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A FRESH SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

STEM & LEAF SEED-
LESS CLEMENTINES

COVERED BRIDGE
POTATO CHIPS

CHOCOLATE
CHIP MUFFINS

The Alliston Hornets are playing the Stayner Siskins for the North Carruthers Division 2026 championship and the entire town
is getting behind them in their quest to come out on top. Local businesses are posting ‘Go Hornets Go!’ signs to show their
support. The largest attendance of the year so far was recorded on Friday, March 20, for Game 2 of the series. The Siskins won
this game 4-2, and the series is now tied 1-1. Game 3 will take place in Stayner on Thursday, March 26, followed by Game 4. See
a full story on Page 12. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
s fighting for
every auto job

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty,
we're ready with a plan to protect Ontario.
We're building to protect every job

in the automotive industry.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O t -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n a r I 0




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Order of Ontario is the province’s
highest civilian honour, awarded each year
to an Ontarian who has shown the highest
level of excellence and achievement in their
field, and whose impact has left a legacy in
the province.

Members of the Order are a collective of
Ontario’s finest citizens whose contributions
have shaped, and continue to shape, the
province’s history.

Nominations are still open for 2026, but
the deadline is approaching at the end of
March.

You can nominate someone for achieve-

ments and excellence in any field. This
includes business and technology, health-
care and medicine, education, engineering
and architecture, skilled trades, mining, arts
and culture, sports, and entertainment.

The list also includes law and social jus-
tice, media and journalism, social and com-
munity services, science and aerospace,
literature and writing, and environment and
conservation.

To nominate someone, the person must be
a long-term or former resident of Ontario.
The nominee does not have to be a Canadian
citizen.

The nominee should be someone whose
career, in any field, has had a major impact
or influence on the province, Canada, and
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Deadline approaching for 2026 Order of Ontario nominations

around the world.

The person must be living at the time of
the nomination.

You cannot nominate yourself, someone
who is deceased, an elected federal, pro-
vincial, or municipal politician currently in
office, a sitting judge of any court, a legisla-
tive officer, a volunteer, or someone for acts
of bravery.

To nominate someone, first gather all
required information and create an account
on the Ontario Honours and Awards Portal
on the Province of Ontario website. Visit
ohap.haacms.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/signin to
submit a nomination.

A nomination must include a brief sum-
mary of why you think the nominee is wor-

thy of nomination and how long you have
known them.

It should include a detailed description
of the nominee, their achievements, and the
impact those achievements have had on the
province and beyond.

A minimum of two signed testimonial let-
ters from two different people who are not
the nominator must be included.

You may include additional material, such
as supplementary testimonials, publications,
media stories, and news articles.

An independent Advisory Council to the
Order of Ontario will review and evaluate
all nominations.

The deadline for Order of Ontario nomi-
nations is March 31 of each year.

Province to permit‘bring-your-own’alcoholic beverages at municipally approved public events

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario government is expanding
‘bring-your-own’ event permits for munici-
pally designated cultural or community
outdoor public events, including farmer’s
markets, movie screenings, art exhibits and
neighbourhood festivals.

The expanded permit will allow attendees
of these events to bring their own alcohol
for consumption in designated areas.

It’s important to note that the permitting

expansion does not mean patrons of any
event can bring their own alcoholic bever-
ages from home. This permit is only eligi-
ble in municipalities that approve it and at
events where the organizer applies for it.
The province says this will help support
local tourism and drive economic growth.
“Starting this spring, Ontario is giv-
ing communities more flexibility to safely
and responsibly enjoy cultural and out-
door events,” said Attorney General Doug

Downey. “The ‘bring-your-own’ event per-
mits will help save attendees money, lower

STOCK PHOTO

PASSION FOR HEALTH

DO YOU HAVE A
CARE IN THE AREA?

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital

overhead costs for event organizers and
contribute to local economies.”

Municipalities will be required to pass a
bylaw authorizing the use of alcohol in pub-
lic if they do not already have one in place.
A municipality must establish a local pro-
cess to determine whether an event quali-
fies as a community or cultural event and is
therefore eligible for the ‘bring-your-own’
permit.

Beginning April 30 of this year, event
organizers in participating municipalities
will be able to apply for bring-your-own
permits through the Alcohol and Gaming
Commission of Ontario.

“Our government is always working to
find new ways to empower local communi-
ties, boost economic activity and increase
tourism,” said Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister
of Finance. “By giving Ontario municipali-
ties the choice to make use of this new ini-

tiative, our government is directly contrib-
uting to their economic well-being while
ensuring adults can continue to safely and
responsibly enjoy their favourite products.”

The ‘bring-your-own’ permit change will
be enabled by an amendment to a regulation
under the Liquor Licence and Control Act,
giving community and cultural organiza-
tions greater flexibility ahead of the spring
and summer event season.

Previously, only organizers of live sport-
ing events could obtain this type of permit,
typically used for tailgating.

Only individuals 19 years of age and older
will be allowed to bring alcohol to events
holding a ‘bring-your-own’ event permit.

The province will continue to work
closely with the AGCO to uphold existing
rigorous standards for licensing, regulation
and social responsibility, ensuring events
are safe and reflect community priorities.

'y YOUR SIDE

for the residents of Alliston,
Beeton, and Tottenham in
Parliament

lower taxes, affordable
homes, responsible
immigration, and

safer communities

Foundation Board of Directors is inviting
applications for available Board positions.

cutting through red tape
and resolving issues
with federal agencies
and departments

We're seeking community leaders with
experience in finance, marketing, law,
community development, or business
management to help guide fundraising
efforts and support the future of care at
Stevenson Memorial Hospital.

farmers, small
business owners,
seniors, workers,
and families

If you are passionate about
advancing health care close to
home and wish to contribute your
skills at a governance level, we

encourage you to apply.
Send your resume to:

sjones@smhosp.on.ca

transformingstevenson.ca/board-of-directors/

Scot

DAVIDSON

Apply by April 9, 2026 MP NEW TECUMSETH-GWILLIMBURY

Because
of YOU

STEVENSON

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION

scot.davidson@parl.gc.ca
scotdavidson.ca - 905-898-1600
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

A cashless society

When you were a kid, you likely
received an envelope from an older rela-
tive on your birthday or at Christmas.

Usually, it had a few dollars inside,
although these days it's probably more
like a $50 bill.

It was an easy way to give a kid a
chance to buy something they want,
rather than trying to guess what a
10-year-old would like to receive for a
special day.

It's alot more fun for a kid to find money
in an envelope rather than to receive a
gift of new socks or underwear.

Our society is moving dangerously
close to a cashless society. | can't
remember the last time | put gas in my
vehicle and paid with cash.

| still carry some cash in my pocket. It
seems ridiculous to pay for a $1.95 cof-
fee with a debit card.

It seems the goal is to move to a
strictly cashless situation.

However, with that cashless system
comes some very serious issues that
must be examined.

The thing is, with a cashless soci-
ety, money is no longer tangible. It just
becomes digital numbers on a screen.

On the lower end of the problem, no

more piggy banks for your kids to learn
how to save money, and forget the birth-
day card with the cash gift.

No more Craigslist or Facebook Mar-
ketplace transactions, unless you hap-
pen to own and carry a debit machine
in your car.

No more opportunities for a kid to earn
$20 by shovelling snow in the winter or
cutting grass in summer.

You won't be able to save that $20 a
week you stuff in an envelope because
you are saving up for a new Johnson
Rod accessory for the hot rod you store
in the garage.

No more yard sales, garage sales,
or charity sales, unless everyone goes
back to a barter-type system.

You may want to buy that fancy trinket
at a yard sale, but with no cash avail-
able, you may have to bring a chicken
from your backyard chicken coop to
trade.

Those are just the little annoyances
that will plague a cashless society.

The real issue is the absolute control
the state will have over you. And this is a
very scary thing to think about.

A cashless society means someone
else will have absolute control over your

Back to business unusual

Everybody needs a little bit of time
away.

At least that's the view of the band
Chicago in their 1982 hit “Hard to Say
I’'m Sorry.”

Everybody does need a little bit of
time away — that’s not in dispute — but,
if you're like me, the hardest part of get-
ting a little bit of time away is anticipat-
ing what you might be coming back to.

When we'’re young, the trepidation of
returning to school is tempered some-
what by the idea of being able to catch
up with friends you weren'’t able to over
the summer, reconnecting and hearing
about what they did.

Things change when you get older,
and you're in the workplace.

While many are able to fully clock out
when their time for a bit of a getaway
rolls around, some aren’t, for whatever
reason, fully able to “turn off” what
they’re ordinarily tuned into.

I've had a bit of enforced time away
recently due to long-awaited hip sur-
gery.

While I've been able to work remotely
for the last couple of weeks, the first few

days after the surgery at the start of the
month were a bit iffy in terms of what
| was able to accomplish. I'm thankful
for our teams for pitching in during my
absence, and | know the papers were
in very capable hands, yet there were
still those inescapable questions in the
back of my mind: What have | missed?
What am | coming back to?

| wonder if our politicians ever feel the
same way?

The halls of Queen’s Park were bus-
tling again at the start of this week as
Members of Provincial Parliament
returned to the job after more than 100
days away from the Legislature.

Now, don't get me wrong, I'm not
begrudging these MPPs time off.

In fact, it’s not really time off at all.
While the duration of their time away
from the halls of government is the sub-
ject for another day, and, trust me, peo-
ple have plenty of opinions about how
much time off elected representatives
“deserve,” the reality is this “time off”
is more often than not focused on con-
stituency work — that is, meeting with
the people they represent, checking

FROM THE SECOND ROW

life. A bank will have full control of every
single cent you have.

Bank robber Willie Sutton was asked,
‘Why do you rob banks?’ His notorious
reply was, ‘because that's where the
money is.’

The banks don’t have the money any-
more. Try withdrawing several thousand
dollars in cash from your bank account.

Most likely, you will be politely asked to
come back in a couple of days because
they will have to source the cash for you.

In a cashless society, every transac-
tion you make will be recorded. Some-
one will be able to track your spending
habits and your income.

Someone will be able to track your
location and follow you across the coun-
try if you're on a road ftrip.

Every time you buy something, some-
one else can know exactly where you
are.

It's a scary thought to think that a total
stranger will be able to follow your every
move.

If you are on Facebook, you know you
are already being observed. Try looking
for an item online, and sure enough, your
Facebook page will suddenly start send-
ing you ads for similar products because

in on worthy organizations within the
community, regardless of whether the
groups in question have received Pro-
vincial or Federal dollars, and, essen-
tially, bringing that important public face
to many important elements of our civic
life.

During this busy “time away,” how-
ever, | hope they were able to get some
rest and find opportunities to stay in
shape because, regardless of what
political party they represent, they've
had to really hit the ground running.

Premier Ford has left little guesswork
as to what the current sitting of the leg-
islature will have to tackle, debate and
pass — or not — this legislative season
and, from my vantage point, it seems it
might be some time before we clear the
distractions and get back to substantive
business for the people of Ontario.

One announcement ahead of the
Legislature resuming that got a deserv-
edly positive reception from members of
the public was a series of amendments
proposed to make it illegal for concert,
sport, and event tickets to be resold for
more than their official cost. Of course,

BRIAN LOCKHART

it has been watching
your every online move.

A cashless society
reduces your wealth to
nothing more than num-
bers on a screen.

If the power goes out, so does your
money.

Those numbers on the screen are not
backed by anything. There is no gold
standard anymore; there is nothing to
back up those numbers as tangible
assets, other than the fact that people
have faith they mean something.

I’'m not sure of the high-level security
measures surrounding online banking
and control, but | have wondered what
stops a computer genius with access to
computer systems from simply moving a
decimal point to another spot on a bank
account?

A cashless society will create a whole
new way of life where everything you do,
everything you buy, everywhere you go,
will be recorded.

I'd rather carry a few $20 bills in my
pocket, rather than have it known that
I’'m currently sitting in Tim Hortons hav-
ing a coffee by some unseen person
tracking my movements.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER
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enforcement will be
key to the success
of any changes,
but it’s a change for
the better and long
overdue.

Another positive step is the proposed

creation of a Province-wide Primary
Care Medical Record System, which
will help make things smoother for just
about every player in our beleaguered
healthcare system.

Another potential positive, although
I’'m a bit more skeptical on how effec-
tive it will ultimately be, is opening up
HOV lanes (High Occupancy Vehicles)
on highways during non-peak hours.
Those lanes are underused, yes, and
opening them up in the off-time could
certainly help ease congestion on those
applicable highways, but it does noth-
ing to encourage carpooling or support
transit, which are essential for tackling
the root issues of gridlock. A band-aid
like this could help, but band-aids are
only temporary.

Continued on Page 19
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War on Iran:

A series of miscalculations

Still not four full weeks into the war, and already Don-
ald Trump’s “short-term excursion” — decapitate the Ira-
nian regime with a surprise attack and impose harsh
terms on the defeated survivors — has morphed into
a global economic crisis and a region-wide war that
could destroy the wealth of all the countries on both
sides of the Gulf. At the very least.

Back in January Trump was high on his success in
changing the regime in Venezuela (just a bit), so he
was an easy mark for Israeli prime minister Binyamin
Netanyahu’s suggestion that he could do the same to
Iran. Netanyahu probably knew better than that him-
self, but his life’s goal has been to inveigle the United
States into a joint attack on Israel’s greatest enemy.

Trump swallowed the plan hook, line and sinker, and
they cobbled together a story about a new nuclear
threat from Iran.

Nobody really believed it, maybe not even Trump.
His Director of National Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard,
wrote last week that “Iran’s nuclear enrichment pro-
gram has been obliterated. There have been no efforts
since (US air strikes last June) to rebuild their enrich-

POTHOLES GRAVEL

ment capability,” and she probably tried to tell him that
herself.

Even if untrue, the Israeli-American allegations and
threats were grave enough to frighten the Iranians back
to the negotiating table, and this time they surprised
the American team by offering major concessions. The
new offer didn’t meet every US demand in full, but it
certainly warranted further discussion and the next
meeting was fixed for 3 March.

Oman’s foreign minister Badr Albusaidi, who was
mediating the talks, explains what happened then: “It
was a shock but not a surprise when on 28 February —
just a few hours after the latest and most substantive
talks — Israel and America again launched an unlaw-
ful military strike against the peace that had briefly
appeared really possible.”

Even then, US foreign secretary Marco Rubio says
Israel had to push Trump into the war by telling him that
otherwise it would launch the surprise attack alone.
(The US would still have to follow, but the Iranians
would then be on the alert and there would be more
American casualties.) The Israeli tail was definitely
wagging the American dog at
this point.

So the ‘decapitation’ strike
went in as planned and killed
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
most of Iran’s other senior
leaders — but it made no differ-
ence whatever to Iran’s long-
planned responses. Khame-
nei knew from past experience
that Trump favoured surprise
attacks during negotiations
and had taken the appropriate
precautions.

If you fear decapitation,
turn yourself into a Hydra, a
many-headed monster. In the
jargon of the regime, which in
the 1980s survived an eight-
year war of attrition against a
far better armed invader (Sad-
dam Hussein’s Irag, which
had strong support from the

THAWING United States), the strategy is
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GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

known as the doctrine of ‘the fourth
successor.’

That is why the regime was not
destroyed by the initial ‘decapitat-
ing’ strike and has not crumbled under the relentless
bombing of subsequent weeks. Khamenei ordered
each senior official and officer to designate, in order of
preference, up to four potential successors capable of
replacing him. Knock off one, up pops another.

Iran’s system has been created to endure and outlast
the superior weapons technologies that its enemies will
bring against it, and so far, it is doing very well. The
stockpile of missiles is doing havoc to the economies
of America’s Gulf allies, the Strait of Hormuz is blocked
to international shipping (although Chinese and Indian
tankers pass through), and time is on Iran’s side.

In effect the initiative has passed into the hands of
the Iranians, and they only have to go on doing what
they are already doing to keep it. Their enemies have
to figure out what to do next, and their choices now
diverge: the Israelis want to go on bombing until the
remaining lranians overthrow their government (good
luck with that!), and Trump just wants to get out.

His usual strategy (in business) has been to declare
a victory and leave, but in this case his own pride gets
in the way. His attempts to shift the blame for pulling out
to the ‘cowardly’ Europeans or assorted other bystand-
ers fall flat, and the escalation that would be required
to bring the regime to its knees is so big and dangerous
that it even frightens him.

So Trump runs bak and forth in fury and o nfus on,
b anging his & ory
twie a day. Obvoubky
this @ nnot go on for-
ee r, but it may las
long enough for me

to write another arti- McGUIRE
te in whibh | a Imly

ep ound his Wable EI%I;II‘%%NG
remaining options .
None o me to mind o All Styles ofFenc.mg
fight now ee pt o Installed &Bepalred
‘Boots on the Ground’ « We Also Paint Fences
or a ® all nutear 705-435-2770

weapon (both highly

) www.mcguirefencing.com
undes rable).
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CLUES ACROSS
1. “Bird of Paradise”
constellation

5.Red Sox WS winner
Bronson

11. Whirl

12. The State Dept. has
a notable one

16. Energy, style and
enthusiasm

17. Part of the mind
18. Mountainous
country

19. Type of beverage
24. Atomic #109

25. Opposite of falsities
26. Female sheep

27. Rocky peak

28. Sensitive
information sharing
environment

29. Ethnic group of
Thailand

30. Patron saint of
Rome Philip

31. Psychedelics

33. Japanese pine

34. Have an impact on
38. Violent disorder
39. A French river

40. Early
Mesoamerican
civilization
43. Messenger
ribonucleic acid
44. Musician Clapton
45. Ancient Greek
sophist
49. Largest English
dictionary (abbr.)
50. Valley
51. A way to unwind
53. Atomic #93
54. Recommending
56. Indigo bush
58. Larry and Curly’s
pal
59. Off-Broadway
theater award
60. Fencers
63. Small Eurasian
deer (pl.)
64. Relating to
songbirds
65. A way to assign
CLUES DOWN
1. Some are “secret”
2. Intestinal openings
3. Distant planet
4. Assembly

possessing high
legislative powers
5. Genus of typical
owls
6. One with
distinctively colored
hair
7. Red cross
8. An alternative
9. Abominable
snowmen
10. About ear
13. The opening letters
14. Feeling of regret
15. Atomic #39
20. Luteinizing
hormone
21. Atomic #55
22. Carries a debt
23. Albanian monetary
unit
27. Semitic abjad letter
29. Yes
30. Negative
31. Earn a perfect score
32. Connecticut
33. Partner to cheese
34. Snack nuts
35. Quadruped’s body
part

36. Locate

37. Pitching statistic
38.“__, myself and I”
40. Utah city northwest
of Provo

41. Football players in
the trenches

42. One who runs the
show

44. Wood

45. Performing artists
46. Slang for a cut
47. More breathable
48. Most crafty

50. Provokes into
action

51. University of
Dayton

52. Sodium

54. Large fish of the
mackerel family

55. Not one

57. __ and behold

61. Sports highlight
show

62. “The Great Lakes
State”

No ome bas mone self-conflidence than the person whs does a crosswond puazle with a pen
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: My Sister’s Place gearing up for community events as weather warms

It’s been a busy year so far at My Sister’s
Place with the planning and execution of our
Hats, Heels and High Tea fundraiser. This is
our signature event of the year and was once
again a great success thanks to the support of
our sponsors, donors, and those who bought
tickets and attended. With the hard work of
our staff, board and volunteers, the event
raised over $23,000.

Moving into spring and summer, we are
looking forward to many exciting cam-
paigns, programs, and events.

Once the weather warms up, we will jump
into our annual Trees for Shelter campaign,
where we sell potted trees in four variet-
ies: White Spruce, White Cedar, Red Maple
and Cranberry bushes for $25 each. We are
working on a couple of local sales locations
for our trees, so watch our social media and
website for those.

In the month of May, we will be partnering
on a fundraiser with Murphy’s Farm Market
& Bakery as a part of their tulip festival. We
will be at Murphy’s on Friday, May 8; Fri-

day, May 15; Friday, May
22; and Sunday, May 24,
helping visitors pick and
pack their tulips.

Murphy’s is very gener-
ously donating a portion
of each entry fee back to
My Sister’s Place (MSP)
on these days, so come out
and pick your own tulips
and support MSP. Murphy’s
Farm Market & Bakery
is located at 5141 County
Road 10 in Alliston.

We will also be attending
several town festivals and vendor markets
during the spring and summer months. We
love getting out into the communities we
serve and speaking with community mem-
bers, letting people know who we are, what
we do, and how we serve the community. We
are happy to answer questions, we have in-
formation pieces to hand out, and we sell out
Wrapped in Courage fundraising items.

My Sister's Place

The dates we have con-
firmed are Saturday, April
25, at the Tottenham Home
and Artisan Show at the Tot-
tenham Community Centre,
and Saturday, May 23, for
the Beeton Honey and Gar-
den Festival vendor market
on Main Street (County
Road 1) in Beeton.

We will be participating
in the Tottenham Commu-
nity Street Festival on Sat-
urday, July 4, in downtown
Tottenham. We are also
looking to attend Bradford Carrot Fest and
Alliston Potato Festival. We will post a full
list of the confirmed events we are attending
on our website.

Other fun third-party events being held
in the coming months that will benefit My
Sister’s Place include Rock and Roll Bingo
at The Circle Theatre in Alliston on Sunday,
April 26th. This is a fun musical twist on

bingo that will have you dancing in your
seat. With prizes and great music, don’t miss
out. Tickets are $25 and can be purchased at
The Circle Theatre during any show time or
online at www.circletheatre.ca.

In August, RockStock Canada is taking
place, with tons of great music, a car show,
a bike show and camping available; it will
be a great weekend of fun. Locations to be
announced and ticket prices vary; more in-
formation can be found at www.rockstock-
canada.com. Keep an eye on our Facebook,
Instagram, and website for more events as
they are added.

We are looking forward to warmer weath-
er and to being out in the community. We
hope to see you at some of these events, stop
by and say “hi,” or come out to a fundraiser
and support My Sister’s Place.

100 per cent of money raised from our
fundraising campaigns or donated from
third-party events goes directly to the shel-
ter, our in-shelter services and our outreach
programs.

Simcoe—Grey MPP announces funding for storm recovery through Municipal Ice Storm Assistance program

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A severe winter weather event that resulted
in ice build-up across much of central Ontario
left extensive damage to trees and downed
hydro lines, and caused prolonged power
outages almost one year ago today, on March
28,2025.

On March 18 this year, Simcoe-Grey MPP
Brian Saunderson announced that the Ontario

It's nurses.

When and where
you need them.

It's the over 100,000 nurses hired

since 2018.

Whether it's a late-night emergency
or everyday care, Ontario's nurses
are there to provide compassionate,
high-quality care with the urgency

you deserve,

See all the ways we're

government is providing up to $48,000 for
ice storm clean-up and emergency response
costs in the Town of the Blue Mountains.
The funding is part of Ontario’s $90 million
Municipal Ice Storm Assistance program.
“Communities across the region were sig-
nificantly impact by the ice storm in March
2025,” MPP Saunderson said. “This impor-
tant provincial funding will help address the
substantial costs associated with the storm
response and the extensive clean-up that fol-

connecting you to care
at ontario.ca/YourHealth

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

lowed. I want to thank municipal staff, along
with hydro crews, first responders, and vol-
unteers, whose dedication helped The Blue
Mountains through a very challenging time.”

The storm resulted in widespread damage,
leaving nearly 400,000 homes and businesses
without power across central and eastern
Ontario.

“Our government will always protect
Ontario, especially in times of need,” said
Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and

!

Housing.

“The relief being announced today will
safeguard local jobs and help the Town of
the Blue Mountains rebuild — stronger than
ever.”

The province’s Business Ice Storm Assis-
tance program is providing up to $5 million
for small businesses, small farms, and not-
for-profit organizations to assist with storm-
related clean-up and essential repairs not
covered by insurance.

A
‘Ontario &7
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Alliston receives provincial funding for major road repairs

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth will benefit
from the Connecting Links provincial program
to the tune of $2,975,366 to improve roads in
Alliston.

The Connecting Links program helps to
maintain vital roads and bridges that connect
people to jobs, support the movement of goods
and drive economic growth in rural and north-
ern communities.

Simcoe-Grey MPP Brian Saunderson made
the announcement at the New Tecumseth
administration centre on Wednesday, March
18.

The planned project will resurface Victo-
ria, King, and Young Streets from the Alliston
West Plaza to Industrial Parkway.

“The people of Alliston deserve access to
safe, reliable transportation infrastructure, and
that’s what our government is delivering,”
MPP Saunderson said. “Through the Connect-

ing Links program, we’re keeping communi-
ties moving across the province as we continue
our work to protect Ontario.”

New Tecumseth Mayor Richard Norcross
thanked town staff for their efforts to secure
provincial funding for the town.

“This investment is great news for New
Tecumseth and our residents,” Mayor Norcross
said. “Improvements to Victoria, King, and
Young will enhance safety, support local busi-
nesses, and help keep our community moving.
We appreciate the province’s support in main-
taining the infrastructure our residents rely on
every day.”

The program budgeted $50 million for road
and bridge improvements. There are over 400
municipalities in the province, so the funding
is a substantial amount for New Tecumseth.

“The Province’s continued investment in
growing communities like New Tecumseth is
greatly appreciated,” said Simcoe County War-
den Basil Clarke. “Strengthening our connect-
ing link infrastructure is essential to support-

-nw Tec
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ing the safe and efficient movement of people,
goods, and devices, which ultimately benefits
our local economy and broader region.”

The Connecting Links program provides
funding for up to 90 per cent of eligible proj-
ect costs. This includes a maximum of $5 mil-
lion for road projects and $7 million for bridge
projects.

In Ontario, there are 352 kilometres of con-
necting links, including 70 bridges, across 77
municipalities.

The timeline for the road resurfacing has not
yet been announced.
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REPAIRING LOCAL ROADS - Simcoe-Grey MPP Brian Saunderson visited the New Tecums-
eth Administration Centre on Wednesday, March 18, to announce provincial funding for road
improvements in Alliston. Aimost $3 million in funding will be used to repave major streets in
New Tecumseth through the Connecting Links program. MPP Saunderson is joined by New Te-
cumseth Mayor Richard Norcross, Simcoe Warden Basil Clarke, New Tecumseth Deputy Mayor
Stephanie MacLellan, New Tecumseth Councillor Alan Masters and Councillor Chris Rapin dur-
ing the funding announcement. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS
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CONTACT wraps up seniors’ program with log cabin birdhouse crafts

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Keeping busy is important for seniors so
they can stay engaged, socialize, and just
have some fun.

CONTACT Community Services has been
hosting events through its Seniors Commu-
nity Grant program, with the final session at
the Alliston Legion on Wednesday, March
18, where attendees enjoyed a log cabin bird-
house decorating session.

The birdhouses arrived in easy-to-assem-
ble pieces, but the real fun was painting
and decorating each one. Every participant
could decorate the little houses any way they
wanted, so each one was different.

Around 30 seniors signed up and attended
the event.

“This is the last session in Alliston for
our Seniors Community Grant program,”
explained Brenda Pufek, Manager of Com-
munity Engagement & Development at CON-
TACT. “Today we’re working with Tabitha
Marshall, owner of Tab Creates, and she’s
an artist from Beeton. She put together this

program of painting log cabin bird houses.
This has been such a popular program. We’re
running the program at six Legions in the
area. We’re working with the Legions for all
of our Seniors Community Grant programs.
We are in Everett, Alliston, Bradford, Inn-
isfil, Tottenham, and Beeton, running these
programs.”

CONTACT has been running the programs
since September.

“This is the program for March,” Ms. Pufek
explained. “Every month we’ve had a differ-
ent program. We’ve done pickleball, exercise
programs, chair yoga, Zumba, and aquafit.
We’ve had over 100 seniors in this program.
Today we’re painting the birdhouses and add-
ing decorations to them. It’s a creative class
where you’re not following a formula. It’s a
great way for seniors to get together and have
a conversation. Not everyone at each event
knows each other, so it’s a great way to meet
new people.”

The birdhouses were painted in many dif-
ferent colours, and everyone had a decorative
craft they could bring home and hang on the
porch.

T
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CREATIVITY ON DISPLAY — CONTACT Community Services held the final session of its Se-

niors Community Grant program, a log cabin birdhouse painting session at the Alliston Legion on
Wednesday, March 18. Participants could decorate the birdhouse however they wanted, encour-
aging creativity. Linda, Kris, and JoAnne put the finishing touches on their project.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Orangeville Blues and Jazz Festival to feature top-tier lineup of Canadian talent

BY SAM ODROWSKI

The 22nd Annual Orangeville Blues and
Jazz Festival is taking over Orangeville from
June 5 to 7, featuring over 40 acts performing
the very best of both genres.

For the 13th consecutive year, the Oran-
geville Blues and Jazz Festival has maintained
its place on Festivals and Events Ontario’s
annual Top 100 list. The award-winning festi-
val will continue to be a celebration of blues
and jazz music, while once again transforming
downtown Orangeville into the region’s largest
music festival and event venue.

The three-day event attracts 30,000 to 40,000
attendees and generates around $2.5 million in

economic activity for the area.

“On behalf of the Festival Board of Direc-
tors, staff, and volunteers, we are thrilled to
present another three-day weekend of excep-
tional music and events for thousands of local
residents and visitors,” said Festival Board of
Directors President Nancy Claridge.

“This incredible event is made possible
with support from the Orangeville Business
Improvement Area, local businesses, the Town
of Orangeville, government funding agencies,
our featured performers, and the enthusiastic
audiences who attend.”

This year’s headliners at the TD Mainstage
and Opera House include Miss Emily, Emilie-
Claire Barlow, Paul James Band and Blackburn

ALL WELCOME

traditional space.

Good Friday April 3rd, 10 am

Easter Sunday
April 5th, 8:30 & 10 am

www.standrewanglican.ca | =
705-435-9711

St. Andrew Anglican Church
125 Wellington St. W, Alliston

Relive Christ's amazing self-sacrifice and
resurrection, with worship in a beautiful,

Maundy Thursday April 2nd, 7 pm

“The Light shines in
the darkness, and the
darkness has not
overcome it.”

- —John 1:5

Brothers. Additional featured artists include
Steve Marriner, Durham County Poets (Que-
bec), The Sugar Darlings, and Vinyl Paradise.

There will also be a Jazz Society Big Band
Tribute to Sinatra, featuring John Amato, that
won’t disappoint.

“We are especially proud to highlight an
incredible roster of Canadian artists. With over
40 acts scheduled, the 2026 festival will fea-
ture some of the finest talent in blues and jazz
music,” said Larry Kurtz, festival founder and
artistic director.

“Our headliners have won major awards
such as Juno’s and Maple Blues awards. You
will be treated to some of the finest talent in the
country. There is great diversity in the bands

and performers and with three stages, there is
something for most musical tastes.”

He added, “If you like acoustic blues or jazz,
then the Opera House is where you will want to
be. Our main stage will feature lots of rocking
blues, but also big band and classic jazz.”

In addition to world-class talent at the Opera
House and TD Mainstage in Alexandra Park,
which comes at a nominal cost, there is still
plenty to do and see, completely free.

Performances on the TD Broadway Stage
are free to enjoy, along with the Classic Cars
Blues Cruise on Broadway and the Blues &
Bikes Show & Shine Event.

Continued on Page 13

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.

ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE

180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO LOR IE8
(705) 435-4087

BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

BRIAN

SAUNDERSON

MPP, Simcoe-Grey
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Applications now open for Mayor’s Student Bursary Program

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth has
announced that applications are now open for
the Mayor’s Student Bursary Program.

This program offers graduating students the
opportunity to receive financial support for
their post-secondary education or apprentice-
ship training.

Awarded annually, this program awards
up to 12 bursaries of $2,000 each to eligible
students who demonstrate academic achieve-
ment, community involvement, and a com-
mitment to their future goals.

Applicants must submit a completed appli-
cation form, transcripts, references, and a
500-word essay outlining their future aspira-
tions.

“Investing in our students means investing
in the future of New Tecumseth,” said New

Tecumseth Mayor Richard Norcross. “The
Mayor’s Student Bursary Program is designed
to help young people achieve their educa-
tional and career goals, and we are proud to
celebrate their hard work and dedication.”

The deadline to apply for the Bursary Pro-
gram is May 4, 2026.

For full details and to apply, go to the
Town’s website and visit: newtecumseth.ca/
StudentBursary

Eligibility

The bursary is available to:

°Any graduating student who is a resident of New Tecumseth and attending Banting
Memorial High School, St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School or any other
accredited educational institution in New Tecumseth.

*Whose scholastic achievement would be high enough to gain acceptance to the post-
secondary avenue they choose.

*Who has completed the applicable application form and has submitted the following
documentation:

-Proof of acceptance into either university, college or apprenticeship program

-A copy of their current year transcript to confirm a high standard of scholastic achieve-
ment

-Information relating to community programs, organizations, and volunteer activities
that they have been involved in along with their hobbies, interests and any employment

information

-Personal letters of reference supporting the bursary application

-A 500 word essay on the topic of their educational aspirations and goals with any extra
curricular activities, community involvement and work experience and how the bursary

would assist in their future educational aspirations and/or goals

Road construction project to move forward, improving Beeton streets

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

For residents living on two streets in Beeton,
a few months of construction annoyance will
be worth the wait when the job is completed.

The Town of New Tecumseth has announced
a full reconstruction and urbanization project
for Prospect and Tecumseth Street for planned
roadway improvements.

The project will take place on Prospect
Street from Dayfoot Street to Tecumseth
Street, and on Tecumseth Street from Prospect
Street to the south limit.

Work on the project will be completed by

(519).941-6431

Blg Brothers Big Sisters

OFWERINMNSWT

At Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin we
have 20 children on the waiting list

Become a Big Brother or Big Sister and mentor children in your Local Community

www.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/dufferin

R.J. Burnside & Associates.

Included in the project is a full roadway
build, improved sidewalks and active trans-
portation, drainage upgrades, and municipal
servicing improvements.

To support the design process, field inves-
tigations including topographic surveys, geo-
technical testing, and other small-scale site
assessments, will begin in Mar. 2026.

These activities may involve temporary lane
closures or localized disruptions. Efforts will
be made to minimize inconvenience to resi-
dents.

Once a preliminary design and project
scope are developed, Town staff will provide

In need of professional DJ services for

your party, wedding or event?

Contact us at DufferinDJs@gmail.com
or 289-404-4579 to learn AR
more and get a quote. T\

the proposed design to the public to collect
community feedback and address questions.

Access to properties in the area is not antici-
pated at this time. If required, a permission-
to-enter request will be provided prior to any
access.

Prior to the main construction, crews will
be drilling into the road. Borehole investiga-
tion is a drilling process that provides a sample
below the surface to determine the type, thick-
ness, and suitability of the existing asphalt,
road base, subbase, and soil materials, as well
as groundwater conditions.

Work is expected to begin this month and
wrap up early in 2027.

Children $10.00
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Call: 905-936-5815
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www.southsimcoerailway.ca
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Securing our
future as an
energy
superpower

We're building the first small modular
reactors in the G7 and first large scale
nuclear facilities in 30 years.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/PoweringOntario O =
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Province opening HOV lanes to more drivers on provincial highways

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Ontario government is proposing a
regulatory amendment to the Highway Traf-
fic Act that would allow single-occupant
vehicles to use High Occupancy Vehicle
lanes during off-peak hours.

The idea is to better use existing high-
way infrastructure to reduce gridlock and
keep drivers moving on provincial high-
ways.

Ministry of Transportation modelling
shows the change would improve travel
times for all users, with average speeds
increasing in both HOV and general-purpose
lanes across major highways during off-peak
hours.

If implemented, this change would take
place before the end of 2026, following a
period of public consultation.

“Gridlock is costing our economy billions
of dollars every year and robbing Ontario
drivers of valuable time and quality of life,”
said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Trans-
portation. “By allowing single-occupant
vehicles to use HOV lanes during off-peak
hours, we would help keep drivers moving
across the province, so they can spend less
time in traffic and more time with their fami-

lies and friends.”

HOV lanes are currently restricted to
vehicles with two or more occupants, buses,
licensed taxis, green-plate vehicles, airport
limousines, motorcycles, and emergency
vehicles.

The government is exploring regulatory
changes to allow single-occupant vehicles
to drive on all existing, planned, and future
HOV lanes during off-peak hours.

Existing HOV lane rules would apply out-
side of off-peak hours.

These times will not include the busiest
weekday morning or evening commute peri-
ods.

Ontario currently has 237 kilometres of
HOV lanes, with plans underway to add
another 146 kilometres to the network.

Single-occupant vehicles remain the
dominant mode of transportation on Ontario
highways, representing 72 per cent of vehi-
cles on provincial roadways in 2022.

Single-occupant vehicles with High-
Occupancy Toll permits can pay to access
HOV lanes on sections of the Queen Eliza-
beth Way, Highway 403, and Highway 410.

Commercial motor vehicles longer than
6.5 metres would remain restricted from
using HOV lanes under the proposed
changes.
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CHANGES COMING - Carpool lanes on Ontario highways will soon be available to single-
occupant vehicles during off-peak hours. The Government of Ontario is currently looking at
implementing changes before the end of 2026. STOCK PHOTO

\

/
O\

v

& \1—5

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the
New Tecumseth Times? Want to share your opinion?
Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com.
Be sure to include your name and town.

Need help growing
your business to the
next level?

TheTimes

Reach your target

audience by advertising in
the New Tecumseth Times.

Email Vicki Meisner at vicki@lpcmedia.ca
to discuss your marketing needs today
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The North Dufferin Baseball League cel-
ebrated a successful 2025 season at its annual
awards presentation held at the Lisle Legion
on Sunday, March 14.

The awards recognize championship teams
and individual excellence across the junior
and senior divisions.

Provincial success was also highlighted
during the event as the Ivy Rangers cap-
tured the Senior A Ontario Baseball Associa-
tion Championship. The Midland Mariners
claimed the Senior C OBA title.

At the junior level, the Orillia Royals won
the 22U OBA championship.

In the regular season, the Creemore Padres
finished first in the junior division with a
15-2-1 record, earning the Sunnydale Service
and Variety Trophy.

In senior play, the Ivy Rangers topped the
East Division at 13-7-2 to earn the North
Dufferin Baseball League Trophy, while
the New Lowell Knights finished first in
the West Division with an improved 17-4-1
record and received the Ross Houston
Memorial Trophy.

Coaching honours in the senior division
went to Pete Kinghan of the New Low-
ell Knights, who was voted Bud Anderson
Memorial Award winner as Coach of the
Year, continuing his reputation as a perennial
recipient.

Junior division individual awards were
highlighted by Aidan Farrow of Innisfil Car-
dinals 1, who earned the Reg Westbrooke
Memorial Trophy as best batter with a .533

SP

average and also led the division with a .583
on-base percentage.

Nic Guthrie of the Creemore Padres led the
division with 19 runs scored, while Michael
Dawe of Innisfil Cardinals 1 paced juniors
with three home runs.

Wyatt Thompson of the Orillia Royals was
named best pitcher and most valuable player,
while teammate Reese Boyle received the
Vice-President’s Trophy as most sportsman-
like player.

In the senior division, Brett Chater of the
Bolton Brewers captured the Creemore Star
Trophy as best batter with a .524 average and
earned his second consecutive Bruce Jenkins
Memorial Trophy as most valuable player.

Adam Shaver of the Owen Sound Baysox
led the division with a .644 on-base percent-
age to win the Bob Doner Memorial Trophy
and also topped the league with seven home
runs to earn the Bill Lennox Memorial Tro-
phy.

Blake Faulds of the Orillia Majors led
the senior division with 24 runs scored and
received the Evan Jamieson Memorial Tro-
phy.

Pitching and defensive awards went to
Ryan Bartley of the Owen Sound Baysox,
who was named best pitcher and received the
Lloyd Patton and Bill Gowan Memorial Tro-
phy, and Parker Walker of the Ivy Rangers,
who earned his first Carl Gowan Memorial
Trophy as best catcher.

The Tom Anderson Memorial Award for
most sportsmanlike player was presented to
Anson Dupuis of the Creemore Padres.

A service award was presented to past
president Chris Fafalios in recognition of his

TYTY

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

AU L

STAR PLAYER - The North Dufferin Baseball League held its annual awards presentation at the
Lisle Legion on Sunday, March 14. Championship teams were recognized, as well as individual
player achievements. Wyatt Thompson of the Orillia Royals was named junior division most
valuable player and received the Statistician’s Trophy from statistician Chris Fafalios. Thompson

also won the best pitcher title in the division.

three-year term as president of the executive
board.

The league’s annual meeting followed the
awards presentation.

There are three new junior entries to bring
the division to eight teams. New teams
include the Aurora-King Jays, Caledon
Nationals and Owen Sound Baysox, joining
returning teams Barrie Baycats, Creemore

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Padres, Innisfil Cardinals 1 and 2, and the
Orillia Royals.

Richmond Hill will not return this season.

The senior division will remain at 12 teams:
Barrie Angels, Bolton Brewers, Caledon Car-
dinals, Clarksburg Blues, Creemore Padres,
Ivy Rangers, Lisle Astros, Mansfield Cubs,
Midland Mariners, New Lowell Knights,

Orillia Majors and Owen Sound Baysox.

Stayner Siskins tie North Carruthers Division Championship series with Alliston Hornets

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The biggest crowd of the year turned out to
see Game 2 of the Alliston Hornets—Stayner
Siskins championship series as they battled it
out for the North Carruthers Division title.

Around 750 people were in the stands for
Game 2 at the New Tecumseth Recreation
Centre on Friday, March 20.

The final series, between two teams with
a long-standing rivalry, got underway in
Stayner on Thursday, March 19.

Game 1 saw the Hornets take the lead in
the first period with goals from Nick Lamont
and Gunner Kirk, who started the scoring for
the championship series.

Lamont got his second goal of the night at
25 seconds into the second period.

Stayner got on the scoreboard just over
two minutes later, but that was all the Siskins
squad could do for the night.

Mark Coish and Hunter Martell scored for
the Hornets to make it a 5-1 game with one
period left to go.

The only third-period goal came from
Alliston forward Tristen Pitt, who scored at
9:46 into the period.

The Hornets left the ice with a 6-1 win to

start the series.

The series came to Alliston for Game 2,
and many fans from both teams arrived to
cheer on their team.

It was a tough physical battle on the ice,
with plenty of end-to-end action, but neither
team could score in the first period.

The Siskins scored two unanswered goals
in the second period, putting all the pressure
on the Hornets to respond in the final frame.

Stayner had a 3-0 lead after scoring at 11
seconds into the third period.

Alliston’s Tristen Pitt notched a goal at
8:41 into the third period.

Stayner responded with goal number four
late in the period.

Nick Lamont hit the back of the Stayner
net with just 14 seconds remaining on the
clock on an unassisted goal.

The final was a 4-2 win for the Siskins, and
the best-of-seven series is now tied 1-1.

This championship series is only going to
get more exciting as it progresses. Both the
Hornets and Siskins have large, enthusiastic
fan bases who enjoy attending games and
supporting their teams.

During the regular season, the Hornets
were in first place for most of the year. They
were eclipsed by the Siskins in the final

couple of weeks when Stayner took over the
top spot and won the division by a single
point.

Game 3 of the series is scheduled for today,
March 26, in Stayner.

The series will return to Alliston for Game
4 on Friday, March 27, with a 7:30 p.m. start.

Remaining games
e Game 5: Sunday, March 29, in Stayner,
starting at 5:30 p.m.
e Game 6: Wednesday, April 1, in Alliston,
starting at 7:30 p.m. (if necessary)
e Game 7: Thursday, April 2, in Stayner,
starting at 8 p.m. (if necessary)

HORNETS BATTLE - The Alliston Hornets and Stayner Siskins battle it out on the ice at the
New Tecumseth Recreation Centre during Game 2 of their best-of-seven division championship
series on Friday, March 20. The Siskins won this game 4-2. The Hornets won Game 1, and the
series is now tied 1-1. A large fan base from both teams has been attending the games.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Annual Job Fair coming to Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex

BY JOSHUA DRAKES
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of Shelburne will host its fifth
annual Shelburne, Dufferin and Area Job Fair
on April 23, bringing together employers and
job seekers from across the region for an after-
noon of in-person recruitment and networking.

The event will take place from 1 p.m. to 5:30
p.m. at the Centre Dufferin Recreation Com-
plex (CDRC) in Shelburne.

Organized by the town’s economic develop-
ment office, the job fair aims to connect local
businesses with potential employees while sup-
porting the development of local workforces
throughout Dufferin County and surrounding
municipalities.

Now in its fifth year, the job fair has grown
into a significant local employment event.
According to organizers, more than 650 visi-
tors attended the 2025 event.

Carol Maitland, economic development offi-
cer for Shelburne, said this year’s event is set to
be even more significant than last year, prom-
ising more opportunities and connections. She
also thanked this year’s sponsor, Senco, for its
support.

“Every year this event gets stronger,” she
said. “There’s something powerful about put-

ting employers and job seekers in the same
room, connections get made that just wouldn’t
happen any other way. I'm proud to bring this
back for a fifth year and excited to have Senco
on board. If you’re hiring or looking for work,
April 23rd is the day to be at the CDRC.”

The event is designed to provide opportu-
nities for face-to-face conversations between
employers and job seekers, offering an alterna-
tive to online applications and allowing attend-
ees to make direct industry connections with
hiring managers.

The event is open to all backgrounds, includ-
ing students, newcomers to the area, skilled
trades workers and professionals.

Attendees are encouraged to bring resumes,
and some employers may conduct interviews
on-site during the event.

The job fair is being delivered in partnership
with the Centre for Career and Employment
Services at Georgian College and the Upper
Grand District School Board. Representatives
from both organizations will be present to pro-
vide information about employment resources,
education pathways and training opportunities.

Employers from a range of industries are
invited to participate. Booth spaces are avail-
able for $90 plus HST and include an eight-foot
display area, a table, two chairs, and refresh-

A
LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT — The 2025 Job Fair drew 650 guests looking to find employ-

ment and to network with industry experts in the area. This year’s event, the fifth annual job fair,
is looking to maintain that momentum. All employers and job seekers are encouraged to attend

and bring their knowledge and connections to Shelburne.

ments for up to two representatives.

Spaces are available on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Employer setup will take place from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. ahead of the public opening at
1 pm.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Admission is free, and no pre-registration is
required for job seekers.

For more information, email ed@shelburne.
ca or go to: eventbrite.ca/e/employers-wanted-
2026-shelburne-dufferin-area-job-fair-tick-
ets-1980107880975

Orangeville Blues and Jazz Festival to feature over 40 artists across both genres

Continued from Page 8

There is also the Broadway Ramble, fea-
turing over 35 food and artisanal craft mar-
ket vendors, as well as workshops at the
Mill Street Branch of the Orangeville Public
Library.

Street performers will be set up in the
downtown core as well, providing intimate

performances throughout the weekend.

“We are very proud of our festival and
think it is tremendous value for a very low
price for our visitors and attendees. We have
been awarded as one of the Top 100 Festivals
and Events in Ontario for 13 years running.
We have a great reputation in the Canadian
music scene as a place that musicians love to
perform at,” said Kurtz.

> Next exit:
Making the meeting

We're building the Bradford Bypass
to make your commute faster

Tickets to the Orangeville Blues and Jazz
Festival go on sale Saturday, March 21, and
provide access to both the TD Mainstage and
Opera House.

“We feel the festival offers high quality
at a very reasonable price. Most events are
free,” Kurtz said. “This is such a bargain
thanks to our generous sponsors and govern-
ment support who make our festival super

Ontario is building new highways, upgrading
roads and improving transit across the province
to make your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

affordable.”

Visit orangevillebluesandjazz.ca to pur-
chase a ticket once they go on sale.

“Come out and enjoy one of the most fun
and entertaining weekends of the year. We
love seeing everyone getting together and
forgetting their problems for a few hours
while enjoying some of the greatest music
Canada has to offer,” Kurtz enthused.
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FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

— Family Owned Business
Established In 1987

SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

6048 HIGHWAY 9,

SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the
Ontario Provincial Police is warning residents
about an ongoing fraud scheme in which call-
ers impersonate a family member who claims
they have been arrested and need bail money.

In this scam, the victim receives a phone
call from someone pretending to be a family
member. This could be a son, daughter, niece,
or nephew who claims they were involved in

I T

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

a motor vehicle collision and were arrested.
Shortly after, a second caller comes on the
line posing as a defence lawyer and demands
cash to secure the family member’s release
on bail.

The scammers typically request that the
cast be picked up in person or sometimes a
money transfer.

Once the money is collected, the victim
may receive another call stating that the other
driver involved in the collision has died from
their injuries and that additional bail money

"

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT MAKES “CENTS”

IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!

Nottawasaga OPP alerts residents to ongoing bail fraud scam

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

is now required.

The OPP wants people to know that, in
situations like this, the caller is not a fam-
ily member and is likely not involved in any
incident.

Technology exists to spoof phone numbers,
making calls appear to come from a known
contact. In addition, voice cloning technol-
ogy can be used if audio samples of a person
are available.

If you or someone you know receives a call
of this nature, do not provide any personal

oyt
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.
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FIREPLACE XTRORDINAIR

information over the phone, including your
address or banking information.

Police, the court system, and lawyers will
never request cash pickups or ask for finan-
cial information in this manner.

You should hang up immediately and
report the call to the police.

If you are concerned about the safety of a
family member, contact them directly using a
known phone number or reach out to some-
one who would be in regular contact with
them.

Four people charged with impaired operation in seperate madents over nlne days

Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) officers have arrested and charged
four people with impaired driving and related
offences in separate incidents over nine days.

Police were conducting traffic enforcement
on Mill Street in Angus on March 14, shortly
before 7 p.m., when a vehicle was stopped,
and an officer detected an odour of alcohol
coming from the driver.

An impaired investigation began, and as a
result of the investigation, Catlen Ree, 32, of
Victoria Harbour, has been charged with:

e Operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus)

Police were dispatched to a fail-to-remain
motor vehicle collision on Adjala-Tecumseth
Townline on March 20, shortly before 4:30
p.m., in response to a vehicle that struck a
mailbox and continued driving. The vehicle

involved in the collision was located, and the
driver was arrested for impaired operation.

Lindsay Mack, 30, of Loretto, has been
charged with:

e Operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus)

e Operation while impaired - alcohol

¢ Fail to remain

Police were dispatched to a traffic com-
plaint on County Road 10 in Essa, where a
northbound vehicle was reported to be driv-
ing all over the road and into oncoming traffic
on March 22, shortly after 1 a.m. The vehicle
and driver were located, and the driver was
arrested for impaired operation.

Balkaran Kajla, 29, of Angus, has been
charged with:

e Operation while impaired - blood alcohol
concentration (80 plus)

* Operation while impaired - alcohol

Police were dispatched to a fail-to-remain
motor vehicle collision on March 20, shortly
before 11 p.m., where the driver was travel-
ling westbound on Highway 89, had struck a
median and a sign, and continued driving. The
driver was located and arrested for impaired
operation.

Francisco Tardio-Alarcon, 49, of Alliston,
has been charged with:

* Operation while impaired - alcohol

* Failure or refusal to comply with demand

* Fail to remain

* Fail to report accident

e Owner operate a motor vehicle without
insurance

* Drive motor vehicle, no currently vali-
dated permit

All four accused parties had their driver’s

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and

playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are
great pals and would do great in a home
together. They love to greet people, play with
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are
volunteer - favourites.

Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
vaccinated, flea treated.

Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

Be an extra set of eyes
for the police

WE NEED
YOUR HELP.

had their

licence suspended for 90 days,
vehicles impounded for seven days and were
released with a future court date at the Ontario
Court of Justice in Bradford to answer to the
charges.

None of the listed charges have been proven
in court.

If you suspect a driver has consumed drugs or alcohol,

PLEASE CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY!




est Gw'\l\imb\.\r\;

BIG WIN - Francisco Pereira of Bradford West won $50,000 in the LOTTO 6/49 Super Draw on
Feb. 14. Pereira, 59, who works as a bricklayer, said he plans to put the new winnings towards
a deck, paying off some bills and taking a trip to Florida later this year. The LOTTO 6/49 Super
Draw included 20 Guaranteed Prize Draws of $50,000, in addition to the Gold Ball Draw and
Clas ¢ Draw. The winning ticket was purchased at Bradford #1 Smoke & Variety on Holland

Street East in Bradford.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Museum introduces Museum Makers program

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Simcoe County Museum is introduc-
ing a program for youth where kids ages 9
to 13 can explore the colourful world of tex-
tiles.

“Museum Makers — Sew What?” is a Sat-
urday morning program that encourages kids
to let their creative side run wild.

Kids will learn how to sew, stitch, and
design a one-of-a-kind project.

They can use fabric, choose colours, and
craft a project that is totally their own design.

From experimenting with colours and tex-
tures to putting their new skills to work with
personal flair, kids can let their imagination
shine as they bring their ideas to life — thread
by thread.

The “Museum Makers — Sew What?” pro-
gram will take place on three Saturdays in
April: April 11, 18, and 25, from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m.

The cost is $45 ($36 for members) for all
three weeks. Spaces are limited, so register
early.

For more information, visit www.museum.
simcoe.ca.

Pave your path to
a successful career

We're training over one million workers for
in-demand careers, so you can build a stable,
secure future for you and your community.

Join the skilled trades

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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Mr. John Elmer wi
innounce the weddln;st:)?sht
Son, Jack Jr,, to Miss Patricia
arvey, daughier of Mr. ang
rs. Alvin Harvey of pup.
erron, Ontario. The wedding

took place at Bram
[March 26th, 197 Pion- on

14/@0/7 Oth Anniversary!
1976 - 2026

Jack and Patricia Elmer ~ Tottenham
UWith love Hrom the entire /&m[/z/ /

Ontario @
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Classifieds

Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email vicki@lpcmedia.ca

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

% 'CJ "
N

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

Porsche 356/911/912,
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
[ love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

” 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

Call David

416-802-9999

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months

EXPERIENCED
Bindery Stitcher Operator
Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

ADVERTISING LOCALLY iy e sk o
WORKS!

Check Out the

shopping * dining * drinking * events * entertainment

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across
numerous regions for maximum growth

e Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:

e Have a positive attitude
e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
¢ Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Driven

® (Great Personal Skills

® Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

® Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

LP

LONDON
PUBLISHING corp.

601 ARTICLES WANTED 601 ARTICLES WANTED

BUYING VINYL RECORDS - I WANTED 11!
STEREO -45’s. WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Cash for antiques and Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
collectibles-stamp-coins. Year Round! Pick-up Available

Call James at 416-569-9976. N04,\1,,?,§,83?§9325,@ge,6f,’{x”
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
. out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the

right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

Phone 90 5 - 8 5 7 - 6 6 2 6 or 1 - 8 8 8 - 5 5 7 - 6 6 2 6 Unfortunately deadlines do nolt)gf:\lx/) Hglﬁe ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-

day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p-m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE

Or email ViCki @ lpcme dia .C a ACCEPT VISA, MA]?AF%EI\?]%ACI){\]/DEQNFEEILA%\’/II{ECI){&]CEAN EXPRESS PAY-

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 804 SERVICES

Grass fed/finished Angus Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal
freezer beef for sale. Sides,
quarters and bundles.

—_— Sy ' Valleybrook Farm

.. SHERWOOD
Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to — blackcow@sympatico.ca
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved ymb — MAINTENANCE GROUP —
specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains + Aerial Pruning « Arborist Reports & Plans
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian Il 610 FIREWOOD/ B 909 PERSONALS HE Canopy Maintenance  * Tree & Shrub Appraisal
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian (AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and TREES + Planting & Fertilizing « Utban Tree Removal
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of + Storm Risk Prevention  + Storm Debris Clean-Up
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally above average cut and clarity. Measures just SEAS“NED If Drinking Has Become
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs a Problem We Can Help Fully trained & insured with leading
rare collectible. Asking $1,200. 10 grams. Asking $1,800. FlREWﬂOD 416-487-5591 ! & techniques & equipment ”

\\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com /f \\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com f— 647-237-5537 Or Call Toll Froe in Ontaric 647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

1-877-404-5591 smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com
Face Cord $170 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS £ & 8
612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS Bush Cord $500 www.aatoronto.org
804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

Smaller amounts also available.
We deliver.

STORAGE
a%ll'w‘(l’l‘l’xllf AVAILABLE:
20 yard sea can con-

BASEMENTS ¢ YARDS

) HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM |l PVencii

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

GARAGES  GENERAL CLEAN-UPS JEEILE SR IIgIS (elccle il
@, (,,,,p,,,/p,( yoar i SMALL MOVES  0DD JOBS cated in Nobleton.
SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS i QT S:'c ocation. Formore
y information, please ca
MAR 25-27TH - The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction for Militaria and Firearms IN MEMORIAMS 905:'?3%'96?5 905_859_081p7
40 + HST or, text pictures to:
APR 10TH - The Antiques, Collectibles and Quality Household Items Sale. 340+ 416-876-2219

Features: Antique Wood Furniture including Victorian Style Vanity Dresser 1900s; Monks Bench
1900s; Mid-Century Danish Lounge Chairs; Wooden Barrel Butter Churn 1880s; Brutalists style
Liquor Cabinet; McVitie & Price Biscuit Display Cabinet; Whiskey Barrel; Wool Winders & Sewing
Tables; Cylinder Music Boxes; Antique Surveying Equipment; Cast Boston Terrier doorstop;
Victorian Coromandel Lady’s Vanity Case; Nirona Gramaphone; Kettle Drum; Wanzer Chain Stitch
Sewing Mach.1870s; Boneshaker Bicycle; Fairgrounds ‘Bell Ringer’ Game; Ships Washstand;
Industrial Coffee Dispenser; Carved & Signed Decoys; Kellogg Telephone 1905; 1958 TV; Birks
Sterling Silver Flatware Sets; “Gone With the Wind” Parlour Lamp; Imperial Disc Music Box; Alice
in Wonderland Porcelain Teapot Set; Red Leather Loveseats; Scrimshaw Waterfowl Trinket Box;
Victorian Era Sterling Silver Chatelaine; Microscopes & Telescopes; 1937 ARGUS C3 50mm & 1949
ARGUS 75mm Cameras; Apothecary Tools and Scales; Zippo Lighters; Bakelite Radios; Coffee
Grinders; Auburn Metallic Filleter Plane; Guitars / Accordions / Keyboard / Wind Instruments /
Phonoviolin; and more.

APR 17TH - The Canvas, Carvings & Keepsakes Sale
APR 24TH - The Springtime Tool & Equipment Sale

MAY 1ST - The Locked & Loaded - Handgun Auction
MAY 8TH - May 8th - Toys, Toys and more Toys.

MAY 15TH - Strike It Rich: The Coins & Currency Auction
MAY 26TH - 30TH - Straight Shooter Sale

Sniff Out a Great Dea

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? in the Clas Siﬁeds
: : ,

Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.
Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315 . . .
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne) the Classifieds

] In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything from cars to
canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want,

AlPlU|s AR lo|y|o
Kevin Scott : : : z ?E-f ;T : : and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.
McArthur - Bessey | v o/v« OlHIO LI o RMIT
L T|R|ulT E|w[E|s lo|r
Auctions slilsle A el e . . a
- ar Go with your instincts and
Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business AL = i o '
Auctions with experience & consideration | || r|n|a [T AlBIAlS th CI f d t d y
Please contact us at O|E G|LIEINN clofl|L use e aSSI Ie s o a "
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083] | M|P CIOIMIMIE|N TIOIR]Y
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com z : ; E QH! E 2 z lE z Ca" 1-888-557-6626
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - olslcli [nlE slolnlT
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

* Pre-Spotting

+ Furniture Moving

+ Deodorizing

+ Colour Brightening

. THIEROOMS 3129
4 per room) +HST WITH COUPON

ICARPET CLEANING SPECIAL gy

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

| TF1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |
o

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

_ 40 @m@ Q/ Sﬂwa'zm
. Q-770-2290 + 416-889-0807

FENCING

CHAIN LINK FENCE 1

i m. 4 & 5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, T
ALWAYS IN STOCK .

E“GE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE « BOBCAT SERVICE
RESIDENTAL < FARM
COMMERCIAL

(705) 250-7711 * (416) 993-0711

DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ .
ALLISTONFENCE ) ]

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
* RESIDENTIAL
¢ COMMERCIAL /=5 ndrcmeie,
* INDUSTRIAL |/~ 866-952-0146 /|

INSTALLATIONS H

SERVICE ¢ DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

Carlmg Propane Inc

LANDSCAPING

l..eﬂuelenec Landscapil
) Servlees :

35 Years of Customer Service Exéellenee.
€all Today!

647.393. 1551

: landscM i ~prinslrall (Ieanup
Lawn [Eertil terlocking Stone~Lawn Aeratjnsln‘ollins

-—‘I'r!!'/sm'uB'Plantinsll'mninlalravél Driveways &-Ilepalmnr-;-- :
i Sodding/Seeding-~Skid Steer 'l_l.oader Service .

W% %w

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

Michael Speck

MORTAGE AGENT LEVEL 1
M26000213

Michael@mortgageville.ca

905 586 1371
www.mortgageville.ca
FSRA 13693

M Mortgageville

BROKERS / \
" AD
\ /

——————————————————
"‘“'" DomiNioN LENDING

CENTRES

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated

CAROL FREEMAN ~S _
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
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NEW YEARTILE & BATH DEALS
Affordable « Reliable « Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos
© 416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com
BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

www.carolfreeman.ca

PAVING
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Valid on Jobs over $2500

" SPANDO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,

spanopavingltd.com Parking Lots & Repairs

COMMERUCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

905-303-8503 ° 1-87/=-303-8803

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile ® Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

705-440 3336

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring - Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

(GUARANTEED

ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
* Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
* Fully Licensed and Insured

ASK ABOUT
_ ROOF REJUVENATION
’ SAVE UP TO
85%
OVER THE COST
= OFANEW ROOF

Lo ated in King Township since 1994
1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

NEED A NEW ROOF? CALL TODAY!
905-757-7663

FREE ESTIMATES



Then there’s the proposal to allow
“Bring Your Own” booze to outdoor pub-
lic events across the Province. Now, this
is an issue that caught me off-guard, as
I haven’t once heard this identified as an
issue for Ontarians in the most recent or
any of the myriad Provincial campaigns
I've covered. But, then again, neither
was allowing booze sales in gas stations
or corner stores.

“Starting this spring, Ontario is giving
communities more flexibility to safely
and responsibly enjoy cultural and out-
door events,” said Ontario Attorney
General Doug Downey in a statement.
“The ‘Bring-Your-Own’ event permits will
help save attendees more money, lower
overhead costs for event organizers,
and contribute to local economies.”

Sure, it just might do that, and while
municipalities will have to pass appro-
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TREE SERVICES

priate bylaws to regulate the consump-
tion of alcohol in public before this is a
model that can come to our communi-
ties, it could, to my mind, stretch already-
resource-strapped municipalities even
further — the security issues alone could
be eye-watering — but also place towns
and cities in the awkward position of
declining to move forward with this, and
leaving them to deal with the blow-back
from residents looking forward to lifting
a few of their own cold ones with friends
during, say, Canada Day celebrations in
the local park.

Then there’s the question of the finan-
cial hit a move in this direction would
cause many of our service clubs who
partner with communities to offer beer
gardens, for example, at municipal
events, a win for municipalities who
don’t want to take on the responsibil-

TREE SERVICES
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Brock’s Banter: Back to business unusual

ity of doing it themselves, a win for the
service clubs who make money to invest
back into the community, and a win for
all those looking to wet their respective
whistles.

Then there’s the Premier’s calls on
the Federal government to legalize the
use of pepper spray in self-defence, bill-
ing it as a “common sense way to help
people, especially women in vulnerable
situations,” and to livestream bail hear-
ings.

| don’t know about the rest of you, and
while | champion everything women
can do to protect themselves in vulner-
able situations, the idea of just about
everyone having the ability to carry this
around on their person, doesn’t neces-
sarily fill me with a feeling of safety and
security. In the heated environment we
find ourselves living in, it's not beyond

WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

the realm of possibility that it could be
deployed in the most minor of cases,
and even to “settle” differences of opin-
ion.

And as for livestreaming bail hear-
ings, we only need to look as far as the
frequent judicial circuses that happen
south of our border to see that it's not
the best idea.

Does bail reform need to take place?
Absolutely. Is live-streaming bail hear-
ings the right solution? If only Jay Leno
can connect us with the surviving Danc-
ing ltos for their insights.

Everybody needs a little bit of time
away, so | hope our elected represen-
tatives rested up for what's certainly
sounding like a wild ride.

Buckle up for it, sure, but wait to see
what shakes down before hitting the
HQOV lanes for a solo cruise.

~ TREE SERVICE
CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

BORA

 Interior / Exterior
Window Cleaning

v siding Cleaning

SCENIC

Cell: 705-241-7861
Email: info@scenic-cleaning.ca
Website: scenic-cleaning.ca

5+ Years of Professional Experience
Fully Insured

Window & Exterior
Cleaning

Professional Services

« Exterior Eavestrough /
Soffits / Fascia Cleaning

v Eavestrough Gutting
+ ConstructionCleans + Pressure Washing

Free Estimates
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Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator

Free Estimates,
Certified Arborist
Fully Insured
Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,
Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507

Friendly & professional serivce
Serving Simcoe County

since 2007
F
7 ).A HERALD [
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Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com
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PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER!

RE

WINDOWS & HOME

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning
interior - exterior - commercial

(647) 393 7397

% | gg Contact for a free quote

info@rexwindows.ca

reading this ad,
our advertising
works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL

519-278-1700
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

VAV FOOD MARKE Tk
LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR?

*Lowest price of the yearis based on the current calendar year.

INCREDIBLE

Cabbage Rolls
181kg

Haddock Tender
8-12 PIECES 454 ¢

MG

INCREDIBLE

PRICE

Ma})le ButterPork Chops

- Alsoavailable, - % - i B o Also available,
MlmRaspherryCheesecakes o o/ R e MmlApplecrlsp(.‘.heesecakes
=4 PIECES 5008, — _ 6 PIECES 300¢ $8.99 save S4 ! e . - BPIECES360¢$8.99 save §4

No reservatlons needed.

Fully Caoked Chicken Wings Choosef a‘ ties, t £ L B BNy ly SECOi |
YT b | e - Breaded-Haddoc Lemon Pepper'Sole ® | Lobst thall.Ske.w.erKs
/ 7-10 PIECES 907¢ _ 4-5PIECES 540¢ 4 PIECES 200¢

Stuffed

Breaded Salmon Wellmgton 150¢ Cod 4-5PIECES 4008 4-5PIECES6208
Also available,
e : - Battered Haddock 6-9 PIECES 680 ¢ $24.99 save $2
" . Parmesan  Kiev « Swiss « Lightly Crusted Garlic and Herb Haddock 4-5 PIECES 500 ¢ $19.99 save $2

SINGLE SERVES 275340 EVERYDAY INDULGENT DESSERT
ll % LOW PRICES 999
e, 5D | o

= I e Mini Chocolate
ocolate Dippe Torte Duo
Cheeseeake = NEW!

2 CAKES 160 ¢

MiniiFranks . o
in PaStrv Dessert Bar \Iarlety Pack 6758
15 PIECES 279 ¢ $17.99 save $2

6 PIEGES 432¢

LA Al PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 Wl

or go to mmfoodmarket.com

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, MARCH 26 TO WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers, M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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