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				Agritourism Kit provides information for expanding a farm business
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By Brian Lockhart




The County of Simcoe has created an Agritourism kit to assist local farmers who are considering expanding their operation to include opening to the public in a variety of ways.




The Kit is designed to help farmers ensure an agri-tourism operations are profitable. It offers information about things like farmer’s markets, culinary tourism destinations, and other rural tourism operations.




Information provided helps you decide whether agritourism is right for you. It also outlines the steps needed to add an agritourism component to an existing farm business and how to grow that business.




The Kit is divided into four components based on a standard business development planning approach.




Prepare: This section will help you determine if agritourism is right for you, your family, and your farm. It also will direct you to resources to consider if you are unsure whether you want to venture down this path.




Plan: If agritourism is for you, this section will walk you through key considerations for your farm before you welcome guests. This stage requires a considerable amount of time and effort and will steer you toward resources that will make this process more streamlined.




Launch: This section will provide you with resources to support your agritourism business once you open your doors to the public.




Evaluate: Once your business is fully operational, you can evaluate how your business is performing in order to plan how to strengthen it, as well as assess ways you can troubleshoot the unforeseen challenges of operating an agritourism business.




Simcoe County welcomes approximately 9 million visitors every year, generating approximately $1 billion in economic activity. Food and beverage specifically make up 39 per cent of all tourism spending across the County.




The number one activity that visitors to the region engage in is ‘any outdoor activity.’




This gives Simcoe County a strong natural advantage for the development of agritourism activity.




The Agritourism Toolkit can be found on the Simcoe County website.
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				When should you sharpen your skates?
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By Brian Lockhart




If you’re a hockey player, having properly sharpened skates can make a huge difference on the ice.




Properly sharpened skates will affect how you turn, stop, and overall control.




Skates should typically sharpened after eight to ten hours of use on an indoor rink. This time frame is shorter if you skate outdoors.




If you find yourself struggling or even falling down when doing a simple skate, it’s time to get your blades checked.




If you see a reflection on the blade’s edge under a bright light, it’s time to get your skates sharpened.




A light touch of the fingernail down the length of the blade will detect any nicks or defects and check the sharpness.




However, there is such a thing as sharpening your skates too often – this can wear out the blade earlier than what should be its typical lifespan.




If you skate in your backyard or at outdoor rinks, there is the risk of skating over dirt, which can freeze into the ice surface. Dirt and debris on outdoor rinks will dull blades faster than when skating indoors.




Outdoor ice is typically harder than indoor ice and can wear your blades down faster. This is why it’s important to wipe down your blades and inspect their condition after each session on the ice.




If your blades need sharpening, the service is available at most rink pro shops as well as sporting goods stores.




There are tools you can throw in your hockey bag to sharpen skates, but they are best used for a touch-up and not as a longer-term solution.




It is best to take your skates to a trained sharpener who uses the proper equipment.




Skaters prefer a different level of sharpness. It may take some time to get used to what you’re comfortable with.




You should always use skate guards to protect the skates and yourself.
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				Hornets beat 61 other teams in regular season for first place in division
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By Brian Lockhart




The Alliston Hornets finished the regular season schedule on Friday, Feb. 23, with a 3-2 OT win on home ice over the Schomberg Cougars.




That leaves the Hornets as the top team in the North Carruthers Division this season with 72 points. Overall, the Alliston squad finished third in the province.




That’s impressive considering there is a total of 61 teams in the Provincial Junior Hockey League.




The PJHL is the world’s largest Junior hockey league.




Friday’s final game was a low-scoring event.




Alliston’s Clayson Goymour got the opening goal at 14:30 into the first period.




It was a 2-0 game when Ben Smith scored at 1:17 into the second frame.




The Cougars were on the scoreboard midway in the frame.




Schomberg tied it up at 1:20 into the third period to make it 2-2.




Neither team could hit the back of the net for the rest of the third and the teams returned for an overtime period.




It didn’t take long. Duncan Grube scored at 2:25 into the period to give the Hornets their 36th win of the season.




The Hornet’s final regular season record is 36-6.




The entire league will now go into playoff mode as final games in other divisions wrapped up on Feb. 24.




In the North Carruthers Division, the Midland Flyers have failed to get a playoff berth and are done for the season. They managed to win only three games all year.




In the quarter-finals, Alliston will be up against the Innisfil Spartans. This series should just be a formality. The Spartans have only won seven games all season.




The second-place Stayner Siskins will meet the Caledon Golden Hawks for their quarter-final series.




In third place, the Orillia Terriers will be up against the sixth-place Huntsville Otters.




The fourth-place Schomberg Cougars will play the fifth-place Penetang Kings.
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				Health Unit decreases COVID risk level to moderate

				
											February 29, 2024																							   ·   
												0 Comments									

																									

																
By Brian Lockhart




Cases of COVID-19 in the region have decreased after a spike in activity at the end of 2023.




The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit is reporting the current community risk level is down from high to moderate. 




The Health Unit monitors COVID-19 activity and reports the risk as low, moderate, high, or very high.




The latest report dated Feb. 15, said that compared to the previous week, COVID-19 activity is decreasing.




Reported confirmed cases for the week were reported as ‘lower’ than the previous week. The wastewater signal and weekly percent positivity were also reported as ‘lower.’




Weekly outbreaks in institutional settings are reported as decreasing with the risk level as ‘moderate.’




Active hospitalizations are also decreasing with a risk level of ‘moderate.’




The Risk Level report is used to help residents determine the best way to protect themselves and others from COVID-19 infection and serious illness.




The risk of infection, severe illness and death, particularly for those who are at most risk of developing severe illness increases as community, personal, and institutional risk increases.
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				County receives provincial funds for homelessness prevention and sheltering 
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By Brian Lockhart




The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing advised the County of Simcoe that an additional $202 million is being invested through the provincial Homelessness Prevention Program and the Indigenous Supportive Housing Program.




The County of Simcoe received an increased investment of $9,731,400, bringing the annual provincial funding commitment to $21,084,300 by March 31, 2026.




The County’s 10-point Homelessness Prevention Plan includes two primary goals: to reduce chronic homelessness and to provide a data-informed strategy.




The plan aims to produce a more streamlined and flexible approach to funding and services County-wide, commit to new partnerships, and further expand the network of funded services and supports to meet the needs of individuals in all the County’s communities.




There is a continued focus on Coordinated Access to reduce homelessness in all communities.




Infrastructure Canada advised the County of Simcoe of a one-time allocation of 2023/24 Unsheltered Homelessness Response funding.




Staff outlined recommendations for allocating this one-time top-up funding.




Recommendations for allocating the $1,400,952 funding include the acquisition and site preparation for modular structures, resulting in a minimum of 20 net new supportive housing/rapid rehousing units, accommodating 20 to 40 individuals, depending on single or double occupancy.




A future report to Council will outline recommendations for 2024/25 allocations, including funding for operations of these housing units.




For temporary accommodations, there will funding to enhance warming services and the motel voucher program for the period of Nov. 1, to April 30, 2024, to offer alternative options to individuals experiencing homelessness to shelter from inclement weather.




Individuals accessing warming services and the motel voucher program will supported to connect with necessary services and resources.




There will be $60,000 used to fund sub-projects addressing emergency food assistance for those at risk of homelessness.




Projects will support access to healthy food items and supply grocery vouchers and gift cards to those who are currently housed but at risk of homelessness.
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				Cookstown meat packing plant receives government funding

				
											February 29, 2024																							   ·   
												0 Comments									

																									

																
By Brian Lockhart




White Veal Meat Packers Ltd. in Cookstown is receiving funding to help improve its operations. 




The business will receive up to $150,000 to purchase and install conveyors for boxing and trim/deboning lines, as well as a semi-automatic clipper to increase labour productivity in its operations.




The funds will come from the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership – a joint funding program between the province of Ontario and the Government of Canada to help meat processing businesses and abattoirs in the province.




“I welcome this announcement as the Meat Processors Capacity Improvement Initiative will support upgrades that increase production capacity, efficiency, and maintain Ontario’s high food safety standards,” said Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey. “This includes up to $150,000 for White Veal Meat Packers Ltd. in Cookstown. The team at White Veal Meat Packers has more than half a century of experience in our area. What began as a family-owned wholesale butcher shop, is now a thriving, stare-of-the-art operation, and I’m thrilled this infusion of funding can allow them to improve their business.”




A total of 151 meat processors are receiving cost-share funding through the Meat Processors Capacity Improvement Initiative to make upgrades to meat handling and processing equipment, technology, and practices that will improve productivity, efficiency, and food safety.




The Meat Processors Capacity Improvement Initiative also covers training and engineering costs associated with completing the projects. Applications opened on Aug. 31, 2023, and closed on Sept. 25, 2023. All projects are expected to be fully completed, with equipment delivered by March 1, 2024.




This action builds on previous investments of over $14 million in the Meat Processors Capacity Improvement Initiative funded through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership since 2020.




Sustainable CAP is a five-year (2023-2028), $3.5 billion investment by federal, provincial, and territorial governments to strengthen competitiveness, innovation, and resiliency of the agriculture, agri-food, and agri-based products sector.




This includes $1 billion in federal programs and activities and a $2.5 billion commitment that is cost-shared – 50 per cent federally and 40 per cent provincially / territorially, for programs that are designed and delivered by the provinces and territories.
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				Festival celebrates Black History Month
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By Brian Lockhart




“Black History month is about everyone,” said Janet Othman, organizer of the Black History Month festival held at the Tottenham Community Centre on Saturday, Feb. 24.




The event featured food, crafts, music, and displays from both the Caribbean and Africa.




Featured speakers included Jean Augustine, the first female Black Canadian MP, who delivered a message via video.




Janet is the main event organizer, but she received a lot of help from volunteers who assisted in making sure the festival was a success.




“Today is the Town of New Tecumseth Black History Festival,” Janet explained. “I want all the citizens to get together as one. We have a lot of locals here, Afro-Canadians, and I want to bring them out, so local vendors can show what they offer in their businesses. It’s all about inclusion. Since I came here, [moved to Tottenham] I’ve been experiencing love. It’s a friendly town, it’s warm, and everyone is so helpful. Having an event like this, I think I can offer a lot more to this town.”




The atmosphere at the event was friendly and welcoming, as many local residents arrived to be a part of it all.




Janet said the festival was about showing Black culture and letting people know what it’s all about.




“We want everyone to get to know our culture and we can learn a lot from each other. We want to showcase our cuisine, and let people know the culture, and have everyone get to know each other, and how we can help the community. When I spoke to many Blacks in the area, they told me they don’t meet or know anyone. They don’t even know their local councillor, so I want to bridge this gap. When I talk to them and I see what’s going on, I see this as a chance for everyone to embrace each other.”




Several local dignitaries and Simcoe-Grey MP Brian Saunderson attended the event to take part in the celebration.
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By Brian Lockhart




New Tecumseth Town Council has received the latest report on the progress of the new town administration centre.




As of Feb. 26, the report notes that the project is nearing completion, with building occupancy imminent.




The project is close to installing the final furnishings.




Since the previous update last December, the contractor has completed most of the interior construction, including drywall, painting, and trim. There have been repairs to some damaged interior glass. The installation of the final interior doors and hardware has also been completed.




The Council Chamber has been completed as well, including installation of AV and other electronic equipment.




All existing landscaping and hardscaping is complete, and many of the interior signs are now installed.




Mechanical commissioning was completed on Jan. 25, 2024, verifying all mechanical equipment – heating/cooling units, refrigerant, boilers, pumps, fan coils, storage tanks and building automation systems – were installed as specified and operating as per manufacturers’ specifications.




On Feb. 1, integrated testing of all fire and life safety systems was completed successfully. The required TSAA inspection related to the elevator has also been completed, however final certification is still required.




The architect and building department have completed their occupancy site walk/review, with several minor items outstanding. It is anticipated that occupancy will be issued later this month. The timing of occupancy depends on the submission of all outstanding documentation by the contractor.




It is noted that the project team has identified many items both within the building and elsewhere on site that will need to be reviewed in the spring.




The project has a total of 92 construction change orders approved, which equates to a total value of roughly $1.52 million. Overall, the project remains within budget, as recently amended by Council.




The furniture purchase will be funded by the HEC Reserve, in accordance with Council Motion 2023-440.




As reported previously, there continues to be disputed costs surrounding some change orders and a formal delay claim. Legal and consulting expenses related to an adjudication process have been added to the project at a cost of approximately $317,000, with a couple of invoices still to be received.




As these were unbudgeted costs, it is recommended that these expenses be funded by the HEC Reserve.




Updates on this outstanding dispute will be provided to Council under a future closed session report, which will include any resulting financial impact.
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				Fame through failure
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By Brian Lockhart




It was May 26, 1975, when legendary daredevil Evel Knievel revved the engine on his motorcycle to get ready for his attempt to jump 13 buses at Wembley Stadium in London.




I was huddled around the television with my brother and dad to watch the attempt which was being broadcast live.




I remember my dad saying something like “he’ll never make it.”




Sure enough, Evel landed short, bounced off the motorcycle, skidded across the stadium, and was seriously injured – again.




After watching this, I remember thinking, this guy is the worst daredevil in history.




A daredevil is someone who takes big, but planned risks and comes out in one piece, to impress the crowd and live to do it again another day.




Evel was known more for his crashes than his successes. If you ever want to see bones breaking in slow-motion, look up Evel’s attempt to jump the fountains at Caesar’s Place in Las Vegas. It was another failed jump.




Evel became famous for failure, and yet he turned that around somehow, to his advantage, and presented himself as the greatest daredevil on the planet.




He once boasted that he had broken over 200 bones.




Do you think if you’re doing a job where you keep getting seriously injured, that maybe you’re just not good at it?




It’s surprising how many people have achieved fame through failure.




Eddie ‘The Eagle’ Edwards, was a ski jumper who competed in the 1988 Olympics in Calgary. He represented the UK.




The UK is not known for its Winter Olympic performances.




He managed to qualify for the Olympics as the only British entrant for the sport after competing at the 1987 World Championships.




However, he was terrible. It became a bit of a joke during the Olympics every time he was going to jump because he barely made it off of the jump and always landed short. I think people were expecting him to flap his arms to achieve some extra distance.




He finished dead last – but he became famous because of his failure.




The International Olympic Committee made changes in qualifying after the Calgary Olympics so this wouldn’t happen again.




Even so, you’ve got to admire the man’s determination.




Tonya Harding was an American Olympic figure skater. Unless you really followed figure skating, it was unlikely you had heard of her prior to an event that became international news.




In 1994, Harding was involved in a scandal after her husband conspired with a friend – a local halfwit – to injure Harding’s main competitor in the skating world by breaking her knee.




This clown couldn’t even get that right and ended up just giving her a bruise.




Harding was never known for being what they call a ‘darling’ of the sport. She had a rough upbringing, wore garish makeup, wasn’t particularly cute, and because of her homemade skating outfits, the judges often looked down on her and gave her low marks for presentation.




She was an excellent athlete but was shunned by the skating world for not being Dorothy Hamill cute, and not having affluent parents.




She achieved international fame because of the attack on her competitor. In the end, she lost the right to compete and her career was over.




She didn’t win a medal in the Olympics, and that was a forgone conclusion after what had happened. It probably cost her millions of dollars in endorsements – but it made her famous.




A guy named Robert Overacker, achieved fame, for a least a few days, although he didn’t live to read about himself in the newspapers.




In October of 1995, Robert decided to jet ski over Niagara Falls with a rocket-propelled parachute. He claimed his motivation was to raise awareness for the homeless.




The chute didn’t open, and Robert’s fame came from a single photograph of him leaping from his jet ski at the brink of the falls.




You would think his friends would have told him, his plan was just not a good idea.




Another man, named Jessie Sharp decided he could kayak over Niagara Falls due to his skill as an experienced kayaker back in 1990. He was so confident, he made a dinner reservation at a downstream restaurant for later in the day.




Jessie didn’t wear a life jacket and chose not to wear a helmet because he didn’t want his face obscured from cameras recording the event, so he would be famous.




The photo of him plunging over the cataract did indeed make him famous – for a couple of days, and posthumously.




I’m pretty sure when he crested the brink of the falls and saw the house-size boulders below, his final thoughts were that his attempt was probably a mistake. His body was never recovered.




Some people just want to be famous, no matter what the cost.




If I ever became famous, I would hope it’s for doing something right.
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				Nottawasaga OPP investigate shooting in Alliston
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By Brian Lockhart




The Nottawasaga OPP is currently investigating a shooting incident that occurred in Alliston on Thursday, Feb. 22.




Officers responded to a report of a shooting in front of a residence on Kidd Crescent, around 5:00 p.m., and located a victim.




The victim sustained non-life-threatening injuries and was transported to hospital shortly after the arrival of police and paramedics.




The victim has been listed in stable condition.




Three male suspects were described as wearing dark clothing and masks. They were seen leaving the area in a white Toyota Camry.




Investigators believe this is an isolated incident and there is no immediate threat to public safety.




The investigation is ongoing by the Nottawasaga OPP Major Crime Unit, with assistance from the OPP Forensic Identification Services.




Anyone with information, surveillance, dashcam footage, or reports of suspicious activity during the time of this incident is asked to contact Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122.




You can also provide information anonymously by contacting Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).
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