS



708 OBITUARIES

708 OBITUARIES

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.

804 SERVICES

804 SERVICES
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Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

Butler, Colleen
Passed away gracefully, surrounded by family and friends at 

Matthews House, Alliston on February 2, 2026 at the age of 50. 

Much loved daughter of Jay and Peggy, loving wife and partner 

to Craig, and the best Mom to Lily (Alessandro), Nathan (Diana) 

and Owen. She was an amazing sister to Jamie (Anne), Mary, 

and Trish (Elise). Colleen was the “cool” aunt to Ellery, Calleigh, 

Maya, Lia, J.J., Ellis, Lukas and Niklas. Beloved daughter in law 

of Anne Butler (the late Doug), and dear sister-in-law of Geoff 

(Johnna), and Rod (Jessica).

Colleen is remembered by friends and family as a strong, graceful and especially kind 

woman, whose roots and ties ran deep to her hometown community of New Tecumseth.

After graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas in Tottenham, she attended King’s College 

at Western, where she met her husband-to-be Craig, while she worked as the after 

hours receptionist, and he as the after hours security guard. She completed a degree 

in Political Science, and continued her education at the Universities of Ottawa and 

Carleton, earning a Law degree and her Masters of International Affairs.

After graduating, she began her law career at Fraser, Milner, Casgrain in Toronto, and 

then moved north, back to Tottenham, to help raise her growing family. She continued 

her law practice as a partner at Feehely Gastaldi, and threw herself into various 

volunteer endeavours in the community. Over the years, she has volunteered on the 

boards of many non-profit and community organizations, such as Stevenson Memorial 

Hospital, CLASS, Next Step Literacy Council, CANAAF (Alopecia), and the Adjala Credit 

Union.

In her spare time, you could usually find her reading next to HER dog, Ringo, aiming to 

maintain an uninterrupted and successful Wordle streak, working on a puzzle, travelling 

to places near and far or hiking local trails with family and friends. She was a genuine, 

whip-smart, empathetic, funny woman whose infectious smile and laughter could not 

be dampened even, as she would say, “by stupid cancer”.

The family received friends at Rod Abrams Funeral Home 1666 Tottenham Rd., 

Tottenham 905-936-3477, on Sunday February 8, 2026 with Visitation from 10am-

1pm and 3pm-6pm. Funeral Mass was held at St. James Church Colgan 2118 Adjala 

Tecumseth Townline Tottenham, on Monday February 9, 2026 at 10:30am. Reception 

followed at The Gibson Center 63 Tupper St. W. Alliston.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Stevenson Memorial Hospital 

Foundation or CLASS, in memory of Colleen Butler. Your contributions will support 

vital healthcare services in our community. Condolences and memories may be left for 

the family at www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com.

A�er a long battle with dementia, Sandra Elizabeth von Hunnius passed 
away surrounded by loved ones and caring sta� on Saturday Jan 31, 2026, 
at Sunset Manor in Collingwood at the age of 83. Sandra was the beloved 
wife of Sigurd (Sigi) and the loving mother of Jennifer (Jamie Pardy), Marc 
(Jacquie) and Tanya (Graham Matthews). She was also the cherished Oma 
of Eric and Justin von Hunnius and Raymond, Alexander and Éowyn 
Matthews. Survived also by her brother Don and his wife Jacquie Lowe and 
predeceased by her parents Delsie (Drover) and Harold Lowe. 

Sandra grew up in a busy multi-generational house in New Toronto where 
she maintained a precious lifelong friendship with her cousin Jackie Clancy, who was also by her side 
when she passed away. It was in New Toronto where she met Sigi while working at LePage’s Glue. �e 
two were married Dec 11, 1965. �ey recently celebrated 60 years of marriage in December at a party 
thrown for them at Sunset Manor full of music and cake.

Sandra and Sigi brought up their three children in what was then considered a small village known 
as Tottenham. �ere didn’t seem to be a cause she didn’t volunteer for (e.g., soccer, �gure skating and 
baseball leagues, the school, the Anglican Church and the Food Bank to name a few) and the door was 
always open for their many friends and family, as well as their children’s friends. Sandra was a familiar 
face at the Tottenham Post O�ce where she worked as a desk clerk but retired as a Postmaster. 

Sandra and Sigi went on to run a small cottage rental property on the shores of Lake Kushog in 
Haliburton called Kushog Korners. When full retirement �nally came, they found a home in a quiet 
neighbourhood in Wasaga Beach that was only a short bike ride away from the shore. Sandra loved to 
be by the waterfront. 

Sandra’s baking was top-notch and admired by those who were lucky to partake. When she wasn’t 
getting mad at her sewing machine, she created fashionable out�ts and amazing quilts. Sandra was 
an avid gardener and a genius with indoor plants. In later years, she enjoyed her outdoor time in 
the courtyard at Sunset Manor where she shared many peaceful sunny a�ernoons with her family. It 
would bring her and her family great happiness to contribute additional trees and plants to this very 
same courtyard so that other residents may also enjoy it for many years to come. In lieu of �owers, 
donations may be made to the Sunset Manor Courtyard Fund in Sandra’s memory, either by phone 
705-445-4499 x6001 (easiest) or by cheque payable to the County of Simcoe/Sunset Manor (Courtyard 
Fund on the memo line) or through the County of Simcoe website - Sunset Manor (https://simcoe.ca/
ltc/homes/donations/). Alternatively, donations may also be made to the Simcoe County Alzheimer 
Society (https://alzheimer.ca/simcoecounty/en/contact#DONATE_NOW).

A special mention to all the sta� at Sunset Manor who came to be such a large part of Sandra and 
Sigi’s life. �ey always treated her with dignity, and they championed her care until the very end. 

At the family’s request, cremation has taken place with a Celebration of Life to be held at a later date. 
Friends may visit Sandra’s online Book of Memories at www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com

Sandra von Hunnius

Bonsi: Mario
P eacefully passed away at his home in 
B eeton, on Thursday, February 5 , 2026. M ario 
B onsi at the age of 8 2 years, beloved husband 
of G ianna B onsi ( né e:  G alli) . L oving father 
of Claudio ( Crystal) , Angelo ( Christine)  and 
M arco ( Tarah) . D ear grandfather of Alyssa, 
J acob, L uke, D aniel, S andro and A.J . Forever 
in the hearts of his ex tended family and friends.
The family received friends at Rod Abrams 
Funeral H ome, 1 666 Tottenham Rd., Tottenham 
9 05 -9 3 6-3 4 77 on Wednesday, February 1 1 , 
2026 from 6: 00pm –  8 : 00pm. D onations in 
M ario’ s memory to the P rincess M argaret 
Cancer Foundation would be appreciated. 
O nline condolences and memories may be 
shared with the family at

www.RodAbramsFuneralH ome.com.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 • Pre�:WottinN
• -urniture 4ovinN
• +eoKoriainN
• *olour )riNOteninN

�4a_� ��� sX� Mt�
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CELL:  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

F AX :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

WWW. CAROLF REEM AN. CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times? 

Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com. 
Be sure to include your name and town.

Continued from Page 4

Brock’s Banter: Whatever love means
As I started to write this week’ s col-

umn, I admit that I was feeling in a bit of 
a negative mindset about the state of the 
world and the direction that so many of the 
constants in our lives seem to be going. I 
have to say, however, as the week drew 
to a close, I was feeling far more wind in 
my sails.

The first instance was a sit-down 4	A 
with former P rime M inisters J ean Chretien 
and S tephen H arper at the Royal G eo-
graphical S ociety. While the duo traded 
the usual mild partisan jabs here and 
there, they were united in their message:  
unity in the face of challenges presented 
to us by the U nited S tates.

Themes of collaboration and unity were 
only underscored through the balance of 
the week as I had the honour of attending 
a number of B lack H istory M onth events 

throughout the community.
While the different events approached 

the subject from their own uniq ue angles, 
they too were united in the idea of unity 
and in looking forward.

H eck, perhaps it’ s a sign of the world 
we’ re living in where a simple remark by 
B rampton M P P  Charmaine Williams, the 
P rogressive Conservative G overnment’ s 
Associate M inister of Women’ s S ocial 
and E conomic D evelopment O pportunity 
at S aturday night’ s B lack H istory G ala 
hosted by the Aurora B lack Community 
Association paying tribute L iberal cabinet 
minister M arci Ien and her myriad accom-
plishments was nothing short of a heart-
warmer.

For Williams, it might just have been a 
matter of giving credit where credit was 
due, but, as someone who actively follows 

politics, it was a nice change of pace –  and 
sadly refreshing at the same time.

Themes of unity were also underscored 
by G hanan cultural leader K ing Nana Y aw 
O sam I.

“ We must rise above the voices that 
seek to divide us and instead embrace the 
power of unity and inclusivity,”  he said. “ I 
urge each of you, as leaders and as mem-
bers of this great community, to reach out 
to one another with open hearts and open 
minds.”

“ L et us lift each other up, support each 
other’ s dreams, and champion the cause 
of justice and eq uality wherever we go,”  
he continued. “ L et us create spaces of 
belonging where no one is left behind and 
every voice is heard. O ur future depends 
on our ability to work together, to share our 
knowledge, our resources and our love. 

L et us be bold in our activities of progress, 
fair in our commitment to inclusion, and 
devote our dedication to the legacy of our 
ancestors.”

“ Together, let us be the architects of a 
new era, one defined not by fear, but by 
hope, not by doubt, but by determination, 
not by ex clusion, but by unity.”

H is message may have been framed for 
B lack H istory M onth, but, as is the case 
with B lack history, it’ s a universal theme. 

And we can all take it to heart.
While I started the week feeling slightly 

disheartened, these instances and these 
poignant words helped lift the cloud and 
give me a bit more optimism.

L ove might not necessarily be all around 
at this particular moment in time, but to 
borrow another q uote from M ary Rich-
ards, it just might be nearby. 

Federal o�ender apprehended in Alliston after year-long search by the provincial ROPE Squad
The Repeat Offender Parole Enforce-

ment (R.O.P.E.) Squad would like to advise 
the public that a federal offender who went 
unlawfully at large on Jan. 15, 2025 has been 

apprehended in Alliston.
Thomas Hackett was arrested by the Not-

tawasaga OPP.
He is serving a 2-year sentence for;

• Assault - Intentional Use of Force
• Operate Motor Vehicle While Impaired
• Operate Motor Vehicle While Prohibited
• Fail to Comply

• Fail to Provide Breath Sample
The Provincial R.O.P.E. Squad would like 

to thank the public for their assistance in this 
investigation.
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