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County supports 112 age-friendly housing projects through grants
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe is reporting that it 
has supported the successful completion of 
112 housing projects through the 2025 Age-
Friendly Seniors Housing Grant Program.

This highlights the strong commitment 
of communities and the growing demand 
for accessible, age-friendly housing options 
across the region.

The Age-Friendly Seniors Housing Grant 
3rogram is a Ney initiative identifi ed in the 
Simcoe County 2025-2030 Positive Aging 
Strategy.

Since Simcoe County Council approved 
an annual allocation of $500,000 in 2018, the 
program has helped advance 559 accessible, 
adaptable, and inclusive housing projects that 
enable older adults to age safely and indepen-
dently in their own homes.

“Supporting older adults to live indepen-
dently, safely, and comfortably is a priority 

for our Council,” said Simcoe County War-
den Basil Clarke. “The Age-Friendly Seniors 
Housing Grant Program continues to make a 
meaningful difference across our communities 
by helping residents adapt their homes and 
improve accessibility. We are proud to invest 
in initiatives that enhance quality of life and 
allow seniors to stay in their homes and com-
munity longer.”

Eligible applicants to the Age-Friendly 
Housing Program grants include individuals 
and organizations that have completed quali-
fying housing projects within the County of 
Simcoe, excluding the cities of Barrie and 
Orillia.

The County will launch the 2026 Age-
Friendly Housing Grant on March 1, 2026, 
with applications accepted until May 31, 2026.

To learn more about the County of Simcoe’s 
ongoing investment in innovative strategies 
that support positive aging and help build 
sustainable, age-friendly communities, visit 
online at simcoe.ca/agefriendly.  

Simcoe County accepting applications for 2026 Experience Simcoe County Partnership Fund
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe is now accepting 
applications for its 2026 Experience Simcoe 
County Partnership Fund.

This year, the County Council has allo-
cated $400,000 to fund tourism- and culture-
driven initiatives aimed at attracting visitors 
to the region.

“Tourism and culture are vital to Sim-
coe County’s identity and economy,” said 
County Warden Basil Clarke. “Through 
the Experience Simcoe County Partnership 

Fund, we’re proud to support creative, col-
laborative initiatives that showcase the best 
of our region, attract visitors, and strengthen 
our communities. This program is about 
investing in experiences that make Simcoe 
County a destination of choice for all.”

Up to $10,000 in funding is available for 
marNeting, public art and beautifi cation, trails 
and cycling infrastructure, and workforce 
development initiatives, while up to $20,000 
can be requested for signage projects.

Eligible organizations may submit a maxi-
mum of one application for funding by the 
Friday, Feb. 13, deadline.

The 2026 funding will support and enhance 
tourism across Simcoe County by:

• Investing in initiatives that increase 
awareness and appreciation of, and access to, 
Simcoe County’s diverse tourism, cultural, 
and recreation offerings

• Foster partnerships and collaboration 
among tourism stakeholders, municipalities, 
and organizations to strengthen the regional 
tourism ecosystem

• Support innovative, inclusive, and acces-
sible programming that improves the quality 
and appeal of visitor experiences

• Contribute to the County’s overall eco-
nomic health by stimulating tourism-related 
spending and promoting Simcoe County as a 
desirable destination.

• Align funded projects with the Experi-
ence Simcoe County work plan and strategic 
priorities, including destination marketing, 
product development, and workforce devel-

opment.
• Enhance tourism experiences that pro-

mote accessibility, inclusivity, and engage-
ment for older adults by fostering social con-
nection, active living, and lifelong learning 
within the community

All applications are reviewed by the 
County of Simcoe’s Grant Task Force, which 
consists of appointed members of County 
Council and is supported by County staff.

Funding will be distributed among suc-
cessful applicants based on their alignment 
with the program’s requirements and objec-
tives, and the project·s overall benefi t to the 
entire region.

Program details and application guide-
lines can be found experience.simcoe.ca/
resources/grant.

Prospective applicants can contact Tour-
ism Simcoe County staff by email at   tour-
ism@simcoe.ca with any questions.
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Town receives $12.5 million for water infrastructure funding
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth will receive 
up to $12,527,165 from the province to reha-
bilitate the water infrastructure in Alliston.

MPP for Simcoe-Grey, Brian Saunderson, 
made the announcement during a press con-
ference at the New Tecumseth Administra-
tion Centre on Friday, Jan. 16.

The funding comes from the province’s 
Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program’s 
Health and Safety Water Stream.

“This provincial investment will help 
ensure Alliston’s wastewater system can 
increase operational capacity and improve 
treatment effectiveness, support both current 
need and future growth,” MPP Saunderson 
said. “By strengthening core infrastructure 
today, we are helping New Tecumseth plan 
with confidence for the years ahead� ,t is a 
wonderful opportunity for the province to 
partner with municipalities so we can make 
sure our communities are growing in a 
responsible and sustainable way.”

The funding will be used in the Town of 
1ew 7ecumseth for &larifier 5ehabilitation 
at the Alliston Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Included in Ontario’s $220 billion capi-
tal plan to build transit, highways, hospi-
tals, schools, and water infrastructure that 
enables new housing, this funding is part of 
$4 billion in the Municipal Housing Infra-
structure Program.

“As we continue to navigate economic 
uncertainty and unwarranted U.S tariffs, 
our government is protecting Ontario by 
investing in critical infrastructure that drives 
growth, creates jobs and strengthens com-

munities,” said Todd McCarthy, Acting Min-
ister of Infrastructure. “Through our historic 
$4 billion Municipal Housing Infrastructure 
Program, we are giving municipalities and 
First Nations the tools they need get shov-
els in the ground and build stronger com-
munities. Our investments will deliver more 
homes, modernized aging water systems and 
lay the foundation for long-term prosperity 
across Ontario.”

1ew 7ecumseth 0ayor 5ichard 1orcross 
said the funding will help the town achieve 
its goals with upcoming growth.

“This grant we are getting today, is going 
to allow us to make sure our wastewater is 
cleaner, and helps us protect our environ-
ment,” Mayor Norcross said. “Together, we 
are building a stronger more resilient com-
munity. The Town of New Tecumseth is 
being prepared for growth.”

ANNOU NCEM ENT – Simcoe- G rey MPP Brian Saunderson addresses the Town of N ew Te-
cumseth at the Town Administration C entre on F riday, Jan. 1 6 , to announce funding of $ 1 2 .5  
million from the province’s Municipal H ousing I nfrastructure Program. The funds will be used to 
rehabilitate water infrastructure.                       BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

F U TU RE GROW TH – Simcoe- G rey MPP Brian Saunderson is j oined by N ew Tecumseth 
Mayor R ichard N orcross and Town C ouncillors at the Town Administration C entre on F riday, 
Jan. 1 6 , for a funding announcement. The Town will receive a $ 1 2 .5  million grant to rehabili-
tate water infrastructure.

“By strengthening core 
infrastructure today, we are 

helping New Tecumseth plan with 
con�dence for the years ahead.”

Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey
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Adults:  $ 1 0 .0 0
Seniors ( over 6 5 ) :  $ 6 .0 0
Y outh:  $ 6 .0 0
C hildren:  $ 5 .0 0
&hildren under fi ve� )ree

H ow many times have you seen 
admission prices to an event or festival 
that list their prices based on age?  The 
above is a fairly typical admission pricing 
for many events.

I  guess the idea is, if you are family, 
you get a break on the younger kids to 
make it affordable for two adults and two 
children.

I f you’re a ‘ youth,’ you get a break of a 
couple of dollars because youth typically 
don’t have a lot of money.

&hildren under fi ve are usually free. I 
guess that’s because kids under that age 
have no idea where they are or why they 
are even there, and will forget they were 
even there by the time they get home.

Seniors get a break on a couple of 
dollars because it is generally assumed 
they are no longer working and are on a 
fi [ed income.

The defi nition of ‘senior¶ has changed 
over the years. At one time, you were 
considered a ‘ senior’ if you were 6 5  
years of age or older.

O ver the years, the age at which 

someone is considered a ‘ senior’ has 
dropped by quite a bit.

Some places have started offering dis-
counts to seniors aged 5 5  and over.

Most people are still working at age 
5 5 . That may seem older to someone 
who is 1 8 , but if you’re 5 5  years old and 
already consider yourself a senior citi-
z en, maybe you need to become more 
active or something.

The thing is, life is short. O ne day, 
you’re driving around with your friends 
to local hot spots, hoping to meet some 
girls, and the ne[t day, you¶re bouncing 
your grandson on your knee, and you 
wonder where the years went.

I used to work in an offi ce environment 
that had a lot of young women employed. 
Most of them were in their early to mid 
2 0 s. Pretty much all of them still lived at 
home. Several were attending university 
or teachers’ college at the time.

They were the ‘ hip’ bunch –  all good-
looking. They were all friendly, but at the 
same time, they considered their super-
visor, who was in her early 5 0 s at the 
time, to be an old lady.

N ow, occasionally, I ’ll run into one of 
them. They are all now in their mid 4 0 ’s 
with grown children of their own. They 
have become the ‘ older’ crowd to their 
children and children’s friends.

H ow times change.
Seniors tend to get a break on many 

things ± e[cept ta[es.
The county where I  live has j ust 

announced age- friendly grants to help 
make homes for seniors more acces-
sible and adaptable, so people can grow 
older in their own homes.

That¶s great, e[cept they still have 
to pay the full amount of property ta[, 
which leaves many people strapped for 
cash. I n some cases, an age- friendly 
grant is useless because the home a 
person wants to grow old in is no longer 
affordable, having been ta[ed out of it.

3roperty ta[es are the one ta[ you pay 
based on a perceived value.

I f you make $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  in a yearly salary, 
you are ta[ed on a percentage of that 
income.

I f you make a purchase in a store, 
you are ta[ed at �� per cent H6T on the 
amount you paid.

H owever, when it comes to property 
ta[es, you pay on what someone thinks 
your home is worth.

I f you have lived in a home for 2 0  
years, you haven’t made a single cent 
from it. I f you die while living there, you 
will never make a dollar from it.

<et, you are given a ta[ bill based on 
the E X PE C TE D amount of money you 

will make if you sell it.
W hat if there is a 

slump in the market, 
and you have to sell 
that home for $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  
less than it was j udged to be worth?  I ’ve 
never heard of any municipality sending 
a homeowner a letter saying, “ sorry, we 
overcharged you for the last 2 0  years, 
here’s your refund.”

I understand why property ta[es are 
necessary –  I  don’t understand why a 
person with a bigger house needs to 
pay more. W hy should you be penaliz ed 
for having a large family and needing a 
larger house?

Maybe that person worked harder 
and saved a bigger down payment than 
someone else who paid far less for a 
home, but still has the e[tra money in a 
bank account?

3roperty ta[es are used to pave roads 
and maintain water treatment plants. 
W hy should one homeowner pay more 
for what we all use?

The county has the right idea in trying 
to help seniors age at home, but wouldn’t 
they be even better off if the senior dis-
count applied to property ta[es so they 
can actually live there?

After all, these are people who have 
paid a lifetime of ta[es already.

Senior discount BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

The fi rst chapter of a 1ew <ear is 
often one of introspection.

It¶s sometimes a time to refl ect on 
the previous year as it settles into the 
history books, and sometimes these 
refl ections help a person set some 
late- breaking resolutions.

I f you happen to have a milestone 
birthday j ust ahead or j ust behind, 
this introspection can often get a 
bit deeper, refl ecting on the last fi ve 
years, the last decade, or more.

My own milestone birthday, which 
took place about four months ago 
and is barely visible in that rear- view, 
wasn’t necessarily a time for looking 
back, although there was some time 
spent refl ecting on what I intended to 
accomplish by the time the fi nal digit 
age odometer fl ipped around to this 
particular z ero, and what should be 
prioritiz ed by the time the z ero comes 
back around again. Still, I  found myself 
with my eyes on the horiz on.

But social media can sometimes 
make this a taller order.

N o matter your platforms of choice, 
chances are you’ve seen scores of 
individuals doing the shallowest of 
deep dives into themselves.

The 2 0 1 6  “ C hallenge”  –  which is 
hardly herculean in the task at hand 
–  most often sees the individual post 
a photo of themselves today side-
by- side with a photo taken a decade 
previously. N ow, to be fair, many of 
the posted images in question mean 
different things to different people. 
)or some, they represent a decade 
of change and growth. )or others, the 
pictures- of- the- past represent a spe-
cifi c milestone, celebratory or diffi cult, 
that were part and parcel of 2 0 1 6 .

)or others still, maybe even the slight 
maj ority, the compare- and- contrast 
can even be something of a fi shing 
e[pedition ± that is, fi shing for compli-
ments about how well they’ve aged, or 
otherwise turned back the so- called 
hands of time in the ensuing decade.

N ow, as someone whose hairstyle 
has changed very little since my 

father fi rst took me to his elderly bar-
ber, a man who began taming his own 
tresses more than 2 5  years before, 
in the 1 9 9 0 s –  aside from the mass 
arrival of grey over the last fi ve years, 
I  didn’t have much visual material to 
compare.

So, of course, I  turned to the written 
word.

0y fi rst step was looking into some 
of the back issues of this newspaper.

This space here is one of the only 
places I e[press my views and I was 
curious to look back on some of the 
topics that were on my mind 1 0  years 
ago this month.

A cursory fl ip through some of the 
pages leading up to this one, I  was 
struck by how many issues that were 
front- of- mind 1 0  years ago are still 
bandied about –  creative ways to 
preserve greenspace, how to secure 
greater autonomy for municipalities 
over upper levels of government, com-
munity heroes being recogniz ed for 
achievements large and small, and 

particularly tell-
ing, a trifecta:  sup-
porting local busi-
ness in the face of 
impending chal-
lenges south of the 
border, community groups and organi-
z ations teaming up to eradicate hate 
crimes and bias within our communi-
ties, and students fi nding avenues to 
speak out on the issues that matter to 
them, whether it was through visual 
art, the written word, or through chal-
lenging worldviews in spirited interna-
tional debate arenas.

“ The sights and sounds of Times 
Square this time around were very 
recogniz able, but there were very 
noticeable differences,”  I  wrote in early 
2 0 1 6  about spending N ew Y ear’s E ve 
in N ew Y ork C ity and, in a remarkable 
e[ample of foresight and getting ahead 
of trends, comparing it to my fi rst 1<( 
in N Y C  a full decade before. 

The more things change… BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

C ontinued on Page 1 5
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. Racket sport pros

4. Make tea

8. City South of 

Moscow

10. Spanish bullfighting 

term

 11. Egg-shaped

12. Could not 

remember

13. French modernist 

painter

15. Persons

16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction

17. Professions

18. Is up to the task

 21. Wood or metal bolt

 22. Tax collector

 23. A way to save for 

the future

24. Georgia rockers

25. Midway between 

north and northeast

26. High schoolers’ test

27. Does not accept 

responsibility

34. One who prepares

35. Gout-indicative 

deposits

36. Place to play games

37. Book of Genesis 

character

38. Cleans oneself

39. Unloaded for 

money

40. Genus of flowering 

plants

 41. Take a puff

42. Congressmen

43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 

mythology

CLUES DOWN

1. Type of bomb

2. South Pacific islands

3. Celestial body

4. Negotiates

5. Consider in a 

specified way

6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry

7. Buddhist 

monasteries

9. Inhabitant of Bering 

Sea island

10. Body part

12. Milestone birthday

 14. Thyroid-stimulating 

hormone

15. More (Spanish)

17. Chicago ballplayer

19. Leaves a place

20. Cannot be found

23. One’s internal body 

parts

 24. Tell on

 25. North American 

peoples of southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

 27. Extract used for 

jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 

the dawn

 29. Old English letter

 30. A way to exaggerate

 31. Get up and leave

 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character

 33. More generous

 34. Hanging cloth used 

as a blind

 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

Puzzle No. 261410 • Solution in &lassifieds

Any day now, the U nited States will “ come to the 
rescue”  of the protesters in the streets of I ran’s cit-
ies and American bombers will unleash “ hell”  on the 
minions of the theocratic regime –  or not, as the case 
may be.

I t’s been more than three weeks since the demos 
started ( Dec. 2 9 )  and Trump’s threats are getting old. 
H is latest ex hortation to the protesters, whose will to 
continue seems to be fraying a bit, told them once 
again that “ H elp is on the way! ”  But there is no useful 
way that he can keep his promise. Bombs alone won’t 
work. 

Trump’s bombers cannot eliminate the elite R evo-
lutionary G uard troops and Basij  militiamen who are 
killing the protesters without fl attening the cities they 
all live in together. H is high- tech missiles can pick off 
the regime’s political leadership in their homes, but 
others will simply replace them.

W e saw how smoothly President E brahim R aisolsa-

dati was replaced by Masoud Pez eshkian when the 
former was killed in a helicopter crash in 2 0 2 4 . There 
are three designated successors to the 8 6 - year- old 
Supreme L eader, Ayatollah Ali K hamenei. This is not 
a regime that will crumble because of a few deaths.

A full- scale invasion might do the trick, but Donald 
Trump couldn’t put ‘ boots on the ground’ even if he 
wanted to. G iven his understandable reluctance to 
incur serious American military casualties, bombs 
are the only form of violence he can use against the 
regime of the ayatollahs. So where are they?

As usual with Trump, it was ‘speak fi rst and think 
later’, but his long delay before acting suggests that 
he has fi nally grasped the nature of the diffi culty. He 
will no doubt bomb a bit in the end, but it won’t help.

N on- violent protests of the sort that brought down 
the Shah 4 6  years ago are no longer reliable. E very 
tyrannical regime has studied the techniques and 
learned to counter them. The new wisdom is that if 

you control the streets ( kill as many 
protesters as necessary) , take over 
the mass media, and shut down the 
internet, you can probably smother 
the protests eventually.

The revolution of 1 9 7 9  that 
brought the current regime to power 
was a classic early ex ample of non-
violent revolution, rendered even 
more effective by the reverence for 
martyrdom that is very strong in the 
Shia branch of I slam.

Day after day the protesters came 
out on the streets, willing martyrs for 
the cause, and eventually the army 
refused to shoot them any more 
so the revolution won. I ran’s cur-
rent constitution talks about “ 6 0 ,0 0 0  
martyrs” , but subsequent research 
suggests that the real death toll was 
between 2 ,0 0 0  and 3 ,0 0 0 . I t was still 
enough to overthrow the king.

The killing got off to a much slower 
start in the protests that were trig-
gered by a collapse of I ran’s cur-
rency last month, but they have 
accelerated dramatically in the past 

few days. The latest fi gures for 
the dead range between 2 ,0 0 0  
and 2 ,4 0 0 , so why are we not 
seeing the same demoraliz ation 
in the ranks of the oppressors as in 1 9 7 9  –  and what 
does this portend?

In general, it confi rms the conclusion that non-vio-
lent revolution is no longer the sure-fi re proposition 
that many people imagined it was 4 0  years ago. ( N ew 
tactics always elicit new counter- tactics.)

F or I ran in particular, it means that this attempt to 
overthrow the country’s theocratic regime, despite 
the courage and determination of the people in the 
streets, could go either way. I ndeed, some protesters 
are so frustrated that they are resorting to violence 
themselves:  about 1 0  per cent of the reported fatali-
ties are offi cials and soldiers of the regime.

I t’s doubtful that Trump has bothered to learn much 
about either I ran or the history of revolutions, but his 
political instincts are good. A quick hit- and- run on 
Venezuela can be effective and perhaps even profi t-
able;  attacking a very large country in the Middle E ast 
in support of a revolution that may fail is not a great 
plan.

O ne might add that even a successful interven-
tion that brings the tyrants down may turn out to be 
counter- productive. I t is possible to imagine succes-
sor regimes that are even worse than the current one. 
I t’s more than four decades since I ranians had a real 
choice, and nobody knows what will come out of the 
box if it is opened now.

W hat we do know is that 
regime change imposed 
by the W est on countries 
in the Middle E ast –  e.g. 
Afghanistan, I raq, L ibya 
–  has an almost perfect 
record of catastrophic 
failure. Trump has prom-
ised too much already 
to do absolutely nothing 
about the massacre of 
protesters in I ran, but he 
should do the absolute 
minimum he thinks he 
can get away with.

Iran: Don’t Intervene GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

• Specializing in Farms 
• All Styles of Fencing  
• Installed & Repaired

705-435-2770
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

McGUIRE
FENCING
LIMITED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN PROOFED

WITHIN AN HOUR OF
RECEIPT,

THANK YOU
Proofed and
approved by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Date: Aug 30/04     

Date of insertion 

Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29/04

Sales Rep.: Annette

BRTT � KTS � IS �
CC � OC �     SFP � GVS �

Set by: JRC

McGuire Fencing

1x30

705-435-2770
www.mcguirefencing.com
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

• All Styles of Fencing
• Installed & Repaired
• We Also Paint Fences



6 THE NEW TECUMETH TIMES | THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026

LINKS:

24_MIL_ONTARIO_GOVERNMENT_02_
FOREPERSON_00698_XTEND_55_N.TIF (CMYK; 
518 PPI), 24_MIL_ONTARIO_GOVERNMENT_02_
FOREPERSON_00698_N.PSD (CMYK; 714 PPI), 
ON_REV_LOGO_CMYK.EPS, PO_REV_LOGO_EN_
COLOUR_CMYK.AI

Art Director:
Copywriter:

Print Mgr:
Client Serv:

Studio Artist:

S BAHSALI, T COPOC  
NONE
MARIA GOSS
ARIANE RIOS, MANUELA KOUAMI
JASON ROONEY

Inks:  CYAN,  MAGENTA,  YELLOW,  BLACK 

File Location: /VOLUMES/CURRENT/CLIENTS_A-J/CABINET_OFFICE_2025/MOL_25_1004_PROTECT_ON_WORKERS/MOL_251004_10.25X7_PROTECT_WORKERS_
CREW_EN.INDD

Fonts: TT SLUG OTF, RALEWAY, HELVETICA NEUE

GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO
PROTECT ONTARIO - WORKERS
MOL 25 1004

Client:
Project:
Docket:

111 Queen Street East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON, Canada  M5C 1S2  
416-962-5589  |  prepress@optnerve.com

DEC 5, 2025
12-12-2025 4:25 PM
SHAHID QURESHI

Shipping Date:
Modified:

Work Station:

B2014-006526-00

1” = 1”

100%
100%
300
NONE
10.25” X 7”
10.25” X 7”
NONE
4C

Scale:
Built at %:

Output at %:
Minimum DPI:

Safety:
V.O.:
Trim:

Bleed:
Colour:

MOL_251004_10.25X7_PROTECT_WORKERS_CREW_EN

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Client 
Revs 3

AD NUMBER / COMPONENT:

Vendor:

Ship to:

4Studio
Revs

WARNING: This proof is delivered on the condition that it be carefully inspected before going any 
further in the production cycle. The Pub Production’s responsibility is limited to making corrections 
and/or replacing defective files. This file may not be reduced, enlarged or changed in any manner 
without obtaining written approval from The Publicis Group of Companies.

Creative Dept.                Account Mgmt.                      Client

APPROVALS:

AODA Compliant

Build your career 
and your future

Join the skilled trades

 Joining the skilled trades allows you to pursue 
a rewarding career while helping build the 
communities where we live, work and grow.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades

T:10.25"

T:7"

COMMUNITY VOICE
Monthly Message: A New Year built on community generosity

The past year truly showed the strength, 
compassion, and generosity of our commu-
nity. Between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31 alone, the 
Alliston Food Bank served 2,326 individu-
als and families and raised 22,858 pounds of 
food. 

This represents an increase of 2,838 
pounds over the same period last year. By 
the end of 2025, a total of 62,639 pounds of 
food had been raised, which is 16,208 pounds 
more than in 2024. Behind every number is 
a neighbour supported, a meal shared, and 
a community that continues to care for one 
another.

As we move into a new year, we are in-
credibly grateful for the generosity shown 
throughout 2025, especially during the holi-
day season. Christmas is always one of our 
busiest times of year, and once again our 
community stepped up in meaningful and 
generous ways to support neighbours facing 
food insecurity. The compassion shown dur-
ing these months was felt across every part 
of our organization and by every family who 
walked through our doors.

Throughout November and December, 
food drives, fundraising efforts, community 
events, and volunteer initiatives took place 
across Alliston and surrounding areas. From 
large workplace collections to smaller neigh-

bourhood efforts, every 
contribution mattered. 

Businesses such as All 
In 1 Supplements, Ideal 
Supply, Alliston Volkswa-
gen, M&M Food Market, 
Briway Carriers, HOWA, 
Honda Canada, Simcoe 
Parts, Davenport, and Lake 
Simcoe Paramedic Services 
rallied their staff and customers to help stock 
our shelves. Many more businesses also con-
tributed throughout the year, far too many 
to name individually, and we are sincerely 
thankful to each and every one of them for 
their generosity and ongoing support.

We would also like to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to FreshCo, Zehrs, Foodland, Gi-
ant Tiger, and No Frills for their continued 
support throughout the year. Their partner-
ship plays a vital role in ensuring our shelves 
remain stocked and that families and indi-
viduals have access to nutritious food when 
they need it most.

Community events and seasonal initiatives 
also played an important role during the holi-
days. We are grateful to everyone involved in 
efforts such as the Home Hardware Holiday 
Market, along with many other local initia-
tives that brought people together in support 

of the Alliston Food Bank. 
Each event, whether large 
or small, strengthened our 
ability to serve the com-
munity during a time of in-
creased need and growing 
demand.

We are also thankful for 
the continued support of 
community partners, in-

cluding the OPP and Landmark Bus Lines, 
the Sugar Tones, and Kiwanis. Local sports 
teams such as hockey clubs, baseball clubs, 
badminton clubs, and the Ghost Riders gave 
back through games, tournaments, and col-
lections. These efforts not only supported 
families in need but also helped build strong 
community connections and a shared sense 
of purpose.

Volunteers were truly at the heart of every-
thing that happened during this busy season. 
Group volunteers from Honda and coopera-
tors, along with our dedicated regular vol-
unteers, gave countless hours sorting dona-
tions, stocking shelves, preparing hampers, 
assisting clients, and keeping daily opera-
tions running smoothly. We cannot thank our 
volunteers enough for their time, Áe[ibility, 
and commitment� (very shift filled and ev-
ery task completed helped ensure neighbours 

were supported with care, respect, and dig-
nity.

We would also like to extend a special 
thank you to bakeries near and far for their 
generous donations of freshly baked goods 
throughout the holiday season. These dona-
tions were deeply appreciated and brought 
comfort, warmth, and a sense of normalcy to 
many households during a challenging time 
of year.

Schools and churches continued to sup-
port our work through food drives and col-
lections, helping ensure families had access 
to nutritious food during the holidays while 
reinforcing the importance of caring for one 
another within our community.

Another valued initiative during the holi-
day season was the Tim Hortons Holiday 
Smile Cookie campaign. We are grateful to 
our local Tim Hortons restaurants, their staff, 
and everyone who supported this campaign 
by purchasing cookies in support of the Al-
liston Food Bank.

As we begin 2026, we do so with full 
shelves and sincere gratitude. The generos-
ity shown throughout 2025 is a powerful re-
minder that our community truly looks out 
for one another.

From all of us at the Alliston Food Bank, 
thank you for your continued support.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times? 

Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com. 
Be sure to include your name and town.
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Dear Editor,

I’d like to address a growing issue in Tot-
tenham that has become impossible to ignore 
— mostly because we’re all trying very hard 
not to step in it. Yes, I’m talking about the 
dog poop decorating our sidewalks, lawns, 
and the areas around local businesses like 
some kind of unwanted modern art installa-
tion.

Let’s be honest: if you’re walking your 
dog and not picking up after it, you’re sim-

ply being a jerk to the rest of the community. 
There’s no polite way to phrase it. It’s lazy, 
it’s rude, and it shows an utter disregard for 
your neighbours. Imagine walking out your 
front door in the morning, coffee in hand, 
only to fi nd a steaming surprise on your lawn 
— right where your kids or grandkids play. 
Not exactly the kind of “fresh air” Totten-
ham is known for.

And before anyone claims it’s “inconve-
nient,” let’s review the facts. There are gar-
bage bins all over town. New Tecumseth 

even provides dog waste pickup in the green 
bins. Bags are cheap, tiny, and weigh less 
than a feather. This is not a Herculean task. 
If you can hold a leash, you can hold a bag.

Leaving dog waste behind doesn’t just 
look disgusting — it makes our town look 
neglected. It’s embarrassing for residents, 
unpleasant for visitors, and unfair to the 
businesses trying to keep their storefronts 
clean. We all share these sidewalks and 
green spaces. They don’t magically belong 
to “someone else” just because your dog 

chose them as a bathroom.
So please, for the love of community, de-

cency, and the soles of our shoes: pick up 
after your dog. It takes 10 seconds and pre-
vents 10 times the frustration. Tottenham is 
a great place to live — let’s keep it that way.

Don’t be a jerk. Scoop the poop.
And yes, I am a dog owner who picks it 

up.

Steve B.
New Tecumseth

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Scoop it

Have your say at upcoming public meeting on local building by-laws
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth is review-
ing its Building By-law and seeking pub-
lic input to determine its future direction, 
including updates to building permit fees.

Next month, the Town will hold a public 
meeting to share the proposed changes to 
the by-law and to receive input from local 
residents.

New Tecumseth Council is proposing 
updates to the by-law, which may include:

• Adding or simplifying permit fees
• Updating cost guidelines
• General housekeeping improvements
Anyone can take part in the public meet-

ing and/or make a written or verbal presen-
tation either in support or opposition to the 
proposed By-law amendment.

Your comments will become part of the 
public record.

Registration to attend the meeting is not 
required, but residents are encouraged to 

sign up in advance using the online form 
available at http://newtecumseth.ca/en/
town-hall/speaking-before-council.aspx.  

If you wish to make a written submis-
sion regarding the proposed By-law amend-
ment, you must make a written request to 
the Town Clerk at Town Hall or via email at 
clerk@newtecumseth.ca.

Additional information related to the 
proposed Building By-law Amendment, 
including current and proposed fees and the 
justifi cation for the changes, is available 
for inspection Monday to Friday between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., at the 
Building Department, by telephone at 705-
435-3900, or by email at building@newte-
cumseth.ca.  

The public meeting will take place on 
Monday, Feb. 9, 2026, at 6 p.m. in the 
council chambers at 24 Tupper Street West, 
Alliston.

The meeting will be livestreamed through 
the Town of New Tecumseth’s YouTube 
channel. 
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Sibling rivalry on stage in production of The Attic, the Pearls, and Three Fine Girls
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Siblings sometimes have a complicated 
relationship, and three very different sis-
ters try to navigate through personal issues 
following the death of their father in the 
Blackhorse Village Players production of 
The Attic, the Pearls, and Three Fine Girls.

Five authors contributed to writing this 
play: Martha Ross, Jennifer Brewin, Leah 
Cherniak, Alisa Palmer, and Ann-Marie 
MacDonald.

Directed by Amanda Dempsey, the action 
takes place in the family home somewhere 
in Ontario as the three sisters return home 
in anticipation of their sick father’s death.

They had already lost their mother 10 
years earlier.

The play switches between the sisters as 
adults, sometime in the 1980s, and the same 
group as children growing up in the home.

In the role of Jelly, the youngest daughter, 
Jacquie Moore is a quirky artist who works 
with boxes and is anticipating a showing 
of her work in Berlin. She has been her 
father’s main caregiver for the past year 
and breaks the news of his death to her two 
sisters.

Middle daughter Jayne, played by Julie 
Docherty, loves her job in the world of big 
business, but hides a few secrets about her 
personal life from her sisters.

In the role of JoJo, the oldest daughter, 
Amanda Tessier brings to life the character 
of a university professor who holds a bit-
ter memory of her ex-husband.

The play opens with a scene in the 
home’s attic where the two oldest girls, 
as children, have locked the youngest in a 
trunk – and have a good laugh over it.

When Jelly informs her two sisters that 
their father has died, they start to make 
plans for a funeral, and at their father’s 
request, a party in his honour, two weeks 
later.

The two oldest sisters are anticipating 
a modest inheritance from their father’s 
estate to help pay for the party. As the main 
caregiver, Jelly has been bequeathed the 
family home.

JoJo and Jayne are shocked to learn their 
father’s bank account has been reduced to 

a paltry $75, after Jelly spent the money on 
various needs over the year.

As the three grown women share the 
house for a few days after their father’s 
death and plan the party, conÁ icts arise, 
with childhood memories playing a big part 
in how they feel about each other.

Over a few days, the women learn to 
redefi ne their future together as the remain�
ing family members.

The Attic, the Pearls, and Three Fine 
Girls is on at the Blackhorse Village Play-
ers’ Mount Wolfe Road and Highway 9 
stage through to Jan. 25.

ON STAGE – Siblings return to their family home in anticipation of their father’s death in the Blackhorse Village Players production of The Attic, 
the Pearls, and Three Fine Girls. The play stars Jacquie Moore, Amanda Tessier, and Julie Docherty as three sisters who relive their childhood in 
the home they grew up in, while dealing with past and current issues in their lives.                BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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No driver’s license? Ontario photo ID card provides identi�cation
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario Photo Card is a wallet-sized 
card that serves as government-issued identi-
fication for 2ntario residents who do not have 
a driver’s license.

7his maNes it easier for residents to open a 
banN account or perform other activities that 
reTuire official identification�

Here’s what you should know:
� 2ntario 3hoto &ards can be used for day�

to�day business transactions and as proof of 
identity for travel within &anada�

� <ou cannot use an 2ntario 3hoto &ard for 
international travel.

� ,t is important to note that you cannot have 
an Ontario Photo Card and a driver’s license, 
or a photo ,' card from 2ntario or another 
province, state, or country, at the same time�

� :hen applying for an 2ntario 3hoto &ard, 
you must surrender your e[isting 2ntario 

driver·s license, foreign driver·s license, or 
photo identification�

� <ou must inform 6ervice 2ntario if you 
ever had an 2ntario driver·s license ² even if 
it is suspended or cancelled�

� ,f you already have an 2ntario 3hoto 
&ard and apply for a driver·s license, you 
must surrender your 2ntario 3hoto &ard� it 
will be cancelled.

� <ou can apply for an 2ntario 3hoto &ard 
in person at a 6ervice2ntario centre if you do 
not have a driver·s license, are a resident of 
2ntario, and are �� years of age or older�

� :hen applying, you will need to bring 
original identity documents, such as your 
birth certificate, to verify your legal name and 
date of birth�

� $n 2ntario 3hoto &ard is valid for five 
years� $t the end of the five�year period, the 
card must be renewed. You are required to get 
a new photo for the card every �� years�

� ,f you are due for a new photo, you must 
renew your card in person at a 6ervice2ntario 

centre.
• There is a $35 

renewal fee�
� 2nce your appli-

cation is complete, 
your new 3hoto &ard 
will be delivered by 
mail within four to si[ 
weeks.

• The submitted 
photo on your 2ntario 
Photo Card must meet 
certain standards.

� <our whole face 
must be completely vis-
ible.

� 1othing can blocN your face ² your hair 
should not cover your eyes�

<ou should Neep a neutral and rela[ed 
e[pression ² do not smile�

• Look straight at the camera – do not tilt 
your head�

� :earing headwear for religious or medi-

cal reasons is allowed, but it must not cover 
your face�

� <ou may be asNed to remove items such 
as hats, eyeglasses, or headphones before 
your photo is taNen�

� <ou can change your address on your 
2ntario 3hoto card either online or in person 
at a 6ervice2ntario centre� 

                    SERV ICE ONTARIO PHOTO

6outh 6imcoe 3olice received a report 
of a robbery that occurred at the 6andy 
&ove 9ariety on /ocNhart 5oad in ,nnisfil 
on 7uesday, -an� ��, at appro[imately ���� 
p�m�

$ male suspect entered the store bran-
dishing a large Nnife� 

7he suspect was wearing a masN, a 
darN coloured jacNet with the hood up, 
and gloves when he approached the coun-
ter, pointed a Nnife at the store owner, and 
demanded money� 

7he store owner complied and handed 
over an undisclosed amount of &anadian 
currency� 7he suspect then Áed the store on 

foot and was last seen running eastbound 
on /ocNhart 5oad� 7he store owner was not 
harmed, and no injuries were reported�

8pon arrival, officers set up a perim-
eter to contain the area, and 6outh 6imcoe 
3olice 'og 1ash was deployed� 

3olice 'og 1ash tracNed the suspect 
to a residence on )lora 'rive in ,nnisfil� 
7hrough further investigation by mem-
bers of the 6outh 6imcoe 3olice &riminal 
,nvestigations 8nit, a Nnife believed to be 
used by the suspect during the robbery was 
located outside the residence.

$s a result of the investigation, a ���year�
old male from %arrie, 2nt�, was arrested 

and charged with the following criminal 
offences�

� 5obbery with a :eapon
� 'isguise with ,ntent
� $ssault with a :eapon
� 3ossession of a :eapon for a 'anger-

ous 3urpose
� 3ossession 3roperty 2btained by &rime 

under ��,���
7he accused has been held for a bail hear-

ing.
The charges laid against the accused indi-

vidual have not been tested in court.
3olice are asNing anyone with informa-

tion or who may have surveillance foot-

age in the 6andy &ove area from -an� ��, 
between ���� and ���� p�m�, to contact 
6outh 6imcoe 3olice &riminal ,nvestiga-
tions at ������������ e[t� ���� or email 
investigations#southsimcoepolice�ca� 

$nyone wishing to remain anonymous 
can contact &rime 6toppers at ����������
���� �7,36�� 

<ou can submit information online at 
www�crimestopperssdm�com� &rime 6top-
pers does not subscribe to call display, and 
you will remain anonymous� %eing anony-
mous, you will not testify in court, and your 
information may lead to a cash reward of 
up to ��,����

South Simcoe Police lay multiple charges in connection to robbery at knifepoint 
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Hornets win both weekend games, maintain � rst place in the North Carruthers Division
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets had three games 
scheduled over the past week; however, the 
fi rst game, against the 6tayner 6isNins on 
7hursday, 1ov� ��, was postponed due to 
bad weather�

2n 6aturday, -an� ��, the sTuad travelled 
to Muskoka to take on the Bears at the 
0usNoNa /umber &ommunity &entre�

7he +ornets were shut out in the fi rst 
period when 0usNoNa tooN a ��� lead�

'uncan *rube got the fi rst +ornets goal 

of the game at ���� into the second frame�
,t was a ��� %ears game when 0usNoNa 

scored two minutes later�
The Hornets put it into second gear and 

scored three second-period goals to take a 
4-3 lead and leave the Bears to wonder how 
their lead could evaporate so TuicNly�

Hornets’ second-period goals came from 
'avid +arvey, 1oah &ochrane, and 0arN 
&oish�

The game ended with a 6-3 Alliston win 
when 7risten 3itt and -onathan %eausart 
fi nished off the night with third�period 
goals�

7he following day, the +ornets travelled 
to Huntsville to take on the Otters at the 
&anada 6ummit &entre�

Alliston opened the scoring late in the 
fi rst period on a goal from 'uncan *rube�

The Hornets delivered a second-period 
salvo that yielded si[ unanswered goals 
and pretty much ended the game�

Hornets’ second-period goals came from 
Will Hopcraft, Adam McKillop, Mark 
&oish, -ohn 5osato, and two from *unner 
.irN�

7he only third�period goal was from 
Huntsville late in the period to avoid the 

shutout and end the game with a ��� +or�
nets win�

7he +ornets maintain fi rst place in the 
1orth &arruthers 'ivision of the 3rovin�
cial -unior +ocNey /eague with �� points 
and a ���� record�

7he 2rillia 7erriers and 6tayner 6isNins 
are now tied for second place with identical 
���� records� %oth teams have taNen one 
overtime loss during the season�

The Hornets will return to home ice at 
the 1ew 7ecumseth 5ecreation &entre on 
)riday, -an� ��, to host the 3enetang .ings�

*ame time is ���� p�m�

SU ND AY  SU CCESS – The Beeton Stingers U 1 5  # 1  team takes 
on the G eorgina Blaze  2  team at the Beeton arena on Sunday, 
Jan. 1 8 . The Stingers left the ice with a 6 - 3  win.    
                         BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com
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SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

EMBRACE THE WARMTH OF A DAVINCI FIREPLACE...
THE PERFECT ADDITION TO ANY HOME OR COTTAGE.

HAPPY

     FROM OUR 
HOME TO YOURS

Page 12 – April 18, 2024 – The TIMES

TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and 
playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are 
great pals and would do great in a home 
together. They love to greet people, play with 
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic 
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are 
volunteer - favourites.
Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed, 
vaccinated, � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Rufus and 
Magic

adopt
a cat

128 Main Street East, Shelburne, L9V 3K5
519-925-1215

*CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE HEARING TEST

Hearing Loss 
Is Making 
You Tired
(Don’t Blame The Season)

Driver charged with impaired driving, speeding 70 km/h over limit
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

�233� officers have charged an individual 
with impaired driving, speeding, and stunt 
driving following a traffic stop�

6hortly before �� p�m� on )riday, -an �, 
����, while conducting traffic enforcement, 
an officer observed a motor vehicle travel-

ling more than �� Nm�h over the speed limit 
on &ounty 5oad �� in (ssa�

$ traffic stop was initiated shortly thereaf-
ter, and signs of impairment were observed 
in the driver�

$s a result of the investigation, officers 
arrested the driver for impaired driving�

7ravis 'opheide, ��, of %arrie, has been 
charged with�

� 2peration while impaired � blood alcohol 
concentration ��� plus�

� 2peration while impaired ² alcohol and 
drugs

� 'rive 0otor 9ehicle ² 3erform stunt ² 

([cessive speed
� 6peeding ��� Nm�h over posted limit
7he accused party was released on a )orm 

�� 8ndertaNing, received a ���day license 
suspension, and had their vehicle impounded� 

1one of the listed charges have been 
proven in court�

Complaints from citizens led to impaired driving charges for motorists from Essa, New Tecumseth
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

officers have charged two individuals with 
impaired driving offences following traffic 
complaints for suspected impaired drivers�

6hortly after � p�m� on 7hursday, -an� �, 
1ottawasaga 233 officers responded to two 

calls for service in separate townships, both 
reporting possible impaired drivers�

$s a result of the investigations, officers 
arrested both drivers for impaired driving�

7he driver from the first complaint, 
'wayne 7aggart, ��, of (ssa 7ownship, has 

been charged with�
� 2peration while impaired ² alcohol and 

drugs
� )ailure or refusal to comply with demand
7he driver from the second complaint, 

7ammy +urd, ��, of 1ew 7ecumseth, has 

been charged with�
� 2peration while impaired ² blood alcohol 

concentration ��� plus�
7he accused parties were released on )orm 

�� 8ndertaNings and are scheduled to appear 
in court to answer the charges�

Impaired driving charges laid after collision with hydro pole causes power outage in Essa
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

�233� officers charged one individual fol-
lowing a single�vehicle collision with a hydro 
pole that resulted in a brief power outage and 
an impaired driving investigation�

2n 6unday, -an� ��, shortly after � a�m�, 
1ottawasaga 233 officers responded to a 

report of a vehicle that had collided with a 
hydro pole on %rowns /ine in (ssa� :hen 
officers arrived, the driver was attempting to 
leave the scene� 3olice stopped the vehicle 
and started an investigation�

$s a result of the investigation, the driver, 
5iley %uffan, ��, of (ssa 7ownship, was 

arrested and charged with�
� 2peration while impaired � blood alcohol 

concentration ��� plus�
� 2peration while impaired � alcohol and 

drugs
� 2peration :hile 3rohibited 8nder the 

&riminal &ode

7he accused received a ���day driver·s 
licence suspension and a ���day vehicle 
impound� 7he accused was released on a 
)orm �� 8ndertaNing and is scheduled to 
appear in court to answer to the charges�

7he listed charges have not been proven in 
court�

New Tecumseth man found asleep behind the wheel, charged with impaired driving: Nottawasaga OPP
1ottawasaga 2ntario 3rovincial 3olice offi-

cers charged one individual with impaired 
operation following emergency services locat-
ing an individual asleep behind the wheel�

6hortly after � p�m�, on 7uesday, -an� ��, 
officers responded to a call from emergency 

services reporting that a suspected impaired 
driver had been found asleep in the driver·s 
seat of a vehicle parNed in a local parNing lot�

7he driver was woNen, conscious, and 
breathing�

$s a result of the investigation, officers 

arrested the driver for impaired operation�
7he driver, $ndrea 0urray, ��, of 1ew 

7ecumseth, has been charged with�
� 2peration while impaired ² blood alcohol 

concentration ��� plus�
� 2peration while impaired ² alcohol and 

drugs
7he accused was released on a )orm �� 

8ndertaNing and is scheduled to attend the 
2ntario &ourt of -ustice in %radford to answer 
to the charges� 7he listed charges haven·t been 
proven in court�



ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion� :e accept responsibility for only one in�
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after publication� (rrors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement� :e reserve the 
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DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
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or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an offi  ce. $1700 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

Please recycle 
this ne� paper

406 VEHICLES WANTED

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1 1 5 3  Ca n a l  Rd ,
B r a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY WORKS!
612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 • Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

PRESENTS - SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
JAN 30TH – Antiques, Collectibles & Quality Household Items - Features: an 
assortment of antique wood furniture incl Barrister Bookcase; Federal Style Cherry 
Storage Chest; Duncan Phyfe Mahogany Drop Leaf Table; Teak Furniture including 
Side Tables; Credenzas & Chairs; Icebox; Wrought Iron Patio Set w/ Umbrella; Pair 
of Wrought Iron Laneway Gates; 8 Gal Robinson Ransbottom Stoneware Crock; 
Victorian Pickle Castors; Weller Majolica Jardiniere Planter; Pyrex Mixing & Nesting 
Bowls; Anchor Hocking Fire King Mugs; Jannette Poinsettia Uranium Depression 
Glassware; Lantern Cooker; RD Toby Mugs; Carousel Horse; Swiss Cow Bell; 
1950’s First Edition Dr. Seuss Books; “All in The Family” Set Prop - Oak Hall-Tree; 
Razor E200 Rechargeable Scooter; Witney 4 Point Pure Wool Blanket; Turkmen & 
Persian Rugs; crates; magazine publications; tins; unique light �xtures; collectible �shing reels; bear-
paw snowshoes; cameras; quilts; apothecary bottles; stoneware & ginger bottles; tobacco pipes; 
carved walking sticks & decorative canes; and more.

FEB 6TH – Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes / Art & Jewelry & Gems

FEB 17–21ST – Straight Shooter Sale

MAR 5TH & 6TH – Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH – The Roger Had�eld Estate Auction for Militaria and Firearms

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facil-
ity from Arthur immediately requires 16 Whole-
sale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 
3 years of direct hands on experience in meat 
cutting and processing. Duties include cutting 
and sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cut-
ting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for 
wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiva-
lent required. Positions off ered are permanent full 
time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED
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Please
recycle this 
ne� paper

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

MORTON, DOUG
In loving memory of a dear brother, 

brother-in-law and uncle who passed 
away January. 23,1994.

Two tired eyes are sleeping,
Two willing hands are still.

For one who suffered far too much 
Is resting in God’s will.

You never said goodbye to us,
For perhaps it’s just as well,

We never could have said goodbye 
To one we loved so well.

Sadly missed and always remembered 
by sister Carol, brother-in-law Larry 

and niece Cheryl.

With every snowŇake that falls,
With every teardrop that is shed,
With every sunrise and sunset,
With every gentle breeǌe that
     whispers through the trees,
With every stream of sunlight that
     dances across the water,
With every season we are reminded
     of you and your smile,
Kn this the 2ϵth year of missing,
     longing for a hug, a gentle kiss
     on the cheek,
:ust longing to hold you one more time,
When it s͛ time we will.

&orever,
Dom and Dad, Alex, Evan, �ack. 

Erika Carlyn Nolet
:anuary 1ϴ, 1ϵϵϯ ʹ
&ebruary 20, 1ϵϵϳ

Doyle: John McCormick
Passed away peacefully with family by his 
side at Royal Victoria Hospital Barrie, on 
January 7, 2026. John Doyle, at the age of 77 
years, beloved husband of Terry O’Connor. 
Loving father of Craig (Lois), Leah Peene 
(Ron), and Pat (Ashleigh). Dear grandfather 
of Connor, Ronan, Liam, Emma, and Braden. 
Predeceased by his brothers Ken and Ed. John 
will be remembered for his love of family, his 
strong ties to the Legion, and his devotion 
to the Montreal Canadiens, always cheering 
them on with passion. He remains forever in 
the hearts of his extended family, his Legion 
family, and many friends. A Celebration of 
John’s Life will be held at the Tottenham 
Legion 25 Richmond St. E. Tottenham, on 
Saturday March 14, 2026 from 1-4pm, with 
Legion Service taking place at 2pm. For 
those wishing to make a donation in John’s 
memory, contributions to the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Tottenham Branch #329, would be 
appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to Rod 
Abrams Funeral Home. Condolences and 
memories may be left for the family at

www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com

It is with deep sorrow that the family 
of Gerhard Kohnen announces his passing. 

He slipped away peacefully, 
surrounded by family, 

on January 11, 2026 in his 91st year.

Gerhard Wilhelm
KOHNEN

Gerhard was a dreamer, a storyteller, a philosopher, a lover of  song and choir, and an 
artist who embodied the proverb: “The one who plants trees, knowing that he will never sit 
in their shade, has at least started to understand the meaning of  life.”

A loving husband, proud father, loyal son, brother, and Opa, Gerhard was born on May 
19, 1935, in St. Tönis, Germany. The fourth of  five children and the third son of  Gerhard 
and Anna Kohnen (Franken), he grew up on the family farm, learning to listen to the land 
and to use it to bring futures and dreams to life.

In 1962, he married the love of  his life, Katharina Gleumes, and together they worked 
tirelessly to bring those dreams into being.

Not content to remain in Germany and heeding the pull of  promise in 
a different land, Gerhard—along with Katharina, six months pregnant, and their three 
young sons under the age of  five—followed his older brother to Canada in 1968. They 
first settled in Quebec and, four years later, moved to King City, which would remain their 
home for the rest of  his life.

In 1979, Gerhard and Katharina moved onto an old farmstead on the outskirts of  King City, 
where Gerhard set about bringing his vision to life. Unwilling to sever his ties to the soil, and with 
absolute certainty in the outcome, he established a garden centre in the middle of  a cornfield—
seemingly in the middle of  nowhere—fully confident that this jewel in the rough would succeed. 
His family takes enormous pride in the legacy that became Black Forest Garden Centre. Gerhard’s 
touch was everywhere: from the stone entrance he built with fieldstones gathered from the fence 
line, to the whimsical structures that dotted the landscape—the blue sheep, the walking labyrinth, 
the secret garden, and forest trails that went nowhere and yet everywhere.

One of  Gerhard’s greatest gifts was his ability to connect with just about 
anyone, anywhere, on any subject. With homespun logic, disarming wit, life 
experience, humour, and endless anecdotes, he offered insight—and often 
a bit of  advice. He touched many lives with his warmth, creativity, curiosity, and charm. 
People often came to the Forest just to talk. Strangers became customers, customers 
became friends, and friends became family.

His life was a testament to his unshakeable faith in God, in family, and in the core belief  
that gave him purpose every day: that life without hope is hopeless.

At heart, Gerhard was a storyteller who believed that the stories we tell are the ties that 
bind us—connecting the fabric of  past, present, and future.

We need only look around to see his story.
And one more thing: he did manage to sit under the shade of  some of  those trees, even 

if  only for a little while. For that, we are forever grateful.
Gerhard leaves behind Katharina, his beloved partner in life and wife 

of  63 years; his sons John, Karl (Dan), George (Maria), and Andrew (Sherry); his 
granddaughters Meaghan, Daniela, and Martina; his brother Willi of  St. Tönis, Germany; 
and many nieces and nephews, all of  whom will forever cherish his memory.

A visitation will be held at Thompson Funeral Home, located at 530 Industrial Parkway 
South, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6W8, on January 21, 2026, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

The funeral service will take place at Sacred Heart Parish, 14485 Jane St, King City, 
Ontario, L7B 1A3, on January 22, 2026, from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm. Following the service, 
a reception will be held at the same location in the Parish Hall.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to Doane House Hospice, 17100 Yonge Street, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 8V3. For more information, please visit their website at https://www.
doanehospice.org/support-DHH.
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 Pre�:pottinN ࠮
urniture 4ovinN- ࠮
eodoriainN+ ࠮
olour )riNhteninN* ࠮

�4a_. 150 sq. ft.
per room� � /:; >0;/ *6<P65

✃

C
O
U
P
O
N

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
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AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 7 0 0  X 1 0 2  
CELL:  5 1 9 - 9 3 8 - 6 5 1 8  

F AX :  5 1 9 - 9 2 5 - 6 8 0 0
c f r e e m a n @ d o m i n i o n l e n d i n g . c a

W W W . CAROLF REEM AN. CA

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

PAINTING

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!

PLEASE
RECYCLE 

THIS PAPER.
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com
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Brock’s Banter: The more things change…
“ I n the lead- up to the H oliday Season, 

one of our very own columnists shared her 
initial plans to also travel to N ew Y ork C ity 
for the celebration, only to scuttle them 
well beyond the embryonic stage after I SI S 
released a video their radicals apparently 
filmed in what was set to become the cen -
tre- stage for that evening’s party. I  wasn’t 
prepared to let them spoil the party, so I  
continued on my merry way. A couple of 
hours before I  set off to take in the action 
–  come what may –  I  got a tex t from this 
individual recommending an ex tra layer of 
K evlar to keep warm. Thankfully it wasn’t 
needed.”

Ten years on from that ex perience, and 
�� years on from the first, there are differ-
ent threats in the air and different reasons 
to consider one’s options when thinking 
about travelling to the U nited States, but, 
for many, that sense of trepidation remains.

Another instance that struck me in a fur-
ther column of January 2 0 1 6  –  accidently 
eavesdropping upon a scene that, sadly, 
is unfolding ever more seldom these days.

“ A shared glance. A subtle wink. A short, 
curt nod. Y ou see these gestures in every-
day life. Sometimes you might be on the 
receiving end of these signals and some-
how, instinctively, you usually have the 
tools at your disposal to translate them 
into some reasonably useful information. 
They have spotted the same thing on the 
horiz on. They are in on the j oke. Y ou have 
met before. These tools can often come 
in handy when observing interactions 
between others as well. Then there are 
other times when these tools fail you.

“ Y ou are thrown into something –  be it 
a situation, conversation, or another kind 
of ex change –  where you only have the 
sum of its parts and can’t possibly hope to 

come anywhere close to holding the whole 
in your hands.”

2ne often finds themselves in this situ -
ation in this particular line of work, but this 
instance involved a gathering at a local 
library when two Second W orld W ar vet-
erans who had participated in The N ote 
To Self Proj ect, a book combining beauti-
ful portraits of individuals accompanied 
by letters they would have written to their 
younger selves.

Their conversation was j ovial and from a 
short distance away I  could hear they were 
trading stories, but I  knew at the end of the 
day, however open they were in their ex pe-
riences, these were ex periences shared 
solely by the two men in the room.

The two men, one of whom was 1 0 2  at 
the time, had 2 0 0  years of shared ex peri-
ence between them, and the conversation 
was doomed to be impenetrable to every-

one else in the room, but it was invaluable 
to overhear.

O nce upon a time, we took the memories 
and ex periences of people of this genera-
tion –  and the lessons we could learn from 
them –  for granted, now the chances to 
do j ust that are fewer and further between 
with each passing year. And, simply put, 
we’re not the richer for it.

I t’s often said that the more things 
change, the more they stay the same –  
and while that is true on the surface, if you 
scratch it deep enough, you can see the 
equation is a little bit more complex .

&omparing selfies, or even 1ew <ear¶s 
ex periences, a decade apart might be fun, 
and it might even be an ego boost, but 
when it comes to deep dives, it’s barely 
sticking a foot into the shallow end of the 
pool.

L et’s dive a bit deeper this year.

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit urges people to ‘Don’t quit quitting’ smoking
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Quitting smoking or vaping can be tough, 
but getting support can make a big difference 
and increase your chance of success.

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit is urging residents to visit a website in 
Ontario that connects people to free resources 
to help them quit the habit.

Don’t Quit Quitting is a website that con-

nects people to those resources.
One of the best things you can do for your-

self is to quit smoking or vaping, and the 
Don’t Quit Quitting website offers tips, facts, 
and helpful ideas to guide you to success.

It can help you connect with support, help 
you find free nicotine replacement therapy, 
like nicotine patches, calculate how much 
money you can save by quitting, and guide 
you through ways to manage craving. Every 
attempt brings you one step closer to quitting 

for good.
If you’re like a lot of 

people, you’ve tried quitting 
smoking or vaping before. 
Whether you were smoke-
free for a year or a day, 
every try brings you one step 
closer to quitting for good.

More information is avail-
able online at: dontquitquit-
ting.ca
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