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Adjala-Tosorontio will receive over $29 million for water infrastructure
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Township of Adjala-Tosorontio will 
receive up to $29,980,769 in provincial fund-
ing to rehabilitate its water infrastructure.

The announcement was made by Simcoe-
Grey MPP Brian Saunderson at the Adjala-
7osorontio municiSal offi ces on 0onday, -an� 
26.

The funding comes from the province’s 
Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program’s 
Health and Safety Water Stream.

“Planning for growth means investing in 
the systems that make it possible,” MPP Saun-
derson said. “This investment will support 
important upgrades in Everett while helping 
ensure Adjala-Tosorontio has the servicing 
capacity needed to move forward with new 
housing. IT is about making sure families 
today, and in the years ahead, can count on 

safe, dependable infrastructure in their com-
munity.

The funding will be used in Adjala-Toso-
rontio to support upgrades to the Everett 
wastewater system and new housing servic-
ing.

“I’m delighted to see continued provincial 
investment which is helping Adjala-Tosoron-

tio modernize the infrastructure that protects 
our residents,” said Adjala-Tosorontio Mayor 
Scott W. Anderson. “Working with strong 
partners and guided by prudent long range 
planning, we are aligning growth with servic-
ing capacity so our community remains safe, 
sustainable, and well served.”

This funding is part of a historic investment 
of $4 billion in the Municipal Housing Infra-
structure Program, included in Ontario’s $220 
billion capital plan, the most ambitious in the 
province’s history, to build transit, highways, 
hospitals, schools and water infrastructure 
that enables new housing.

“As we continue to navigate economic 
uncertainty and unwarranted U.S. tariffs, our 
government is protecting Ontario by investing 

in critical infrastructure that drives growth, 
creates jobs and strengthens communities,” 
said Todd McCarthy, Acting Minister of Infra-
structure. “Through our historic $4 billion 
Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program, 
we are giving municipalities and First Nations 
the tools they need to get shovels in the ground 
and build stronger communities. Our invest-
ments will deliver more homes, modernize 
aging water systems and lay the foundation 
for long-term prosperity across Ontario.”

In August 2025, Ontario increased the 
MHIP to $4 billion to speed up construction of 
homes and core infrastructure, such as roads 
and water systems. Since its launch in 2024, 
the MHIP has enabled about 800,000 addi-
tional new homes. 

S U P P O RT I V E  F U N D I N G  –  Simcoe-Grey M PP meets with Scott Anderson, mayor of Adjala-Tosorontio, and local dignitaries at the Adjala-Toso-
rontio municipal oIfi ces on 0onday� -an. ��� to announce oYer ��9 million in Iunding Ior water inIrastructure in the township.                
                                      CO N T RI B U T E D  P H O T O

“This investment will support 
important upgrades in Everett while 

helping ensure Adjala-Tosorontio has 
the servicing capacity needed to move 

forward with new housing.”

Brian Saunderson, Simcoe-Grey MPP 

Ontario runs low on salt: Province wide 
shortage a� ects winter road maintenance
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A province-wide salt shortage is forcing 
cities and towns to adjust road maintenance 
and ration salt used to de-ice streets and side-
walks.

An early start to winter this year, followed 
by almost constant precipitation, means most 
municipalities have already used up a sizable 
portion of their salt stockpile.

Demand for road salt is so high that one 
of the world’s largest underground salt mines 
in Goderich can’t keep up with demand. The 
Goderich mine runs below Lake Huron.

The mine has been operating around the 
clock, but still can’t keep up with the demand.  

Many municipalities are now using a salt-
and-sand mixture to keep roads safe.

The Town of New Tecumseth’s Transpor-
tation Operations team has now shifted to a 
salt-and-sand mixture on local streets and 
roads.

While extreme cold makes salt less effec-
tive, the main reason for the switch is to 
make sure the limited salt supply is respon-
sibly managed.

When the supply issues are resolved, the 
Town will return to standard winter mainte-
nance.
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128 Main Street East, Shelburne, L9V 3K5
519-925-1215

*CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HEARING TEST

Hearing Loss 
Is Making 
You Tired
(Don’t Blame The Season)

For information please contact Susan Iacoucci
905.936.3424 or email info@btbia.ca

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Beeton Tottenham Business Improvement
Association will hold our annual general meeting to
review 2025 and present our 2026 budget.
The meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 26, 2026 at 6:30 pm.
at the Tottenham Community Fitness Centre
139 Queen St. N., Tottenham. RSVP to attend.



Contract awarded to build Stevenson Memorial Hospital expansion
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario government has awarded the 
construction contract for Phase One of Ste-
venson Memorial Hospital’s redevelopment 
project to Canadian construction company 
Pomerleau Inc.

7his steS marNs a significant milestone in 
the project. Once complete, it will help the 
province achieve its goal of connecting more 
families in New Tecumseth and surrounding 
communities to convenient, high-quality care 
close to home.

The project is part of the government’s plan 
to protect Ontario’s health-care system by 
investing nearly $60 billion in more than 50 
major hospital projects across the province 
over the next 10 years.

“Our government is making historic invest-
ments to protect Ontario’s healthcare system 
and connect more people to the care they 
need, where and when they need it,” said Syl-

via Jones, Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Health. “By investing in the redevelopment of 
Stevenson Memorial Hospital, we are making 
it faster and easier for more people and their 
families to access world-class hospital care in 
their community, for generations to come.”

The $174 million investment will support 
the redevelopment of Stevenson Memorial 
Hospital, including new and expanded acute 
care areas, the construction of a new, three-
storey building that will more than double 
the hospital’s size to approximately 147,100 
square feet, and an increase in inpatient bed 
capacity by 20 per cent.

The complete redevelopment is expected to 
be done by late 2028.

Once Phase One of the hospital’s redevel-
opment is complete, the expanded hospital 
will provide nine new inpatient beds at the 
hospital, increasing the total number of beds 
from 38 to 47.

A new emergency department, triple the 
size of the current one, will be completed.

There will be expanded diagnostic and sur-
gical services, as well as a brand-new birthing 
suite.

Infrastructure Ontario and Stevenson 

Memorial Hospital selected Pomerleau Inc. 
following extensive evaluations through an 
open, fair and competitive procurement pro-
cess that began in August 2024. 

Construction on New Tecumseth �re station progressing on schedule and on budget
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

New Tecusmeth Town Council received 
a report on the progress of construction on 
its new Fire Station #4, in southern Alliston, 
during a regular meeting on Jan. 26, 2026.

Construction of the new facility began 
in May 2025, with substantial completion 
anticipated by the end of 2026.

The report states that as of Jan. 7, the proj-

ect remains on schedule and all major mile-
stones have been achieved.

)rom a financial SersSectiYe, based on 
the December 2025 billing, construction is 
approximately 54 per cent complete.

When completed, Fire Station #4 will be 
a modern, one-story facility with approxi-
mately 12,600 square feet of space. The sta-
tion’s site is located at 6365 14 Line, Allis-
ton� ,t will be $lliston·s second fire station, 
providing greater coverage of the town. 

7he new fire station will include three 
driYe�through aSSaratus bays, firefighter dor-
mitories, training and meeting rooms, admin-
istratiYe offices, a Nitchen and dining area, 
and dedicated spaces for equipment mainte-
nance and decontamination.

The facility’s layout and features are 
designed to suSSort efficient oSerations, 
enhance firefighter safety, and ensure TuicN 
emergency response times.  

The station’s design also considers future 
growth and sustainability.

To date, during construction, all major 
milestones have been achieved, including 
rough grading, site servicing (sanitary sew-

ers, pumping station, storm sewers), the 
watermain and fire serYice main, and munici-
pal connections.

Work over the coming weeks will focus 
on completing the caulking around the pre-
cast panels and continuing with roof work. 
Inside, crews will advance framing, while 
plumbing, sprinkler, HVAC, and electrical 
work progress through the interior.

The project has an approved total budget 
of $13,368,330, including contingency, and a 
construction budget of $10,123,516.

So far, the contingency funds have not 
been needed, as construction is progressing 
well. 

S U P P O RT I V E  F U N D I N G  –  New Tecumseth’s new F ire Station # 4  is currently being built on the 
14 th Line. A report delivered to New Tecumseth council on Jan. 26 reports construction is on 
time and on budget.     B RI A N  L O CK H A RT  P H O T O

RE D E V E L O P M E N T  RE N D E RI N G  –  A detailed rendering shows what the expansion to Steven-
son M emorial Hospital will look like upon completion. 

                          S T E V E N S O N  M E M O RI A L  H O S P I T A L  P H O T O
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There is a subdivision near where I 
liYe that is fi lled with modest homes.

It has a 1960s feel, and that’s pretty 
much the decade this deYelopment was 
built.

The homes are all bungalows� mostly 
with wood and aluminum siding or wood 
panelling. They are small� but on a Iairly 
decent�si]ed lot.

This area was obYiously designed 
to be a neighbourhood Ior people who 
didn’t want to spend a lot oI money on a 
big Iancy house.

$t the time� ,’m sure there were many 
young couples who tooN adYantage oI 
this area� purchased their fi rst home� 
and decided to raise a Iamily there.

,’m pretty sure this neighbourhood 
would be considered to be a place with 
µaIIordable housing�’ in the sense that 
someone who bought there wouldn’t 
end up being house poor and unable 
to haYe a meal in a restaurant once a 
month because their mortgage pay�
ments sucNed the liIe out oI their weeNly 
pay cheTue.

, heard yet another radio commercial 
this morning Irom the Iederal goYern�
ment� telling us how µwe’� that is� the goY�

ernment� are building µaIIordable hous�
ing’ to meet the need Ior more homes in 
this country. 

Y et, you have never seen a house or 
subdivision built by either the federal or 
proYincial goYernment. <ou haYe neYer 
seen a sign welcoming you to the new 
µHappy $cres 1eighbourhood’ that was 
designed and built by the Iederal or pro�
Yincial goYernment.

*oYernments do not build homes. 
They only Iacilitate the process.

The ads use the phrase ‘affordable 
housing�’ which has been a bu]]word in 
both the goYernment and building indus�
try Ior the last Iew years.

([cept no one has identifi ed e[actly 
what µaIIordable housing’ is supposed to 
mean.

$re they building homes that are 
aIIordable Ior a Iamily with an income oI 
��������� or aIIordable Ior a Iamily with 
an income oI �������"

Some people can aIIord a �� million 
dollar home. These days� most people 
struggle to aIIord an aYerage�priced� 
entry�leYel home.

There are many people who are bur�
ied beneath a mortgage and barely man�

age to hold on each month.
The term µaIIordable housing’ sug�

gests that these houses are priced so 
that anyone can aIIord to buy one.

HoweYer� that’s not the case ± not by 
a long shot.

Housing prices are determined by 
what someone is willing to pay. The 
prices are not based on a deYeloper’s 
good intentions oI proYiding homes Ior 
the less Iortunate.

$ll you haYe to do is driYe through any 
new deYelopment to see what’s going 
on. They are building cooNie�cutter 
homes and slapping on a price tag that 
is no better than when the affordable 
housing chant began.

<ou will still buy a house and assume 
the huge mortgage that goes along with 
it.

Try asNing a deYeloper or a goYernment 
oIfi cial where the aIIordable �������� 
houses are being built� because that’s 
all you can aIIord� considering you will 
be paying Ior it Ior at least �� years.

The other tricN is µintensifi cation.’ ,n 
this case� they cram as many homes into 
the smallest area possible.

)or some reason� the goYernment 

thinNs that cramming 
10,000 people into a 
one�sTuare�mile area 
is a good thing� in a 
country that spans 9.9 
million sTuare Nilometres.

$gain� Ior some reason� the promise 
oI aIIordability is toyed with� suggesting 
that lower�income people don’t deserYe 
a front lawn and should be happy to live 
in a house connected to their neigh�
bour’s home on both sides.

%ut again� all you haYe to do is looN at 
the asNing price oI these new builds to 
see that the aIIordability Iactor is a myth.

Housing prices Ior µaIIordable housing’ 
does not mean that homes are being 
built and sold Ior a small profi t. ,t means 
they are being built and sold Ior a huge 
profi t.

'eYelopers aren’t in the building busi�
ness because they are nice guys. They 
are in the business to maNe a profi t.

The goYernment has to e[plore other 
options to ensure eYeryone has a place 
to liYe.

%uilding new homes means nothing 
iI the aYerage person can’t aIIord to liYe 
there.

The a� ordable housing myth BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

Suggesting that we should spare a 
thought Ior our politicians might be an 
increasingly unpopular opinion in this 
day and age� but hear me out on this one 
± iI only Ior a moment.

:e Tuite rightly laud our neighbours 
when they haYe the courage oI their con�
Yictions to put themselYes Iorward Ior 
an elected oIfi ce to help Ioster the diI�
Ierence they want to see in the world� at 
any leYel oI goYernment.

8nless there is a signifi cant shaNe�up 
in O ttawa, we’re due to next hit the polls 
in the municipal election oI 2ctober ��. 
,ncumbents and newbies haYe already 
begun to maNe their intentions Nnown� 
and they deserYe our respect Ior wanting 
to serve, whether it’s a desire that’s been 
long�burning inside them� or whether 
they’Ye become ciYically engaged more 
recently with a :ard�specifi c issue that’s 
captured their attention.

Stepping up ± particularly Ior the fi rst 
time ± is neYer an easy decision to maNe. 
$boYe and beyond whether your plat�
Iorm will resonate with Yoters� you haYe 
to consider a number oI other Iactors.

&ampaigning is not only a time�con�
suming actiYity in the most mundane oI 

elections� the political climate in which 
we’re currently liYing is Iar Irom an attrac�
tiYe prospect.

,I a candidate goes into a race with 
good intentions and a well�tuned pair oI 
listening ears� it’s always a worthwhile 
e[ercise no matter how the polls turn out 
on election day.

,I the numbers don’t go your way� at 
least you’Ye learned something about 
the issues that are important to the com�
munity and the power one indiYidual has 
to maNe a diIIerence. ,I the tides turn in 
your favour, you’ve found yourself in a 
reasonably long�term commitment ± and 
that is where those listening ears are 
particularly Yaluable.

:hen you taNe your seat� you already 
haYe a good Ioundation oI what your 
mandate Irom Yoters is and what they 
e[pect oI you.

$ successIul candidate is Yoted in to 
represent the Yoices oI their constitu�
ents. This is the paramount responsibility 
oI the oIfi ce� regardless oI which leYel oI 
goYernment is.

&ontinuous engagement is also Yery 
important� not only to Neep your fi nger 
on the pulse oI the community� but on a 

pulse that can eYolYe rather TuicNly. $t 
the same time� a successIul candidate 
has secured their spot because they’Ye 
won the confi dence oI the electorate to 
maNe decisions on their behalI ± and 
there comes a point where continuous 
consultation has to giYe way to maNing 
an actual decision.

&andidates who maNe the fi nal munici�
pal ballot this Iall will� ,’m sure� haYe a 
clear grasp oI that concept� but it’s lin�
ing up to be another crap shoot when 
it comes to the election oI our school 
trustees and the arguably less�than�wel�
coming political area parents and other 
staNeholders might be considering Mump�
ing into. 

/ast weeN� the 3eel 'istrict School 
%oard and the <orN &atholic School 
%oard Iound themselYes once again in 
the crosshairs oI the 0inistry oI (duca�
tion.

The 0inistry made the decision to put 
the 3'S% under 3roYincial SuperYision� 
halting their plan to lay�oII �� classroom 
teachers� a moYe the 0inistry says will 
³cause signifi cant learning disruption Ior 
nearly 1���� students´ in the middle oI 
the year.

The Y C DSB, on 
the other hand, has 
been warned the 
0inistry will put them 
under 3roYincial 
Supervision as well 
iI they don’t respond to ³pressing goY�
ernance and fi nancial concerns´ within 
1� days oI last :ednesday’s announce�
ment.

³,’m taNing immediate action to put an 
end to mismanagement and disruption at 
two school boards that are directly and 
negatiYely impacting both students and 
teachers�́  said (ducation 0inister 3aul 
&alandra in a -anuary �8 statement. 
³The action , am taNing at the 3'S% will 
put an immediate halt to a disruptiYe mid�
year upheaYal in staIfi ng that would haYe 
created uncertainty Ior parents� students 
and teachers aliNe. , am also putting the 
<&'S% on notice that the infi ghting� dis�
ruption and serious fi nancial concerns 
that haYe undermined student success 
Ior years need to end immediately� with 
eYery penny oI public Iunding directed to 
support students in the classroom.́

School shakeups and trusty trustees BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

Continu ed on P ag e 1 9
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS
1. Native American 
group of N. California
5. Geological times 

(Brit. sp.)
 10. Tool to remove
12. Rods
14. One who renews

 16. They precede C
18. Chatter incessantly
19. __ King Cole, 

musician
20. Insect parts
22. One from Utah

 23. The world of the 
dead
25. Singer Redding
26. NBA legend Nelson
27. Indicates wrongly
28. Unhappy
30. Anger
31. Dark brown
33. Some are in 

kitchens
35. Made a mistake
37. Damp

 38. Type of fuel
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
42. One’s mother
44. Disallow
45. Swiss river

 48. A banana has one
 50. Philippines lake and 
volcano are two
52. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
53. Agave
55. Journalist Tarbell
56. One-time tech giant
57. Indicates upon
58. Intestinal bacteria
63. Loose sheaths 

around the spinal cord
65. It goes with nook

 66. A fashion
 67. Very eager to hear 
or see
CLUES DOWN
1. Witch
2. Utilize
3. Writing utensil

4. Where rockers go 
to work
5. Subsides
6. Consume
7. Greek mythological 

figures
8. California mountain 

town
9. Tin

10. Muse of lyric and 
love poetry
 11. Animates anew
13. Humorous 

criticisms
15. Cool!
17. Worst

 18. Wet dirt
21. Designed to be 

useful
23. Hebrew unit of 

liquid capacity
24. High schoolers’ test
27. Computer device
29. Indian territory __ 

and Diu
 32. A place to sleep

 34. AI tool

 35. Pass or go by

 36. Indicates a purchase

 39. A digital tape 

recording of sound

 40. More (Spanish)

 43. Disfigured

 44. White (Spanish)

 46. Church building

 47. Georgia rockers

 49. Type of surgery

 51. Much __ about 

nothing

 54. Make by braiding

 59. Local area network

 60. Unit of work or 

energy

 61. Member of 

indigenous people of 

Thailand

 62. Liquefied natural 

gas

 64. Distance to top

Puzzle No. 262110 • Solution in the CLASSIFIEDS

The Iranian regime is brutal, fanatical and corrupt.  It 
has just committed the mass murder of its own citizens 
in the city streets and in their own homes. But the story 
we are told about Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons is 
very misleading.

Let’s begin with the two President George Bushes. 
Just 12 years after George Senior defeated Iraq in 
1991 and forced dictator Saddam Hussein to destroy 
all his ‘weapons of mass destruction’ (just poison gas, 
really), George W. Bush Jr. invaded Iraq again in 2003. 
That time round it was completely the wrong country, 
but he did it anyway.

The main reason Bush Junior believed that Saddam 
was lying and really had nuclear weapons was that the 
Iraqi dictator obstructed the work of the UN inspectors. 
He caused enough delay to rouse everybody’s suspi-
cions about Iraqi nuclear weapons. Why did he do that?

Probably because he lived in a very dangerous 
neighbourhood: Israel, Egypt, Syria, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia were all his enemies.  He wanted them to fear 
that he really did have weapons of mass destruction in 
order to deter them from attacking Iraq. It might even 
prevent the United States from having another go.

It was a dangerous game, bound to raise suspicions 
about Iraqi nukes everywhere, and in the end it did kill 
Saddam. After the 2003 invasion American experts 
spent a year searching Iraq for evidence of Saddam’s 
alleged ‘weapons of mass destruction’ and found noth-
ing, but they hanged him anyway.

Why bring all this up 20 years later? Because a simi-
lar kind of logic may apply to Iran’s ‘nuclear weapons 
program.’

Iran was not part of the Arab-Israeli confronta-
tion under the Shah’s regime, and the nuclear power 
program he launched (with US approval) in the early 
1970s did not seek to create nuclear weapons. Israel’s 
nuclear weapons, acquired in the 1960, did not worry 
the Shah either.

The 1979 revolution in Iran brought to power an 
extreme Islamist regime that saw a nuclear-armed 
Israel as a potential threat. However, the new Supreme 
Leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, declared the develop-
ment and use of weapons of mass destruction forbid-
den (haram) on moral and religious grounds – and he 
meant it.

This was not to Iran’s advantage. In the 1980s Iraq 

invaded Iran with American backing in order to destroy 
the new and destabilizing regime of the ayatollahs. 
Saddam Hussein’s troops were fl ooding the battlefi elds 
with poison gas, while the Iranian defenders were 
banned from replying in kind.

The episode shows how seriously Iran’s Islamic rul-
ers take their own religious decrees. Abstaining from 
chemical ‘weapons of mass destruction’ probably 
caused the deaths of tens of thousands of Iranian sol-
diers. We too should take the ayatollah’s decrees seri-
ously, because that would open the way to an alterna-
tive explanation of Iranian behaviour.

There is no evidence that Iran even considered 
nuclear weapons until Pakistan and India tested their 
fi rst nuclear weapons in 1998. There was then clearly 
some dalliance in Tehran with the notion of getting a 
‘threshold’ nuclear capacity (just short of weapons-
grade), but that was halted after 
an opposition group revealed it 
in 2003.

In 2015 Iran signed an agree-
ment backed by all the great 
powers that restricted it to 
3.67% enrichment of uranium, 
useful for civil reactors but 
far below the level needed for 
nuclear weapons. The sanc-
tions that had been imposed 
on Iran were removed and all 
went well – until Donald Trump 
tore up the agreement in 2018, 

probably at the instigation of Israel.
Israelis are as obsessed by the 

threat from Iran, small though it is 
in practice, as the ayatollahs are 
obsessed with Israel. They don’t even share a border, 
and Israel has hundreds of nuclear weapons versus 
Iran’s none. They couldn’t even have an interesting 
war, yet they can’t leave each other alone.

Trump was able to force the other signatories to 
reimpose sanctions on Iran (which had meticulously 
observed the agreed limits), and the Iranian economy 
crashed. After two years the Iranians began inching up 
the degree of enrichment, carefully announcing each 
increase, in an attempt to put pressure on the countries 
that had let the agreement die.

Continu ed on P ag e 1 9
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Make a living while
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Join the skilled trades
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COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: The health economics business case for green space

From reducing air and water pollution 
and moderating surface temperatures to pro-
viding opportunities for physical activity 
and relaxation, green spaces provide many 
Shysical and mental health benefits� %ut can 
we measure these health benefits in terms 
of monetary savings in order to convince 
decision-makers that protecting and enhanc-
ing green spaces is an environmentally and 
economically responsible decision for our 
community?

7he answer is yes� 
The Conceptual Framework to Under-

stand the %usiness &ase for (co+ealth in 
Ontario is being used by conservationists, 
public health professionals, and others to 
communicate the monetary value of the 
health benefits associated with greensSace 
investment, including reduced illness and 
death, decreased use of health services, and 
increased SroductiYity�

Case Study: Increasing Tree Canopy, 
%ramSton, 2ntario, estimates the annual net 
benefits of increasing tree canoSy by �� Ser 
cent to be ���� million, with health system 
savings achieved through reduced exposure 
to extreme heat days, improved air quality 
and increased Shysical actiYity�

Case Study: Downtown Urban Park, Pe-
terborough, Ontario, demonstrated that a 
new urban park could result in health system 
saYings of ���� million annually, with a re-
turn on investment from park development 
costs in ��� years�

(ffectiYely communicating these health 
system savings to local decision-makers can 
help inform municipal budgets for invest-
ments in green spaces, helping communities 

grow in a more healthy, resilient and eco-
nomically sustainable manner�

Similar tools are helping prioritize proj-
ects to protect and enhance the natural en-
Yironment for climate resiliency� 7hese tools 
incorporate a wide range of greenspace, 
community health, and health equity ben-
efits, including Áood control, air Tuality im-
provements, surface temperature regulation, 
and reduced social Yulnerability� ,ncluding 
these metrics when making decisions about 
nature-based climate solutions is an impor-
tant step toward building more climate-resil-
ient and eTuitable communities�

The Toronto and Region Conservation 
$uthority aSSlied its 1ature�%ased &limate 
6olutions 6iting 7ool to the +umber 5iYer 
watershed to identify priority locations 
based on ecological value and population 
need� 3riority areas included areas with little 
natural cover and populations characterized 
by high levels of deprivation, higher rates of 
chronic health conditions, and low access to 
green sSaces�

The increased threat to the urban forest 
from climate change and development pres-
sures, and municipalities’ limited budgets to 
maintain existing trees and plant new trees, 
prompted Peel Region to develop a Tree 
Planting Prioritization Tool that considers 

environmental, social and economic sustain-
ability metrics� 7hese include� mitigation of 
urban heat island effects and air pollution, 
support for physical health and emotional 
well-being, and enhancement of social eq-
uity and economic Yalue� 7he tool generates 
maps of where tree planting would have the 
greatest benefits� 7hese include areas with a 
higher proportion of groups at increased risk 
of experiencing heat-related illness – older 
adults, people with chronic illnesses, socially 
disadYantaged indiYiduals and newcomers�

While research linking natural environ-
ments to positive health outcomes and health 

equity helps increase awareness and support 
for protection and enhancement of green 
space, providing the health economic busi-
ness case for investments in green space us-
ing tools outlined above, may have greater 
Sotential to inÁuence local decision�maNing 
on green space policies, programs and proj-
ects that truly account for health�

Helen Doyle, B. Sc., CPHI(C), is a mem-
ber of Greys for Green in New Tecumseth. 
She is passionate about spreading the word 
about the interconnections between human 
health and the environment, and mobilizing 
action for planetary health.
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ONTARIO 
HONEYCRISP 
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I99

/lb

4.39/kg
ONTARIO
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RED, YELLOW, 
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save 2.00
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APPLE PIE
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8”
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ASSORTED VAR

TAST!EZ MAC & 
CHEESE BITES
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SUMMER 
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HUMMUS

MAPLE LEAF
TOP DOGS

REG OR LOW SALT

in effect Jan 29-Feb 11, 2026    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham
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MEMBER
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2
for5
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save 2.99
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CHAPMAN’S 
FROZEN 
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SORBET
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assorted

assorted

Independently Owned & Operated905.841.4809 (Cell)     www.brianspeers.ca

Residential &
Commercial

Your Sales
Representative  
in King &
New
TecumsethFOR

SALE

Considering Buying or Selling?
Call BRIAN SPEERS

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
1 bed, 1 bath Condo

32 Church Street,
Schomberg,
2 bed, 2 bath Condo

SOLD

Correction
A story printed on Page 7 of the Jan. 29 edition of the New Tecumseth Times, with 

the headline “Volunteers needed for upcoming blood donor clinics in Alliston, Totten-
ham,” provided the incorrect telephone contact number. If you are interested in volun-
teering at an upcoming blood donor clinic, please call 905-717-5399 or 905-729-3583.

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU

Want to share your opinion about 
what’s going on in the community? 

Email us a letter to the editor to: 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com. 

Be sure to include 
your name and town.

Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within 
the pages of the New Tecumseth Times? 

New Tecumseth Rotary Club to 
host Volunteer Fair this weekend
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Volunteers play an important part in the 
community by giving their time to help with 
local activities, events, and to help fellow 
residents.

If you have ever thought about getting 
involved, you can learn about various oppor-
tunities at the Volunteer Fair hosted by the 
New Tecumseth Rotary Club.

Local charities and community groups do 
incredible work helping families, supporting 
people in need, and building a stronger, more 
connected town, but they can’t do it alone.

The Volunteer Fair is a chance to meet the 
people behind the scenes and learn about all 
the volunteer organizations in New Tecums-
eth.

You will be able to speak with representa-
tives from various organizations and learn 
about volunteer opportunities that are the per-

fect fi t for you, based on your time, interests, 
and skills.

Whether you have limited time or a lot of 
time on your hands, there is a place for you as 
a local volunteer.

Up to 25 local organizations will be at the 
event to answer questions and share what 
they do and how they contribute to the com-
munity.

If you have a special skill or ability that 
you can use to help others, you will be able 
to fi nd out which organization could best use 
your talents to help others.

Many people enjoy passing on their knowl-
edge to help others achieve their goals.

The Volunteer Fair will take place on Sat-
urday, Feb. 7, at the Alliston Memorial Arena 
in the upstairs hall, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

It costs nothing to attend, and you will 
meet plenty of people and see how you can 
volunteer to help enrich the lives of others in 
the town. 



AgKnowledge Forum coming to Gibson Centre, providing
information on agriculture opportunities across the region
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

There will be plenty of information and 
knowledge shared at the AgKnowledge 
Forum, hosted by Nottawasaga Futures, later 
this month.

This annual event brings together local 
farmers, businesses related to agriculture, and 
others with an interest in farming.

The event is especially helpful for younger 
people or those new to farming who want to 
learn more about how to succeed in agricul-
ture.

The morning portion of the event will fea-
ture a forum with guest speakers who share 
their industry experience.

In the afternoon, there will be a vendor mar-
ket featuring local producers with a variety of 
products for visitors to buy and sample. This 
is a popular feature, as visitors love the oppor-
tunity to sample new or unusual products.

New this year, there will also be a second 

vendors’ market with other products by local 
people.

“We’ve been hosting the forum every year 
for many years,” explained Robin Brown, 
community, events, and partnerships man-
ager with Nottawasaga Futures. “The market, 
we introduced last year, and it was so well 
received that it is something we are hoping to 
host every year.”

She added, “The Forum will take place in 
the Rotary Room at the Gibson Centre and the 
market will be held in the Honda Hall. The 
Forum will provide an educational morning. 
This will be good for the young farmer and 
new farmer. We’ll be going over food safety 
with the Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit.”

Other topics at the forum will include 
“Grants” with the Halton Region Federation 
of Agriculture, a “Farmer’s Journey” with The 
Mushroomery at White Pine Meadows, and 
“Cultivating Local,” with the Ontario Federa-
tion of Agriculture. 

There will be a chance hear directly from 
local farmers as they share their experiences, 
learn strategies for a successful farm start-up, 
and connect with the local agriculture com-
munity.

The market will feature a variety of differ-
ent products.

“For example, we have an organic garlic 
farm coming, and they are sampling fresh 
garlic as well as some amazing black garlic,” 
Robin said. “We have a new young entrepre-
neur bringing cinnamon rolls. Only one per-
son with each product will be there. Last year, 
many of our vendors sold out.”

The event is an opportunity for everyone 
with an interest in agriculture to learn more 
and connect with others in the industry. 
Whether you are a new farmer or a seasoned 
veteran, there will be something for you to see 
or learn at the unique event.

Several community organizations will be 
on site in a sSecial not�for�Srofi t section of the 
event to connect with local residents.

The AgKnowledge Forum will take place at 
the Gibson Centre, 63 Tupper St. W., in Allis-
ton on Friday, Feb. 27.

The Forum will take place from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m., followed by the Vendors Market 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

You must register to attend the AgKnowl-
edge Forum.

Register by calling Robin Brown at 705-
502-0311, or by email at Robin@notta-
wasaga.com.

Family Day fun planned at the Tottenham Community and Fitness Centre
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The annual Family Day holiday in Ontario 
is coming up on Monday, Feb. 16.

This is a special day for the entire family to 

enjoy some mid-winter fun, whether it is out-
doors, enjoying some time on the slopes, hik-
ing through snow-covered trails, or staying 
inside and joining in some special activities.

In New Tecumseth, special activities will 
take place at the Tottenham Community and 

Fitness Centre.
This is a fun event for the entire family and 

all ages.
The fun will get underway at 11 a.m.
Free face painting with Bling will give you 

a new look for the day.
Both ice pads will be open, and you can 

enjoy skating in the arena or on the outdoor 
rink.

In the parking lot, New Tecumseth Fire 
5escue will bring one of its fi re trucNs� <ou 
can learn about fi re safety and e[Slore one of 
the trucks you usually see on the street with 
Á ashing lights, heading out to helS someone 
in an emergency.

The Recreation Team at the Community 

Centre will have interactive games and activi-
ties for family fun, as well as a craft station 
where kids can make something to take home.

You can get a beautiful henna tattoo with a 
design offered by a skilled artist.

If you enjoy music, there will be a Cajun 
drumming circle. You can watch or listen, or 
join in on the fun and try drumming yourself.

There will be several mascots on site who 
will walk around, greet the kids and pose for 
photographs.

This is a fun event for the entire family.
The free Family Day event will take place 

at the Tottenham Community and Fitness 
Centre on Monday, Feb. 6, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

8 THE NEW TECUMETH TIMES | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026

Arts
Local Events&

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG
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Mans�eld to get new elementary school
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

7he community of 0ansfield will be get-
ting a new elementary school with sSace for 
��� students�

)unding comes from the SroYince·s Slan 
to inYest ��� billion oYer the ne[t �� years 
to build, renew, and imSroYe schools in fast�
growing communities�

7he 0ansfield school will be funded to the 
tune of ����� million�

´%y building and e[Sanding schools across 
the SroYince, we·re maNing sure students can 
learn in modern, high�Tuality enYironments 
that suSSort strong achieYement,µ said 3aul 
&alandra, 2ntario·s 0inister of (ducation� 
´7hese inYestments will helS students gain 

the sNills and confidence they need to suc-
ceed and SreSare for rewarding careers�µ

7he new school will be located at �th 6id-
eroad and &ounty 5oad �� in 0ansfield�

´7he funding for a new 0ansfield (le-
mentary 6chool in 0ansfield is great news 
for our community,µ said 6ylYia -ones, 
033 for 'ufferin�&aledon� ´7hrough this 
inYestment, we·re creating oSSortunities for 
students to thriYe today and well into the 
future�µ

2Yer the Sast two years, the goYernment 
has committed ���� billion annually in new 
school buildings, additions, and renoYations 
across the SroYince� 7his is the highest leYel 
of school caSital funding in 2ntario·s history�

$ timeline for comSleting the new school 
has not yet been announced� 

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority announces chair and vice chair 
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

-onathan 6cott, &ouncillor for %radford 
:est *willimbury, and *ail /ittle, 'eSuty 
0ayor of $maranth, were acclaimed to 
lead the 1ottawasaga 9alley &onserYation 
$uthority %oard of 'irectors as &hair and 
9ice &hair, during the 19&$·s -an� �� meet-
ing�

´,·m grateful to my colleagues for unani-
mously renewing their confidence in 9ice�
&hair /ittle and me,µ said &hair 6cott� ´2Yer 
the Sast year, the board and our staff focused 
on Srotecting nature across the watershed 
while imSroYing the efficiency and timeli-
ness of our Slanning and Sermitting worN� 
7ogether, we strengthened Áood and erosion 
hazard management, adYanced stream and 
wetland restoration, e[Sanded tree Slanting 
and stewardshiS, and continued to modernize 
how 19&$ deliYers its core serYices�µ

6cott added, ´-ust as imSortantly, we·Ye 
suSSorted agricultural communities by Sro-
moting Sractical, science�based aSSroaches 
that Srotect soil, water and farmland while 

recognizing the essential role farmers Slay 
as stewards of the landscaSe,µ adding, ´:e 
deliYered a lean budget and modernized our 
oSerations to suSSort the SroYince·s goals of 
sustainable housing and economic deYeloS-
ment, ,n ����, we will continue that worN to 
Srotect natural systems, suSSort resilient com-
munities, and ensure decisions are grounded 
in good goYernance and sound science�µ  

7hroughout ����, 19&$ worNed with 
Yolunteers, funders and Sartners to restore 
riYers and streams, Slant forests, and SroYide 
enYironmental education throughout the 1ot-
tawasaga :atershed� 5esidents and Yisitors 
aliNe e[Slored nature and gathered at com-
munity eYents hosted at 19&$·s conserYa-
tion areas�

7o further suSSort municiSalities, land-
owners and deYeloSment Sartners, 19&$ 
reduced bacNlogs, imSroYed customer satis-
faction and comSleted Sermit reYiews in an 
aYerage of �� days�

´$s we continue to address the Yarying 
needs across our watershed, , aSSreciate the 
ongoing, e[cellent suSSort and commitment 
of our staff and board members,µ said 9ice 

&hair *ail /ittle� ´7heir dedication to 19&$ 
is essential to build on what we haYe already 
accomSlished�  , would encourage our urban 
and rural communities to share their diYerse 
SersSectiYes to assist in the deYeloSment of 

our obMectiYes as we continue the worN of Sro-
tecting our water and natural enYironment�µ

7he 19&$ %oard of 'irectors elects its 
&hair and 9ice &hair annually at its -anuary 
meeting� 

RE T U RN I N G  L E A D E RS H I P  –  Jonathan Scott and Gail Little were acclaimed as the Notta-
wasaga V alley C onservation Authority (NV C A) C hair and V ice C hair, respectively. They were 
acclaimed during the NV C A’s Jan. 26 meeting.               CO N T RI B U T E D  P H O T O
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519.925.2832
deb.freeman@hotmail.com 

debbie@lpcmedia.ca
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Looking to showcase 
your business in the 

Shelburne community?
To reserve your spot in the Shelburne  

Recreation Guide Spring/Summer 2026 Edition,
please contact Debbie Freeman.

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and 
playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are 
great pals and would do great in a home 
together. They love to greet people, play with 
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic 
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are 
volunteer - favourites.
Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed, 
vaccinated, � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Rufus and 
Magic

adopt
a cat
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NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

First-period blitz gives Alliston Hornets a win over Huntsville Otters
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

$ huge fi rst Seriod set the tone for )riday·s 
game between the $lliston +ornets and the 
+untsYille 2tters at the 1ew 7ecumseth 5ec�
reation &entre on -an� ���

7he +ornets hit the bacN of the 2tters· net 
at ���� into the Seriod to oSen the scoring on 
a goal from %en 6mith�

7wo more goals, two minutes aSart from 
*unner .irN and +unter 0artell, gaYe the 
+ornets a ��� lead at the halfway marN in the 
fi rst Seriod�

-acob (nglish got the fourth goal of the 
night at ����� into the frame�

7he fi nal +ornets goal for the fi rst Seriod 
came on an unassisted effort by 0arN &oish�

+untsYille scored its only goal of the night 
late in the Seriod�

7he second Seriod saw two more +ornets 
goals from 1icN /amont and 'uncan *rube 
to giYe the $lliston sTuad a ��� lead with 
one Seriod remaining�

7he fi nal frame saw 1oah &ochrane score 
to caS off the night, and the +ornets left the 
ice with an ��� win�

$lliston droSSed to second Slace in the 
1orth &arruthers 'iYision of the 3roYincial 
-unior +ocNey /eague after 6tayner SicNed 
uS some Soints on a 

couSle of weeNend wins� 7he +ornets haYe 
�� Soints and are now one Soint behind the 
6isNins�

7he 6isNins haYe a ���� record, including 
one oYertime loss, and will be looNing for a 
few wins as the regular season comes to a 
close�

,n third Slace, the 2rillia 7erriers are haY�
ing a good season with a ����� record, includ�
ing one oYertime loss and one shootout loss, 
good for �� Soints�

7he 3enetang .ings are in fourth Slace 
and can·t be counted out� :ith �� Soints, 
the .ings haYe a resSectable ����� record, 
including three oYertime losses and one 
shoot�out loss�

7he 0idland )lyers are �� Soints behind 
and in fi fth Slace� 7hey are followed by the 
0usNoNa %ears, ,nnisfi l 6Sartans, and the 

+untsYille 2tters�
$s of )eb� �, the +ornets haYe fi Ye games 

left on the regular season schedule�
7he +ornets will be bacN on home ice at 

the 1ew 7ecumseth 5ecreation &entre on 
)riday, )eb� �, to host the ,nnisfi l 6Sartans�

*ame time is ���� S�m�

B I G  B L O W O U T  –  The Alliston Hornets host the Huntsville O tters at the New Tecumseth R ecreation C entre on F riday, Jan. 30. The Hornets 
scored fi Ye goals in the fi rst period to taNe command oI the game. The fi nal was an 8�1 win Ior the $lliston team.  The Hornets haYe dropped to 
second place behind the Stayner SisNins aIter the Stayner team picNed up points on a couple oI wins oYer the weeNend.                  
                                              B RI A N  L O CK H A RT  P H O T O

Third period costs the Tottenham Railers in home game against Meaford Knights
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

,t all came down to the third Seriod when 
the 7ottenham 5ailers hosted the 0eaford 
.nights at the 7ottenham &ommunity &entre 
arena on 6aturday, -an� ���

$t the end of the fi rst Seriod, the teams had 
Slayed to a ��� tie�

7he 5ailers oSened the scoring on a goal 
from 7ristan /aYoie� 0eaford matched the 
goal two and a half minutes later�

7ottenham scored at ����� into the fi rst 
Seriod when $rtsiom %ialiayeY scored on a 
SowerSlay�

,t was again a tie game when the .nights 
scored with ���� left on the clocN in the fi rst 
Seriod�

5ailers forward 0atYei 1oYiN scored at 
���� in the second Seriod� ,t was a short�liYed 
lead when 0eaford scored Must two minutes 
later to maNe it a ��� game with one Seriod 
remaining�

7he 5ailers ran into trouble in the third 

Seriod when 0eaford scored three goals 
before the 5ailers could resSond�

5ailers forward )eli[�$ntoine +uard 
scored the fi nal goal of the game at ����� into 
the third Seriod�

7he 5ailers had to settle for a ��� loss�
7ottenham is in fourth Slace in the 1orth 

'iYision of the *reater 0etro +ocNey /eague 
with a ����� loss, including one oYertime loss�

7he 5ailers will be bacN on home ice at the 
7ottenham &ommunity &entre on 6aturday, 
)eb� �, when they will host the %radford 5at�
tlers�

*ame time is ���� S�m�

E D G E D  O U T  –  The Tottenham 5ailers host the 0eaIord .nights at the Tottenham &ommunity 
&entre arena on Saturday� -an. �1. The game was tied up to the third period with teams match�
ing goals. The .nights got the edge in the fi nal period and tooN the ��� win.    

B RI A N  L O CK H A RT  P H O T O

T O U RN E Y  P L A Y  –  The New 
Tecumseth 8SS ,ce &ats go 
up against the 2rangeYille 
Tigers during the :inter &las�
sic Tournament in 2rangeYille 
on F riday, Jan. 30. The house 
league tournament brings 
teams Irom all oYer the proY�
ince. The ,ce &ats deliYered a 
9�� shutout in this game.     
      B RI A N  L O CK H A RT  P H O T O
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YOUR LIFE
RENEWED
Last chance to live in this popular community, perfectly located 

by the Trent River. You will enjoy the accessible and amenity rich 

location surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, forests, 

conservation areas, parks, hiking trails and more. Something 

special awaits you in affordable Hasting’s Estates.

 Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca

Final Release
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Nottawasaga Conservation shares highlights from January board meeting
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority has released the highlights of its 
recent board meeting held on Jan. 26.

NVCA Board of Directors election
Jonathan Scott, Councillor for the Town of 

Bradford West Gwillimbury and Gail Little, 
Deputy Mayor of the Township of Amaranth, 
were acclaimed to lead the 2026 NVCA 
Board of Directors as Chair and Vice Chair.

Permit approvals under the Conservation 
Authorities Act

NVCA reports permit application process-
ing timelines against the timeline set by Con-
servation Ontario’s Best Practices timeline, 
which recommends that conservation author-
ities follow set timelines.

Between Jan. 1, 2025, and Dec. 31, 2025, 
NVCA issued 435 permits and consistently 

met those timelines.
On average, both minor and major permits 

were issued within 17 days.
Major permits were issued within 90 days, 

98 per cent of the time.
Minor permits were issued within 30 days, 

92 per cent of the time, and within 90 days, 
100 per cent of the time.

19&$ staff notified aSSlicants of the sta-
tus of their application within 21 days, 90 per 
cent of the time.

Staff track a permit’s ‘run time’ for when 
an application is with NVCA and when it is 
with the applicant. This tracking excludes 
periods when applications are returned to the 
applicant to address comments and ensures 
transparent, accurate timeline reporting.

2026 Permit and planning fee schedule
NVCA’s Board of Directors approved 

NVCA’s Permit and Planning fees to increase 
by 3 per cent.

7his fee is intended to Sartially reÁect the 

cost-of-living allowances while being consis-
tent with other Conservation Authorities.

Upcoming events

Upcoming events include Families in 
1ature, 0arch %reaN at &amS 7iffin, 7iffin 
Nature School, and the Spring Tonic Maple 
Syrup Festival.

Ontario Provincial Police reminds residents not to shovel snow onto roadways
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

There has been a lot of debate this win-
ter when people complain about neighbours 
shovelling their snow onto the road.

The people doing this seem to think they 
can throw their snow wherever they want; 
however, the OPP is reminding residents that 
shovelling, plowing, or blowing snow onto 
the road is dangerous and illegal.

7he 2ntario +ighway 7raffic $ct, 6ection 
181, states that no person shall deposit snow 
or ice on a roadway without written permis-
sion from the Ministry or the road authority 
responsible for maintaining that road.

Individuals who throw snow on the road 
may be charged under Section 213(1) of the 
+ighway 7raffic $ct, which SroYides for a 
fine ranging from ��� to ��,����

Depositing snow onto the roadway creates 
hazards for motorists and pedestrians.

Snow piles can obstruct sightlines, create 
icy patches, interfere with snowplow opera-
tions, and increase the risk of collisions.

These hazards compromise road safety and 
place additional strain on winter maintenance 
crews who must return to re-clear affected 
areas. Residents are encouraged to use desig-
nated areas on their own property and follow 
local municipal guidelines for proper snow 
removal.
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DISCOVER
THE JOY
OF MUSIC!

We are located at 562 V ictoria St. E., beside Wilton’s F looring
7 0 5 . 2 5 0 . S T A R ( 7 8 2 7 )  |  Email R SM AAlliston@ gmail.com
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We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun, 
positive, creative place for training in vocals, guitar, piano, 
ukulele, drums and more.
E x tra serv ices inclu de:  Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer
two recitals every year for the students to
showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FIND   YOUR
TALENT WITH US!

Shop Locally!

Advertise with us today!
Call Vicki Meisner

519-278-1700
or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

TheTimesNewTecumseth

Police warn the public about increase in ‘bank investigator’ fraud
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Police are warning members of the public 
about a recent increase in ‘bank investigator’ 
fraud incidents occurring in the region.

Fraudsters are contacting individuals by 
telephone and falsely identifying themselves 
as fraud inYestigators from their financial 
institution. In many cases, the caller ID is 
spoofed, causing the bank’s legitimate phone 
number to appear on the victim’s display.

This tactic is intended to make the call 
appear credible.

Police investigators have learned that these 
callers often possess personal information 

about the person they are targeting, which fur-
ther enhances their appearance of legitimacy.

The fraudsters typically claim that fraudu-
lent transactions have been detected on the 
victim’s account and will attempt to obtain 
additional financial or Sersonal information�

In several cases, the suspects have arranged 
for a so-called ‘courier’ to visit the victim’s 
residence to pick up the victim’s bank card, 
claiming it is needed for an investigation.

The victims later discover that their card 
and account have been compromised.

Important safety reminders:
• Financial institutions do not send couriers 

to collect banN cards, 3,16, or Sersonal finan-
cial documents.

• Never provide personal or banking infor-
mation over the phone, especially if you did 
not initiate the call.

• If you suspect a call is fraudulent or are 
unsure of its legitimacy, hang up immediately.

� &ontact your banN using a Yerified Shone 
number found on the back of your card or by 
visiting your branch in person.

• Do not use any phone number provided 
by the caller.

Anyone who believes they may be a victim 
of fraud, or who has provided personal infor-
mation to a suspicious caller, is encouraged to 
contact the OPP at 1-888-310-1122 and report 
the incident to the Canadian Anti-Fraud Cen-
tre at 1-888-495-8501.

Hospital hopes to raise over $500,000 in this year’s Run for Southlake fundraiser
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Last year was a record-breaker for the 
Nature’s Emporium Run for Southlake, with 
community members lacing up to raise more 
than $460,000 for local health care.

Now that the countdown is on for this year’s 
run on April 26, organizers are hoping to raise 
more than $500,000 through the event – but 
they can’t do it without your help.

Community leaders gathered at Nature’s 
(mSorium·s ÁagshiS 1ewmarNet location 
on Monday afternoon to formally launch the 
countdown to the 2026 Run for Southlake.

Jennifer Ritter, President and CEO of the 
Southlake Health Foundation, said last year’s 
event saw more than 1,650 participants “run-
ning, walking, dancing” on Davis Drive to 
support the local hospital and she hopes these 
records will be broken in the spring.

“We know that this year is going to be a 
record-breaking year,” said Ritter. “Without 
the support of our community running, walk-
ing, and raising critical dollars to support lead-
ing-edge patient care, we wouldn’t be able to 
look after all the members of our community.

“Last year, we raised $460,000… the high-
est we have raised. The bar is set. We want 
to blow past half-a-million dollars this year. 
We’re on the path [to] turning this into a 
million-dollar investment in the health of 
our communities and I know the community 
can do that� , haYe the utmost confidence that 
we will build towards that goal and get there 
together – because I know how we all value 
the health and wellbeing of one another.”

These values were underscored by Steve 
Hollingsworth of Nature’s Emporium, the gro-
cery store that has been the title sponsor of the 
Run for nearly 15 years.

Hollingsworth said he had the chance to 

participate in the Run last year with his daugh-
ter and said the value it continues to bring the 
community is clear.

“Southlake Health is where our loved ones 
go to get the care they need,” he said. “It’s a 
very special place and it’s obviously some-
thing that we want to continue to support 

and ensure that everybody has access to the 
life-saving care they need…. As community 
members, we have the opportunity with this 
event to show up for one another in a time, 
quite frankly… when technology, which is 
intended to bring us all together, seems to con-
tinue to push us apart. There’s not that many 
events like this that give us this opportunity to 
show up for each other, so we’re very excited 
to continue to support an event that does that.

“We’re grateful to be part of something that 
brings so many people together. We know 
we’re going on 14 years now as a partnership 
and we look forward to continuing to grow 
that, to continuing to help provide leading-
edge care that’s close to home in our commu-
nities for years to come.”

For more on the 2026 Nature’s Emporium 
Run for Southlake, including how to register 
or pledge your support to a team or individual, 
visit runforsouthlake.ca.

“Without the support of our 
community running, walking, and 

raising critical dollars to support 
leading-edge patient care, we 

wouldn’t be able to look after all the 
members of our community.”

Jennifer Ritter, President and CEO of the 
Southlake Health Foundation
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com

Two vehicle collision results in impaired driving charges for Essa man
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

�233� officers haYe charged one indiYidual 
with imSaired driYing following a two�Yehi�
cle collision.

2n )riday, -anuary ��, ����, shortly after 
���� am, officers of the 1ottawasaga 233 

while out on Satrol, droYe uSon a two�Yehicle 
collision� :hile inYestigating the collision 
officers detected signs of imSairment from 
one of the driYers�

$s a result of the inYestigation, officers 
arrested the driYer for imSaired oSeration� 

7he driYer, *aYin .elly, ��, of (ssa 7own�
shiS, has been charged with�

� 2Seration while imSaired � alcohol and 
drugs

� 2Seration while imSaired � blood alcohol 
concentration ��� Slus�

7he accused Sarty was released on a )orm 
�� 8ndertaNing with a future court date at 
the 2ntario &ourt of -ustice in %radford to 
answer to the charges�

7he listed charges haYe not been SroYen in 
court�

Impaired driving charges laid after Barrie man drives through backyard in Essa
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

�233� officers charged one Serson with 
imSaired driYing following a comSlaint from 
the Sublic about a Sossible imSaired driYer�

2n -an� ��, shortly before � S�m�, officers 
resSonded to a reSort of a Sossible imSaired 
driYer who had driYen into a residential yard 

on &ounty 5oad �� in (ssa� 2fficers located 
the inYolYed Yehicle and the driYer, and an 
imSaired driYing inYestigation was subse�
Tuently conducted�

$s a result, the driYer, $ndre 3eSin, a 
���year�old resident of %arrie, was arrested 
and charged with�

� 2Seration :hile ,mSaired � $lcohol and 
'rugs

� 2Seration :hile ,mSaired � %lood $lco�
hol &oncentration ��� Slus�

7he accused was released on a )orm �� 
8ndertaNing and is scheduled to aSSear at 
the 2ntario &ourt of -ustice in %radford on 

0arch ��, ����� 7heir driYer·s licence was 
susSended for �� days, and the Yehicle was 
imSounded for seYen days�

´,f you drinN or consume drugs, don·t 
driYe,µ says 1ottawasaga 233�

1one of the listed charges haYe been 
SroYen in court�

7he 6outh 6imcoe 3olice 6erYice haYe 
identified and arrested three susSects con�
nected to an arson incident that tooN Slace 
last 1oYember� 

$ structure fire occurred on +oÁand 
6treet near .illarney %each 5oad in /efroy 
on 1oY� ��, ����� 

$n e[Slosion was heard near the 0organ 
5ussell 0emorial $rena and &ommunity 
&entre, that was traced to the sNate SarN 
where inYestigators recoYered a ���litre 
fuel can and fireworNs� 3arts of the sNate 
SarN sustained damage, while the +oÁand 
6treet fire caused significant destruction to 

the former fire hall�
7he inYestigation was led by the 6outh 

6imcoe 3olice 6erYice &rimes $gainst 
3ersons 8nit� 6urYeillance footage from 
the area caStured three male susSects car�
rying a ���litre gas can at the time of the 
incident�

7hrough inYestigation, Solice identified 
the susSects and arrested three youths, aged 
�� and ��� $ll three haYe been charged 
with %reaN and (nter, $rson, and 0ischief 
8nder ��,����

7he charges haYe not been SroYen in 
court�

South Simcoe Police charges three youths in connection to arson incident last November

7he 6outh 6imcoe 3olice 6erYice will not 
be SarticiSating in the )ederal $ssault�6tyleµ 
firearm comSensation Srogram� 

7he 6outh 6imcoe 3olice 6erYice released 
the following statement on -an� ���

´$fter careful consideration and reYiew 
of the information currently aYailable, the 
6outh 6imcoe 3olice 6erYice, with the suS�
Sort of the %radford :est *willimbury�,nn�
isfil 3olice 6erYices %oard, will oSt out of the 
)ederal $ssault 6tyle )ederal &omSensation 
3rogram �$6)&3� at this time�

7he statement continued, ´:hile the ser�
Yice will not be directly inYolYed in the 
collection Srocess, it will continue to worN 
cooSeratiYely with Solicing Sartners and 
all leYels of goYernment on matters related 
to Sublic safety and lawful firearms regula�

tion� ,n addition, the serYice will continue to 
Srioritize oSerational resources toward core 
Sublic safety and Solicing functions, includ�
ing emergency resSonse, criminal inYestiga�
tions, crime SreYention, and Yictim suSSort 
serYices� 7hese Sriorities remain central to 
ensuring community safety and effectiYe law 
enforcement within the communities of ,nn�
isfil and %radford :est *willimbury�µ

´7he federal goYernment·s national decla�
ration Seriod for the $6)&3 began on -an� ��, 
����� 7he Srogram is intended to suSSort the 
remoYal of certain firearms from circulation 
through a federally administered comSensa�
tion Srocess� 7he Srogram is being adminis�
tered at the federal leYel, and SarticiSation by 
local Solice serYices is not mandatory,µ the 
statement added� 

7he 3ublic 6afety &anada Sortal is oSen for 
indiYiduals who wish to declare their firearms 
for Sossible comSensation under the $6)&3�

)or more information regarding the fed�
eral $ssault�6tyle )irearm &omSensation 

�buy�bacN� 3rogram, members of the Sublic 
are inYited to Yisit the $ssault�6tyle )irearms 
&omSensation 3rogram webSage at canada�
ca�en�Sublic�safety�canada�camSaigns�fire�
arms�buybacN�html 

South Simcoe Police Service says it will not participate in federal �rearm compensation program
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WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an oɉce� ����� 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

406 VEHICLES WANTED

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1 1 53  Ca n a l  Rd ,
Br a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent reXuireK� Positions oɈereK are WerTanent Mull 
tiTe anK salary is �������Or Mor ���� Ors a ^eeR� 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

WANTED:
Full-Time Accountant / Bookkeeper
A medium-sized construction company 
located in Bolton is seeking a full-time 

Accountant/Bookkeeper.
Responsibilities include:
• Accounts Receivable

• Accounts Payable
• Payroll

Please call: 416-677-7850
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Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Please su� ort your local busine� es!

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale.
Featuring a large selection of new, used and antique �rearms by makers 
like Winchester, Cooper, Kimber, Savage, En�eld, Mossberg, Remington, 
Husqvarna, Marlin, Browning, Ruger and more. In addition to �rearms, 
this auction offers a large qty of Hunting Gear, Militaria & Collectibles, 
Vintage Publications, Ammo, Brass & Bullets, Edged Weapons, Gun Parts, 
Reloading Tools, etc.

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising 
Collectibles.

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Had�eld Estate Auction for Militaria and 
Firearms.

APR 10TH – The Antiques, Collectibles and Quality Household Items Sale.

APR 17TH – The Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes Sale - Art & Jewelry.
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NOAKES, Stephen “Steve” Allen
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Stephen 
“Steve” Noakes, who passed away on January 25, 2026, at the age of 69, 
surrounded by those who loved him.  Steve was the devoted and loving 
husband of Zana for 12 years. He was a cherished father to Jeremy and 
Michelle (Je�) Small, and a deeply adored stepfather to Edita, Senka, 
and Maja. He will be lovingly remembered by his eleven grandchildren, 
who brought him great joy and pride. He is survived by his sister, Sherry 
Noakes, and will be dearly missed by his extended family members and 
many friends.  Stephen proudly ran H.R. Noakes Plumbing & Heating 
for over 25 years and was a familiar, trusted face in the community. He was a lifelong sports 
enthusiast and respected hockey coach with the Schomberg Minor Hockey Association.  Stephen 
will be remembered for his kindness, strength, and the profound impact he had on the lives of his 
family and friends. He was known for his strong character, unwavering loyalty, and the genuine 
care he showed to everyone fortunate enough to know him. Donations can be made via cheque 
to Schomberg Minor Hockey Association or e-transfer to our Treasurer, Lori Van Noort at lori.
vannoort@kingminorhockey.com. A password will be required for the e-transfer. In keeping with 
Stephen’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date, with 
details to be shared by the family. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to Lampman Funeral 
Home. www.lampmanfuneralhome.com
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 • Pre�:WottinN
• -urniture 4ovinN
• +eoKoriainN
• *olour )riNOteninN

�4a_� ��� sX� Mt�
Wer rooT� � /:; >0;/ *6<P65
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CE L L :  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

F A X :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
cf reeman@ dominionlending . ca

W W W . CA RO L F RE E M A N . CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

Continued from P age 5

Our World Today: Iran – Pretending to have nukes?
F ive years later a lot of uranium has 

reached 60 per cent enrichment, the last 
step before weapons-grade enrichment, 
and still the same fools are in charge on 
both sides.

T h ree P lau sib le Conclu sions:  
1: Ayatollah Khamenei has followed the 

same stupid strategy as Saddam Hus-
sein, and is approaching the same ugly 
consequences.

2: The ‘nuclear threat’ from Iran’s 
enriched uranium may have been delib-
erately encouraged by Iran in the past to 
create leverage that evades (but does not 
violate) a fatwa that bans the manufac-

ture or use of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. (It’s okay to pretend.)

3: Lots of people will be killed for no 
good reason.

Continued from P age 4

Brock’s Banter: School shakeups and trusty trustees
The decision earned a quick and sharp 

rebuke from the Elementary Teachers’ 
F ederation of O ntario, with president 
David M astin stating the M inistry’s “ take-
over”  of the Boards undermines their 
democratically-elected membership.

“ There is growing concern that these 
takeovers are part of a broader plan to 
sei]e control oI school board finances 
and real estate across the Province,”  said 
M astin. “ This treats public education as a 
profit�maNing enterprise rather than a Yital 
public service meant to serve every child. 
Parents and communities must join us 
and act now to prevent lasting damage to 
our high-quality public education system.

“ Elected trustees are a critical link 
between communities and publicly-funded 
schools. They provide local accountabil-
ity, represent and elevate diverse per-
spectiYes� and maNe decisions that reflect 

the needs of the students and families 
they serve. R eplacing them with supervi-
sors, government insiders with little to no 
education sector experience, strips com-
munities of their democratic voice and 
hands control over to a government that 
has repeatedly shown disregard for public 
education. Government-appointed super-
visors answer only to the Premier and the 
Education M inister, not to parents, not to 
students, not to communities.”

While I agree with EF TO  that the above-
mentioned scenario is troubling, it can’t 
be said there is no room for improvement 
when it comes to how boards like the 
Y C DSB and PDSB operate.

In my more than 15 years covering 
school boards, I have to say one of the 
most disheartening experiences I’ve had 
in that context was the Y C DSB’s debate 
oYer whether or not to fly the 3rogress 

3ride flag at %oard Iacilities during 3ride 
M onth.

There were distinct splits in the dis-
course amongst both trustees and par-
ents� with a Iar more unified Yoice in IaYour 
oI flying the flag among the student body.

While parents and trustees argued 
amongst themselves, sometimes in lan-
guage that would not have been accepted 
in the classroom, the students themselves 
passionately and articulately made the 
case, going high when an alarming num-
ber of those in the crowd opted to go low.

And this was not just delegates to the 
meeting;  these were views expressed 
with equal passion and clarity by Stu-
dent Trustees appointed to be, as their 
title suggests, the voice of students at the 
Board table.

Sadly, their efforts were nixed by Trust-
ees, some of whom, by their own admis-

sion, leaned on their own personal views 
to justify their vote rather than on the 
voices of the parents and students they 
were elected to represent.

The M inistry of Education has mused 
on whether or not school boards are even 
necessary in today’s society. That is not 
a question I have – they are integral for 
parents and students to have a voice in 
their own education.

Whether or not that voice is being lis-
tened to is a question I believe should be 
equally integral in upcoming reviews, here 
in our communities or in any jurisdiction 
within O ntario.

Y ou know what might not be a bad 
start? Giving weight – and maybe even a 
voting stake – to students who have been 
selected to be the voices of their peers.

They’re not window dressing;  they’re 
there for a reason. 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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